
 

Coming Events  April 
 

7 Apr (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 OVC 
 

9 Apr (Mon) PAC Meeting, 1100 Sam Snead’s 
 

18 Apr (Wed) U.S.Army Museum Hawaii 

Lunch  1130 at the Hale Koa Hotel 
 

20 Apr (Fri) EXCOM Meeting  1100 MCBH O’Club   
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Coming Events March 
 

3 Mar (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 OVC  
 

15 Mar (Thu)  “Hanoi Hilton Revisited” 

By former POW Jim Hickerson 1130 OVC 
 

16 Mar (Fri)) EXCOM Meeting 1100 FS Hale Ikena 

POW To Tell His Story 
Captain   Jim  Hickerson  

will  be   the  guest  speaker  

and  honoree at our Chapter's 

March  luncheon.   In 1967, 

as   a   Navy   lieutenant  

commander flying an A7  off  

the  USS  RANGER aircraft  

carrier  over North Viet-

nam, his aircraft was hit by a 

surface-to-air missile.  He was forced to eject 

and was captured.  He spent nearly six years 

as a  prisoner  of  war,  tortured  and  deprived  

by his  North  Vietnamese  captors.   Upon  

returning home, he continued his naval career 

until  retiring  with  30  years of dedicated 

service.  After completing a successful second 

career as a businessman he continues to serve 

his community in volunteer capacities.  He is 

a deacon at the First Presbyterian Church, a 

board member of the U.S.Navy League,  on 

the Board of Directors of the  Pacific Aviation 

Museum,  the  Armed  Forces  Electronics 

Association and a Chapter member of 

MOAA.  His service decorations  include: 

Silver Star, Legion of Merit with Gold 

Star,  Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze  

Star  with  Gold  Star,  Meritorious Service 

Medal  with  Gold  Star,  Prisoner  of  War  

Medal,   Air   Medal   and   Purple   Heart   

with  Gold  Star.  He  has  also  received   Dis-

tinguished Public Service Awards and  the  

Honolulu Council Navy League Patriot 

Award.   

(See page 5 for details & reservations .) 

 

Letter from the President of MOAA 
Monday February 13 the Administration’s personnel and healthcare budget proposal was 

released and confirmed MOAA’s concerns that they would focus on shifting significant 

costs to those who served a career in uniform. 

The proposals would increase health care fees by $1,000 to $2,000 

per year for retired military families, and dramatically raise retail 

pharmacy copays  for  all  retirees,  drilling  Guard  and  Reserve  

members,  and currently serving family members. 

They  envision  capping  future  military  pay  raises  and  propose 

retirement reforms that would have to be voted on by Congress 

without the normal discussion and amendment process. 

MOAA believes these proposals constitute a major breach of faith 

with the military community that has borne the brunt of national 

sacrifice  over  the  last  decade  of   war  and  the  generations  of 

previous  hot  and  cold  wars. 

Unless  we  can  convince  Congress  otherwise,  they  will  dramatically  alter  the  career 

incentive   package   for   our  active  and  retired  forces  and  future  generations  of  

service members. 

Your  help  is  urgently  needed  to  contact  Congress  --  and   to  urge  your  family  and 

friends  to  get  involved  as  well. 

We  must  send  Congress  a  barrage  of  messages  protesting  this  “bait and switch” 

philosophy that would change the rules on generations of service members who believed 

promises  that  completing  an  arduous  service  career  would  earn  the  current  benefit 

package. 

Please urge your legislators by letter, card or the MOAA website http://www.moaa.org/ 

not to make military beneficiaries foot the bill for Pentagon leaders’ failure to meet their 

own responsibilities for efficient program management. 

Thank you in advance for your support, your assistance in spreading the word -- and your 

continued participation in MOAA alerts as we face dramatically higher legislative stakes 

in the months ahead. 

Sincerely,  

 
VADM Norb Ryan Jr., USN (Ret) 

President  

YOUR BENEFITS IN TROUBLE 

C:/Users/George/Documents/MOAA
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Aloha Fellow Members,  It is my pleasure to introduce and extend our warm aloha to the following 
new members of MOAA National and our Chapter: CDR Dan Madden, USNR (Ret) and wife 
Terri,  phone 384-9933; LtCol Kerry K. Gershaneck, USMC (Ret) and wife Kay, phone 366-3886; Capt 
Jay Dunn, USMC Res (Ret) and wife Denise, phone 285-3194. 
 A special thanks  to VP and  Programs  Committee  Chair  Glenn  Van  Ingen  and  Jim  Gerhard  for 

