
Coming Events November 
 

7 Nov (Sat) Navy Retirement Day 0800 FRA 
 

7 Nov (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 OVC 
 

9 Nov (Mon) PAC Meeting 1100 Sam Sneadôs 
 

21 Nov (Sat) Chapter Annual  Meeting 1030 OVC 
Speaker: Admiral Bob Willard, PACOM (invited)  

Coming Events October 
 

 3 Oct (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 OVC 
 

16 Oct (Fri) EXCOM Meeting 1115 MCBH OôClub 
 

16 Oct (Fri) Marine Corps Retirement Day 0900 
 Kaneohe Bay Officers Club  

 

17 Oct (Sat) Army Retiree Appreciation  Day 0900 
Hale Ikena, Fort Shafter  

 

21 Oct (Wed) Chapter Luncheon 1100 POHAI NANI  
 Taiko Drums Event 
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This B-18 ñBoloò Bomber, 

serial number 36-446 crashed 

Tuesday, February 25, 1941.  

The aircraft with six crewmem-

bers aboard was flying as part 

of a four aircraft group on a 

routine instrument night train-

ing flight assigned to the 50th 

Reconnaissance Squadron, 18th 

Bombardment Wing from 

Hickam Field. The pilot, Cap-

tain Boyd Hubbard (later 

Brigadier General; 1912-1982) 

attempted to reach Suiter Field 

on the northwest tip of the is-

land when he lost the port engine. The aircraft was too heavy to maintain alti-

tude on one engine. He pulled back hard on the wheel and the aircraft stalled out 

and belly flopped into the thick underbrush. The undergrowth was so dense the 

plane settled into it at 2200 on the side of Mauna Kea at 3500-foot. The crew 

was shook up, but miraculously only one crewmember suffered a minor injury.  

The next morning a massive search and rescue operation was launched from 

Hickam Field using 24 bombers. The aircraft wreck was soon spotted at 0900. 

Later in the day the downed aircrew received an airdrop from Army planes of 

blankets, food and hot coffee. Wednesday night was much more comfortable for 

the crew who spent another night in the tropical forest.  
 

A ground rescue operation was organized from Upolu Point, Suiter Field and 

started out Thursday morning at dawn. The rescuers followed the Kohala Ditch 

Trail from Kaukini Camp for 2 ½ hours on horseback, but then had to cut a new 

trail on foot for eight miles through marshland and heavy brush for another four 

hours before nearing the crash site. The rescuers fired revolvers into the air and 

then listened for a reply. They were about to give up, when they finally heard a 

reply by the crew who used a burst of machine gun fire and colored flares which 

guided the rescuers to the crash site. The rescue party reached the crash scene at 

noon. Airmen from Hickam later described the site as the ñWorst possible place 

for a forced landing in the Islands.ò 

BIG ISLAND BOMBER by Dave Trojan, Hawaii Aviation Historian   October Event - Taiko Drums 

Featured at the October luncheon is Okame 

Daiko, sponsored by the International Cul-

tural & Friendship Association centered in 

Mililani.  With around 12 members, Okame 

Daiko is comprised of senior ladies 

who started about 10 years ago as an exer-

cise group using taiko drums.  These young

-at-heart ladies range in age from the 60ôs 

to late 80ôs.  Along with performances on 

Oahu, they have toured  Japan giving free 

concerts to seniors and enhancing Japanese

-American cultural relations.   

Taiko is a synthesis of rhythm, movement 

and spirit, whose origins lie deeply embed-

ded in Japanese culture and history. In feu-

dal Japan, taiko were often used to motivate 

troops and set a marching pace. Taiko were 

also used in court music in palaces.  Be-

sides drums there are sticks, gongs, and 

other percussion instruments as well as a 

wooden flute.  The music is all memorized 

and members work diligently to synchro-

nize arm movements and timing so that the 

music is exciting in both sound and vision.  
Come and experience the rhythm and 

joy of this unique performance.  
(See page 5 for reservations.) 

WWII era B -18 Bomber wreckage on the Island 

of Hawaii Oct 2000 photo courtesy hoagy.org 
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Well done to the compatriots that care!  We have met our 2009 

goal of $6,000 dollars for Chapter scholarships to JROTC/ROTC ca-

dets who want to further their education.  This is an outstanding 

way to show our appreciation and encouragement to the young 

men and woman of Hawaii in the ROTC program.  Good work and the collection 

plate remains open so we can do more.  Chapter members and their spouses are a 

special group that contribute and volunteer in many different ways to show 

their concern for their country, community and our military.  