arranging such an outstanding February 23rd visit to the Pacific Aviation Museum.  Following our meeting and  lunch  the  
Museum  staff (under  direction  of  Executive  Director  and  fellow  MOAA  member Ken De Hoff) presented a 
most informative briefing and guided tour of both hangars by one of the museum’s most qualified and entertaining docent 
guides. 
     Our  March  meeting  and  luncheon  will  be  on  15  March, 1100 at the Oahu Veteran's Center (OVC).  This is one I 
especially look forward to.  Fellow chapter member CAPT Jim Hickerson, USN (Ret), former POW and nationally acclaimed 
speaker,  has  an amazing story to share with us.  We hope you and yours will can be with us.  
     As discussed before, our primary goal for 2012 is to significantly increase membership in both our chapter and MOAA 
national.  For every new dues paying member we recruit for MOAA national in 2012 our chapter will receive $20 and for 
every FREE membership we receive $10 plus bonuses which can amount to thousands of dollars. As one of the most 
densely populated military communities in the nation, there is no shortage of potential members.  Let's face it, if we think 
about it we all know other retired or active duty officers and surviving spouses who are not members. So please, let's now 
do them a big favor by reminding them what MOAA national and our great chapter are doing on their behalf and why they 
should sign the application you have for them. 
      To  help  us  sign  up  more  new  MOAA  and/or  chapter  members,  we  are  now  authorized  to  offer  the  following 
special incentives:  

--FREE one year membership for Active Duty, Guard and Reserve Officers. 
--FREE Membership for up to 4 years for ROTC & Academy Cadets, 
   Warrant officers and officers grade 01-03. 
 --Two year Chapter Membership for $25 & MOAA National Membership for $30 for new 
   Retired, Active Duty, National Reserve, Guard, or former officers or surviving spouses 
   not currently a member. 

     New  application  forms  are  now   available   upon   request   and   shortly  on  our  web  site  

<MOAA-Hawaii.MOAA-Hawaii.org>.  Don't hesitate contacting me or any Membership Committee member whenever you 
have questions or need assistance.  

Mahalo nui loa for your service, and aloha for now, Darrell 

President’s  Message 

LTC Darrell Large  USA (Ret) 

 

HAWAII STATE CHAPTER of the MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA                                   

New Membership Application or Current Member Dues Payment (enter name and changes only) 
 
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Male  □     Female  □ 
                              Last                                       First                            MI 

New Member Application  □   Current Regular Member   □     Current Auxiliary Member □ 

Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

Home Phone:_______________   Date of Birth:___________    E-mail:_________________________________ 

If married, spouse’s first name:_____________  Last name, if different than yours:___________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Regular Members:  Active duty, retired, or former military officers are eligible for regular membership. 

Service _____  Rank ______  Active □  Retired □  Reserve □  Guard □  Former Officer □  PHS □  NOAA □ 

Dues: $25 per year;  5 years for $100.  Active Duty: 1st year FREE.  90 and older: free!  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Auxiliary Members:  Widows or widowers are eligible for membership whose spouses were regular members or 

were eligible for regular membership. Rank of spouse: _______ Service of spouse: ________ 

Dues: $20 per year;  5 years for $75;  90 and older: free!  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dues Enclosed $ __________ Optional Donation: Scholarships $ __________ Community Services $_________ 
 

 Total Remittance: $__________ Mail check to Hawaii State Chapter MOAA, PO Box 15889, Honolulu, HI 96830 
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Opinions  expressed  in  this  newsletter  are  not necessarily   

Hawaii State Chapter  policy. 

 

Elected Officers 
 

President 

LTC Darrell Large USA 

395-6825 

DarrellLarge@aol.com 
 

1st Vice President 

Capt Glen Van Ingen USAF 

292-6844 

gvan@hawaii.rr.com  
 

 2d Vice President 

COL Ralph JWK Hiatt 

383-1010 

hiattr@hawaii.rr.com 

 

Appointed Officers 
 

Secretary 

Helen Baker 

753-7793 

propinvst@hawaii.rr.com 
 

Treasurer  

Col Mark Torreano USAF 

941-9350 

mmtorreano@gmail.com 
 

Accountant  

LTC Richard DeLong, USA 

486-0439 

 rasbma@yahoo.com 
 

Auxiliary 

Jayne Henley-Davis 

263-4248 

jayn28@gmail.com 
 
 

Veterans Affairs 

CAPT George Sullivan USN 

623-2243 

alohasully@earthlink.net 
 

Legislative Affairs 

LtCol Tom Smyth USMC 

531-2829 

 tjsmyth6@aol.com 
 

Co-Chairs Personal Affairs 

LtCol Lou Crompton USAF 

526-3022 

 lcrompton@juno.com 
 

CDR Jack Miller, USN 

261-4100  

jackmiller@hawaii.rr.com 
 

Chaplain 

CH(COL) Ron Bezanson USA  

292-6095  

bezansonrs@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acting Membership Chair 