Among the many good charitable causes to support, and the many outstanding 

volunteers that get the job done, there are two local volunteers I wish to recog-

nize for their efforts:  

  

Robert Gowan of Captain Cook ð Kona, Hawaii has the lead on Kona Coffee to 

our troops.   Since the project started in 2008 Bob has sent over two tons of Kona 

coffee doing all the collecting of the coffee from the local coffee growers, pack-

ing, shipping, labeling, and mailing himself with no òhired helpó.   Bob keeps 

track of Hawaii units that are deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan as they are the 

lucky ones to enjoy the coffee.  The postage required to date is over $8,000 so you 

see this is no small project.   Upcoming shipments are underway to the Hickam 

and Wheeler USAF units, HMH 463 helicopter units in Afghanistan, 25
th

 Infantry 

Div. 25
th

 Combat Air Brigade, the 1
st

 Battalion of the 3
rd

 (1/3) Marines deploying 

soon to Helmand AFG.  The coffee goes over big as a special treat from home.  If 

you want to help, call Bob in Kona at 987 - 7018.  

  

Barb Troegner of Honolulu is the President of Operation Homefront of Hawaii.  

Last year the drive for holiday care packages brought in more than three tons of 

gifts for Hawaii troops and more than $1000 in cash.  So far this year Operation 

Homefront has provided over 120 backpacks to military children, phone cards to 

wounded warriors and hosted a 9 - 11 remembrance walk.  Now the push is to 

send holiday cheer packages for Christmas 2009.  You may pull up their website: 

www.operationhomefront.net/hawaii  for details.     

                                                                                   Aloha,  Jack  

Presidentõs perspective 

by Commander John L Miller USN (Ret.)  

Annual Navy Retiree Seminar on 7 November 
  

RADM Bruce Smith, Director, Pearl Harbor Retired Activities Office (RAO) advises that their Annual Re-

tiree Seminar will take place on Saturday 7 November 2009.  The Seminar will again be held at the Fleet Re-

serve Association Branch 46 located at the corner of Nimitz Highway and Valkenburgh St.  Doors will open 

at 0730 with the program staring at 0800 and running until 1230.   

Put this one on your calendar - the agenda is designed to bring retirees up to date on current areas of interest 

including health, benefits and legislation that may affect retirees. 

http://www.operationhomefront.net/hawaii


Newsletter of Hawaii State Chapter MOAA                          October 2009                                                                                         Page  3             

 

Volume 24,  No. 10  Pau Hana Koa 
Published monthly by: Hawaii State Chapter, MOAA,  

PO Box 1185, Kailua, Hawaii 96734-1185 

Subscription included in annual chapter dues.  

Opinions  expressed  in  this  newsletter  are  not necessarily   

Hawaii State Chapter  policy. 

 

- - CHAPTER SOCIAL EVENTS - - 
 

- -THIS MONTH - - 
October 21 @ 1100  

Taiko Drums  

Chapter Luncheon at Pohai Nani 
 

NOVEMBER 21 @1030  
Annual Meeting at Oahu Veterans Center 

 

DECEMBER 9 @1730  
Annual Christmas Dinner  

Hale Koa 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Chair, RADM C. Bruce Smith, Use N (Ret), 2008-2010 