LTC Darrell Large, USA 

395-6835 

darrelllarge@aol.com 
 

Public Affairs Advisor 

LtCol Kerry Gershaneck 

USMC 366-3886 

kgershaneck@haw.edu 
 

ROTC Scholarships 

COL Ralph JWK Hiatt USA 

383-1010  

hiattr@hawaii.rr.com 
 

Community Affairs  

Kathy Delong   

486-0439 

rasbma@yahoo.com 
 

Co-Editors PHK 

 CH(COL) Ron Bezanson USA 

955-4838 

bezansonrs@gmail.com 
 

CAPT George Sullivan USN 

623-2243 

alohasully@earthlink.net 
 

Webmaster 

Bob Ranaldo 

941-0602 

bobranaldo@yahoo.com 
 

Database Manager 

Maj George Montague USAF 

239-4222 

montagueg001@hawaii.rr.com 
 

TUG  

Col Lou Torraca USAF 

254-3286  

af06hi@gmail.com 
 

Sergeant –at– Arms 

CDR Lee Bordenave USN 

422-6477 

leejbordenave@clearwire.net 
 

Directory Editor 

LT Jim Fromm USCG 

677-7469 

jffromm@hawaii.rr.com 
 

Directory Business Manager 

Col Tom Fagan USA 

261-2606 

twfagan@gmail.com 

 

ATTENTION ***ATTENTION *** ATTENTION 

All Auxiliary & Officers' Wives ......There will be a 

Luncheon Meeting in April for just "US" 

Submitted by Jayne Henley-Davis.   

Details will follow via a phone call.  

 

- - CHAPTER SOCIAL EVENTS - - 
 

15 March, Lunch and  Speaker, chapter member 
and  former  POW   Jim   Hickerson,  “Hanoi  Hilton  

Re-Visited” Oahu Veterans Center (OVC)    1130 

Reservation and program details on page 5. 

 

18 Apr, VIP Tour U.S.Army Museum Hawaii. Lunch 

prior at Hale Koa Hotel     1130 

 

17 May, Lunch and Speaker, chapter member Carole 

Hickerson, “Recollections of a POW/MIA Wife,’ Oahu 

Veterans Center (OVC)     1130 

 

26 Aug, (Tentative)  Annual Picnic at Bellows Air 

Force Station Recreation Area    1200 

 

13 Dec, MOAA Annual Christmas Party, Hale Koa   

Hotel   1730 

 

Details for other events are still in the planning stage.  

Stay tuned!! 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Chairman Emeritus: 

RADM C. Bruce Smith, USN (Ret) 

Chairman, CAPT George Sullivan, USN (Ret) 2010-2012 

Helen Peil Baker, 2010-2012 

LtCol Tom Smyth, USMC (Ret) 2010-2012 

CDR Jack Miller, USN (Ret), 2011-2013 

CAPT John Peters, USN (Ret), 2011-2013 

Col Jim Gebhard, USAF (Ret) 2011-2013 

COL Ralph JWK Hiatt, USA (Ret), 2012-2014 

LCDR Tom Marzec, USN (Ret), 2012-2014 

Trish Kubach, 2012-2014 

    Executive Committee 
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2012 CHAPTER DONATIONS 
 

As of 23 February 2012 -   TOTAL GOAL IS $7000 
Received to date $1726.00 (Scholarships & Community Service) 

 

DIAMOND CONTRIBUTORS ($1,000 or MORE) 
Phillip Heyenga 

 

PLATINUM CONTRIBUTORS ($500 to $1,000) 
None 

 

GOLD CONTRIBUTORS ($100 TO $499) 

Darrell Large, Leah Rowland, Doug Gerbaz 
 

SILVER CONTRIBUTORS ($50 TO $99) 
David Stefansson, John Peters, Russell Perkins 

 

BRONZE CONTRIBUTORS ($25 TO $49) 
Phoebe Radovich, Dave Belatti, James Drorbaugh, Jim & Kathy Brown 

 

If you donated in any of these categories and your name is not present call me, Mark Torreano 941-9350 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS by Tom Smyth 

National Issues: Debate continues over the likely reduction in DOD budgets in the next six years. Of concern to us is the 

potential for major increases in the costs of TRICARE for active and retired personnel. At least the Congress did once 

again remove the possibility of a cut in Medicare payments to doctors. It  will  likely  be  a  while  before  any  definitive 

actions are taken. 