CAPT John Peters, USN (Ret), 2008-2010 

Col Jim Gebhard, USAF (Ret) 2008-2010 

Helen Peil Baker, 2007-2009 

LtCol Louis Crompton, USAF (Ret), 2007-2009 

CAPT George Sullivan, USN (Ret) 2007-2009 

COL Ralph Hiatt, USA (Ret), 2009-2011 

LCDR Tom Marzec, USN (Ret), 2009-2011 

Trish Kubach, 2009-2011 

Elected Officers  
 

President 

CDR Jack Miller USN 

261-4100 

jackmiller@hawaii.rr.com  
 

1st Vice President  

LCDR Phillip Rother USN 

471-0091, ext 204 

phillip.rother@navy.mil  
 

 2d Vice President 

Col Jim Gebhard USAF 

262-1165 

gebhardjim@aol.com 
 

3d Vice President 

LtCol Burt Waltz USAF  

262-6138 

rf101waltz@hawaii.rr.com 
 

Appointed Officers  
 

Secretary - Helen Baker 

753-7793 

propinvst@hawaii.rr.com 
 

Treasurer  

Col John Harms USMC 

262-24282 

JandBHarms@aol.com 
 

Accountant  

LTC Richard DeLong, USA 

486-0439 

 rasbma@yahoo.com 
 

Auxiliary - Anna Blackwell 

739-9164 

annagram2@aol.com 
 

Legal 

COL Terry Thomason USA 

247-5255 

turtlealoha@aol.com 
 

Chair LAVA  

CAPT George Sullivan USN 

623-2243 

alohasully@earthlink.net 
 

Chair Veterans Affairs 

Ltc Tom Smyth USMC 

531-2829 

TSmyth@dbedt.hawaii.gov 
 

Directory Business Manager 

LCDR Tom Marzec, USN 

754-8857 

adamtm@lava.net 
 

 

 

Chair Personal Affairs 

CDR Bill Moore USN 

261-4071 

buckeye@hawaiiantel.net 
 

Chaplain 

CH(COL) Ron Bezanson USA  

292-6095  

bezansonrs01@aol.com 
 

Chair Public Affairs  

VACANT  
 

Official Photographer 

VACANT  
 

Chair ROTC Scholarships 

COL Ralph JWK Hiatt USA  

261-3301  

hiattr@hawaii.rr.com  
 

Chair Community Affairs  

Kathy Delong   

486-0439 

rasbma@yahoo.com 
 

Co-Editors PHK  

 CH(COL) Ron Bezanson USA 

955-4838 

bezansonrs01@aol.com 
 

CAPT George Sullivan USN 

623-2243 

alohasully@earthlink.net 
 

Webmaster 

Bob Ranaldo 

941-0602 

bobranaldo@yahoo.com 
 

Chair Database Mgt 

Maj George Montague USAF 

239-4222 

montagueg001@hawaii.rr.com 
 

TUG  

Col Lou Torraca USAF 

254-3286  

af06hi@gmail.com 
 

 Surgeon 

CDR John Boyer USN 

988-1966 

boyeraloha@aol.com 
 

Sergeant ïatï Arms 

LTC Hank Heyenga USA 

254-2814  

hheyenga@msn.com 

Executive Committee 

Thinning of the Ranks 
 

LCDR Robert M. Hemings, Jr. USNR (Ret) died  

Aug 29, 2009.  Survived by wife Elizabeth.  Inurnment 

in Arlington National Cemetery. 

Binnacle List 
 

Captain Richard D. Eber, USN (Ret) 
 

Colonel David A Lerps, USMC (Ret) 
 

LTCOL Thomas Kalus, USMC (Ret) 
 

Beryl Torraca spouse of COL Louis Torraca USAF (Ret) 
 

Editorôs Notes 
 

The author of the Big Bomber story on the front page, 

Dave Trojan, gave permission to edit his story.  Credit 

also go to the  Hawaii Aviation Preservation Society. 

Their website is http:hiavps.com/ 
 

Credit for Luncheon pictures on back page:  

John Harms 
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Editorôs Note:  This article may be overtaken by Congressional action by the time you receive this edition 

of the Pau Hana Koa.  Congress is in the process of waiving increases in Part B premium for all in 2010 

regardless of income or time of enrollment. 
 

MEDICARE RATES 2010  
Most Medicare beneficiaries wonôt pay higher premiums for Part B medical insurance coverage in 2010. Under current law, Part 

B premiums cannot rise faster than Social Security annual cost-of-living increases. And the Congressional Budget Office predicts 

there will be no cost-of-living increases for Social Security recipients in 2010 and 2011. But the law doesnôt protect all Medicare 

recipients from elevated health insurance costs. About 75% of people will be protected from the premium increase, according to 

Juliette Cubanski, a policy analyst at the Kaiser Family Foundation. The remaining 25% of Medicare recipients will face larger 

than normal premium increases because the costs are spread across a smaller share of beneficiaries. Here is who will have to pay 

greater Medicare premiums in the near future:  
 

·Medicaid Recipients. Medicaid, which is funded by states and the federal government, already pays Medicare part B pre-

miums for low-income individuals who qualify for both government programs. Medicaid will absorb the larger premi-

ums for the 17% of Medicare beneficiaries who are also eligible for Medicaid. ñThe individual doesnôt pay the higher 

cost of the Part B premium, but the state does,ò says Cubanski. 

·High Income Retirees. Seniors with a modified adjusted gross income above $85,000 for individuals and $170,000 for 

couples in 2009 already pay steeper premiums than other retirees. The wealthiest 5% of Medicare beneficiaries arenôt 

exempt from further Part B premium hikes. 

·New Enrollees. Retirees who sign up for Social Security and/or Part B medical coverage for the first time next year will 

also face higher premiums than existing Medicare recipients. While most Medicare Part B recipients currently pay 

$96.40 per month and will continue to be charged the same premium amount next year, costs are likely to increase for a 

quarter of retirees to $104.20 monthly in 2010 and $120.20 in 2011, according to Medicare Trustees. 

·Part D Users. Current law does not protect Medicare Part D prescription drug coverage recipients from premium increases 

in years when there is no Social Security cost-of-living adjustment. Retirees who experience increases in their Part D 

premiums could receive smaller Social Security checks next year. 

[Source: US News & World report Emily Brandon article 26 Aug 09 ++]  

2009  

ALL CHAPTER  DONATIONS  

As of 20 September 09 -   TOTAL GOAL IS $7,500 

Received to date $ 6,288  (Scholarships and Community Service) 
 

              DIAMOND CONTRIBUTORS ($1000 or MORE)  
Hank Heyenga  

 

PLATINUM CONTRIBUTORS ($500 or MORE)  

(Who will be the second?) 
 

GOLD CONTRIBUTORS ($100 TO $499) 

R.L. and Kiyoko Vonier , Richard and Beverly Lynn Meiers, Ralph and Clara Cook, Patricia Kubach, E.Grant 

Story and Allyn Thompson , Paul Schmitz, Joseph Comstock Jr, Bruce and Carolyn Smith , Charles Kimak, 

Ralph Hiatt , Jack and Carita Miller, Nancy Strabley, John and Joan Peters, Virginia Frizelle, Marian Williams, 

Robert and Frances Gwaltney, Randy and Jean Jaycox, Darrell and Rheta Large, H.William Burgess , Susan and 

Bernie Schneiderman, Rex and Amy Berglund. Myrl Noggle, Hiroko N. Rae, George and Roberta Sullivan, 

Jerome and Scotty East, Ross Mickey, David and Nancy Stefansson, Constance McQuillan,  

Robert and Mary McEldowney 
     

SILVER CONTRIBUTORS ($50 TO $99) 

Tom Smyth, Thomas J. Wells, Lynn Alward-Bingman, Clint Churchill, Ellen McGarry, Phyllis Brasser, Arnold 

and Beverly Drill, Lisa K Fry, Isabel Baker, Richard Denison, Carl L. Hokenson Jr., Jim Fromm,  

Edward and Virginia OôShaughnessy, Ira V. Baile, Regina Foster, Bill and Verne Moore 
 

BRONZE CONTRIBUTORS ($25 TO $49) 

Gerda Lippincott, Jim and Muff Drorbaugh, Jerry Colbertson, James and Kathleen Brown, Rick Post,  

Lee Bordenave, Roy McArdle, George Montague 

 If you donated in any of these categories and your name is not present call me, John Harms at 261-2282 
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 HAWAII STATE CHAPTER of the MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA                                   

New Membership Application and/or Current Member Dues Payment 
Name: ___________________________________________ Male  Ǐ     Female  Ǐ 

                              Last                                    First                         MI 

New Member Application  Ǐ   Currently a Regular Member   Ǐ     Currently an Auxiliary Member Ǐ 

New members: Complete next items and Regular or Auxiliary Member section.  Enter remittance at bottom. 

Current members: Complete any items that have changed and enter your remittance amount at bottom of form.  

Address:_________________________________________________________ Email:____________________ 

Date of birth:_________________________  National MOAA membership No. _________________________   

Home Phone:____________________  Office Phone: _____________________  Fax ____________________    

If married, spouseôs first name:___________________  Last name, if different than yours:____________________________________ 
Indicate interest in any of the following Chapter activities or Committees: 

Personal Affairs    LAVA    Public Affairs    Program/Social    Newsletter   Membership     Finance     Fund Raising     

J/ROTC Scholarships  and Awards       Community  Service      TUG(Computers)      Party  Bridge      Golf        Tennis      
Dues Enclosed $ __________ Optional Donation: Scholarships $ __________ Community Services $_________ 

 Total Remittance: $__________ Check to Hawaii State Chapter MOAA, PO Box 1185, Kailua HI 96734-1185 

Regular Members:  Active duty, retired, or former military officers are eligible for regular membership. 

Service ______  Rank _______  Active DutyǏ  RetiredǏ  ReserveǏ  National GuardǏ  Former OfficerǏ 

Dues: $18 per year; 5 years for $72. Life membership: Age 50 and under, $360; 51-60 $300; 61-70 $270; 

71-89 $120; 90 and older is free. 

Auxiliary Members:  Widows or widowers are eligible for membership whose spouses were regular mem-

bers or were eligible for regular membership. Rank of spouse: _______ Service of spouse: ________ 

Dues: $12 per year; 5 years for $48; Life membership: Age 50 and under, $180; 51-60 $150; 61-70 $120; 

71-89 $60; 90 and older is free.   

 

Wednesday, 21 October --Luncheon Event  -- 

----- Okame Daiko Performance --Taiko Drums -----      
Where:  Pohai Nani Retirement Community --  Kaneohe --  Reservations cut off date -- October 17, 2009 

Doors Open for Social Time 1100     Lunch 1130     Performance 1215  
 

Questions: e-mail GebhardJim@aol.com  or call 262-1165  
Auxiliary Car pool contact ï Anna Blackwell annagram2@aol.com or 739-9164 

 

Cut and Mail    
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Name Tag(s) to read_________________________________________________ 

LUNCH COST:  $22.00/Person     SCHOLARSHIP FUND________  

COMMUNITY SERVICE _______ TOTAL ENCLOSED _____________ 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO:  HAWAII STATE CHAPTER ï MOAA 

MAIL TO:  P.O. BOX 1185, KAILUA, HI.  96734 

RETIREE LIFE EXPECTANCY   
Results of new study provide more evidence that participating in volunteer activities may add years to an older person's life. 

In a study of U.S. retirees in 2002 , researchers found that volunteering significantly reduced the chances of dying over a four

-year period. Volunteering, the investigators say, may improve health outcomes by expanding retirees' social networks, in-

creasing their access to resources and improving their sense of self-worth. As part of the study, the men and women, whose 

average age was 78 years, were asked: "Have you spent any time in the past 12 months doing volunteer work for religious, 

educational, health-related, or other charitable organizations?" The researchers  found that volunteering was strongly associ-

ated with lower death rates, with 12% of 1766 volunteers dying by 2006 compared to 26% of 4594 non-volunteers. Even af-

ter adjusting for numerous factors such as the seniors' socioeconomic status, chronic illnesses, and functional limitations, vol-

unteering remained strongly correlated with lower death rates.  IF YOU CAN READ THIS, MOAA NEEDS YOU! 

mailto:GebhardJim@aol.com
mailto:annagram2@aol.com
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 USS Gunnel SS 253 
Fourth War Patrol  

February 5, 1944 - April 6, 1944 

Commander John S. McCain Jr. USN, Commanding Officer 

 

Consistent with the accounts of the earlier war patrols, verbatim excerpts of the Captain's report of this patrol are 

in the paragraphs commencing with dates/times underlined in bold face. To augment his report, additional first 

hand commentary and perspectives have been added to the narrative by the former Executive Officer/Navigator 

Lloyd R. "Joe" Vasey, R. Adm. USN Ret. [Chapter Member] and by other former crew members who are identified 

by name where possible. These commentaries and the recollections of the shipmates are presented in Italics (bold) 

to distinguish them from the commanding officer's official statements. 
 
(Ed Note: This is an excerpt provided by Tom Marzec.) 

March 1, 1944  1615: Sighted small sailing vessel with oversize aerial, in eastern end of Calavite Passage. 
 

Believed to be a patrol boat, it was watched until out of sight. Two days earlier a radio message received 

"Exclusively for the commanding officer" directed Gunnel to rendezvous in this vicinity at sunset two miles off-

shore with a sailing banca (canoe). The boat was manned by a Filipino guerilla unit, which needed a part for 

their American-made radio gear. Guerilla units and coast watchers were providing important highly important 

intelligence information to American forces. 
 

The boat came alongside while the transfer was made.  
 

By a remarkable coincidence, in 1980 Admiral McCain Ret. was visiting Manila and made a social call on his 

old friend President Ferdinand Marcos, President of the Philippines whom he had known while Commander in 

Chief of US forces in the Pacific region. In sharing their World War experiences they soon realized that Marcos 

was the guerilla leader who came alongside Gunnel in his boat. 
 

I first learned of this exchange some weeks later during my own meeting with President Marcos on a visit to Ma-

lacanang Palace in my role as head of an American "think tank".  After a two hour session discussing Asian 

security, I was starting to leave when he asked if I ever knew Admiral McCain. Before I could respond, he 

launched into an account of their conversation and the chance meeting off Mindoro, and then added. "Best of 

all, when we were about to cast off from the sub a young officer leaned over the side and handed me a large con-

tainer full of ice cream - a rare treat for me and my men in those days." 
 

"Yes sir," I responded, Admiral McCain and I have been good friends since the war when we were shipmates 

together. I was the officer who handed you the ice cream that day." With that, Marcos picked up a book he re-

cently authored and autographed it: "To: Rear Admiral Lloyd R. Vasey, an old salt. Thanks for the ice cream 

Circa 1943".  

A FEW HISTORIC OCTOBER EVENTS  
 

October 1 - 1st Hawaiian Stamp issued, 1851  
October 3 - East Germany and West Germany merge to become Germany, 1990  

October 10 - Vice President Spiro Agnew resigned, 1973  
October 18 - Alaska's flag was first raised, 1867  

October 20 - General Douglas MacArthur returned to the Philippines, 1944  
October 24 - Nylon stockings were sold publicly for the first time in Wilmington, Delaware, 1939  

October 30 - George Washington established the U.S. Cavalry, 1776  
October 31 - Halloween.  The editor was born, 1937  

Camp Lejeune Historic Drinking Water  
The Marine Corps encourages all those who lived or worked at Camp Lejeune before 1987 to register to receive 

notifications regarding Camp Lejeune Historic Drinking Water. Please encourage family or friends who were at 

Camp Lejeune during this period to also join the Notification Registry.  They may have been exposed to contami-

nated drinking water.   

To register call Camp Lejeune at 877 261 9782 Mon - Fri 0830 - 1700 EST, or online at www.marines.mil/clwater 
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Are you guilty of spreading 

SPAM??? Gmail does a pretty 

good job of sorting it outé I get 

several hundred a day except Sun-

days sometimes. So, do u help 

spread SPAM? Read on, u may be 

surprised! As usual, check out my 

A r oun d  Ha wa i i  co l umn  h t t p : / /

tinyurl.com/363qew after the first of October 

for additional info and helpful screenshots  

I have lost count over the years, of the times I 

have sent the following info (author unknown) 

to friends, family, business associates, some-

times even to someone I donôt know that has 

sent me a spam message. Some are actually 

cute! Unfortunately, many are not and as I 

covered in my previous column, they can re-

sult in some serious problems including the 

big, bad oneéidentity theft. So, u took my 

advice and now u own the worldsô best collec-

tion of impossible to crack passwords! Great, 

but how are u doing on email etiquette? Lots 

of articles appear every week written by some 

of the top computer gurus who have syndi-

cated columns that are read all over the coun-

try (and world, in some cases.) I could add all 

my pet peeves and perhaps cover some even 

the big fellows donôt hear much about, but 

rather than do a list, Iôll rely on each of you to 

read one or more of those columns, the next 

time you see oneéor if youôre really ambi-

tious, try out bing.com and do a search for 

email etiquetteéthat will keep u occupied for 

a long while. But, back to the question and a 

specific part of itéare you helping the spam-

mers? Yikes, me help one of those @#$%^é

no way Jose. OK, I hope u are right, but 

please, take the time to read what follows and 

if necessary, change the way you treat your 

next multi-address email. To help out those 

who may need it, I have included, at the end, a 

few screenshots of some of the more popular 

email programs and where to find the Bcc 

switch (in my online column). 

 

Sins of  The Internet: Not Using Bcc  

This is a little known yet very important issue 

on the web. Many good people commit this 

every day without knowing that there is an 

alternative, and without having any under-

standing of the very real damage that they are 

committing.       

TUG by Colonel Lou Torraca USAF (Ret.) 

How many times have you received or sent an email with an address like this: 

To: You@anywhere.com  Cc: Yourfriend@noone.org;             

Myfriend@anyplace.com;  
Looks fine, doesn't it? Except for some simple facts. By including email ad-

dresses in the Cc field you are inadvertently helping spammers. Even worse 

you are violating the basic privacy of everyone to whom you have sent the 

message. In fact, in the worst case, you may have put all of these people in 

danger. Huh? How can this be? This just a simple email! Let's say you send 

this email to twenty friends. Each of those friends will receive the email ad-

dresses of you and all twenty of your friends. All of those email addresses 

will be conveniently listed at the top of the message for everyone to see.  

If one of your so-called friends is actually a spammer, you've just given him 

the email addresses of nineteen other people. He can add those to his lists and 

send spam messages to all of them. Even worse, these are very valuable email 

addresses, as they are confirmed and known to be good. They can actually be 

sold to some spammers for a fair amount of money! Okay, let's say your 

friends are all fine, upstanding people who do not spam. You have still put all 

twenty people in danger. How? Email is not private by any means. In fact, 

your message will wind up on at least a couple of machines by the time you 

read it, and might actually find it way to thousands of them!  

Don't believe me? I worked as a consultant for a company several years ago. 

One day one of my fellow co-workers called me over to his system and asked 

me to look at something, a wide grin on his face. He had been working on our 

clients email system to fix a problem and accidentally listed out the email 

message file. He showed me a series of several hundred very explicit emails 

that two employees had been sending to each other for months! These two 

people would have been very embarrassed, I am sure, if they ever found out 

that we read every detail of their love affair - it was extremely x-rated in 

places!  

So you see, your email may actually be read by anyone at any of those sys-

tems at any time! Thus, by including all of the addresses in the "cc" field, you 

can easily give away them away to spammers.  

Now, here is the dangerous part. What if it's not a spammer who gets this 

message, but someone dangerous? There are many people on the internet (as 

in the real world) who are not so nice. Someone could send threatening mes-

sages to your friends. They could pretend they were you, or they could for-

ward your message to other unscrupulous people.  

Okay, that's the problem. Yet you want to send your message to several peo-

ple! How do you do so without compromising the privacy of everyone else? 

That's easy. You see, your email program has a special capability called Blind 

Carbon Copy (bcc for short). This allows you to enter the email addresses of 

anyone you want, without sending all of the addresses to everyone else on the 

list.  

It's basically a way to send a copy to someone without telling anyone else that 

you did it. This is commonly used in a corporate environment to send a copy 

to someone who needs to know without alarming the rest of the people who 

receive the message. For example, I might want to let the Vice President 

know about an issue, but I may not want everyone else to know that I clued 

him in (in a office, copying senior management tends to produce office poli-

tics very quickly as everyone scrambles to protect their behinds). Sometimes 

email programs hide this option. To find it, just go to the help and look for 

"bcc" or "blind carbon copy". The help will tell you how to turn it on.  

Usually there is some option to show the Bcc field directly under the Cc field. 
Thatôs a wrap for now, please let me know if I can help u stay out of trouble out 
there and hopefully u will now be keeping the bad guys from sending their SPAM to 
anyone in your address book! Visit www.the-tug.org for our meeting info.  
Aloha, Lou 

http://tinyurl.com/363qew
http://tinyurl.com/363qew
mailto:You@anywhere.com
mailto:Yourfriend@noone.org
mailto:Myfriend@anyplace.com
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UP-COMING  CHAPTER  ACTIVITIES:  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chapter Luncheon 

Taiko Drums Event 
October 21, 2009 

POHAI NANI  

See Page 5 for Reservation Form 

 
Luncheon at the Oahu  

Veterans Center 

Bill Riddle - Dead Downwind 

Douglas B-18 "Bolo" Bomber  