     Continuing good news for Hawaii is that there will likely not be any cuts to units or personnel across all services here. 

Even the potential reduction in surface ships at Pearl Harbor is probably going to be offset by addition of other vessels and 

shipyard repair and maintenance will continue at near present levels. Major construction projects are currently underway 

at Schofield Barracks, Fort Shafter, Wheeler Airfield, Joint Base Pearl Harbor Hickam and MCB-Kaneohe Bay. 

Hawaii Issues: We  continue  to  monitor  legislation,  some duplicative, before the Legislature. Of significance is the 

proposal to make permanent the exclusion from the General Excise Tax for our TRICARE contractor which has received 

strong support from legislative committees. Bills relating to state procurement preference for veteran-owned business are 

moving along. Giving priority preferences to acceptance of  other  state  licenses  for  military  spouses  and  allowing  

increased credit for military training are being well received. The national emphasis on “jobs for vets” being touted by the 

First  Lady  has  helped  raise  awareness  here  about  the  need  to  give  full consideration of the work ethic and skills 

that veterans can bring to the employer. Further streamlining voting procedures for those serving overseas are also under 

discussion. 

     We will testify on many of these bills and urge legislators to support them. All those currently still moving along are 

ones we do support.        

      Semper Fi,  Tom 

 

Historic Dates in March  -  -  - 
 

3, 1931:  Star Spangled Banner became nation anthem  

9, 1945:  B-29 raids drop incendiaries on Japan; 100,000 killed  

10, 1876:  First words spoken over a "telephone"  

15, 1913:  Pres Wilson met with reporters - first presidential press conference  

17, 1973:  POWs released at "Hanoi Hilton", welcome back Captains Coffee and Hickerson 

23, 1945:  1,500 ships bombard island of Okinawa  

25, 1954:  RCA produced first color TV  

29, 1943:  US rations meat to 784 grams [under 2 lbs] per week 



Page 5                                                                                        March 2012                          Newsletter of Hawaii State Chapter MOAA      

Thinning of the Ranks 

Commander Roger Hill, USN (Ret)  died  on  3  February.   He  was  predeceased  by  his  wife  Be’ann  on  

18 November 2010.  Roger lived in Pohai Nani for many years and was known for his good humor, friendly 

ways, and  as  a  caring  leader.  Memorial  Services  were  held  in  the  Pohai  Nani  auditorium  on  Saturday,  

25 February.  Roger is survived by his son, Brian Hill who resides on the Big Island. 
 

Captain Robert “Bull” Curtis, USN (Ret) died on 10 February at Tripler.  Bob served 28 years as a naval 

aviator  and  held  commands  including  VC-1  at  Barbers  Point  and  the  Barking  Sands  Pacific  Missile 

Range Facility.  He is survived by his wife, Shirley, son, Mike, and sister, Martha.  Memorial Services were held 

on 17 February at First Presbyterian Church of Honolulu. 

Binnacle List 

Chapter Vice President Glen Van Ingen had surgery at Tripler on 17 February and is recovering at home.  Ulla 

Popp had foot surgery at Tripler and is recovering at home.  Past Chapter President Bill Nations is recovering at 

home from throat cancer surgery. 

 

While creating husbands, God promised women that good and ideal husbands would be 

 found in all corners of the world.  .  .  .  But then he made the earth round! 

 
 

March 15, 2012 
BUFFET LUNCHEON and SPEAKER 

OAHU VETERANS CENTER 
Date: Thursday, 15 March --- Check-in & Fellowship 1100 --- Lunch 1130  

  

HANOI HILTON REVISITED 
CAPTAIN JIM HICKERSON, USN 

 

Cost:  $18.00 RSVP NLT MONDAY, MARCH 12TH  

_____ _____ _____ _____PLEASE CLIP AND MAIL IN YOUR RSVP____ ___ ___ ___ 
  

Name tag(s) to read: _____________________________________________________________ 
 

Make your check payable to HAWAII STATE CHAPTER MOAA 

Event Cost ($18) x (    ) = $___________   SCHOLARSHIP FUND: $_____________ 

COMMUNITY SERVICE: $___________ AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $_____________ 

I would like transportation to this event: YES________  No________ 

SEND TO: HAWAII STATE CHAPTER MOAA - P.O. BOX 15889 Honolulu, HI 96830 
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      TUG by Colonel Lou Torraca USAF (Retired) 
I’d walk a million miles…take 2. 

As promised, I’ve put together another short list [I know about attention span{:-)] of fun things I got to see and sometimes feel at the 2012  

International  Consumer  Electronics  Show  in  Vegas. For those just tuning in, the International CES is the world's largest consumer 

technology tradeshow and the 2012 International CES was the largest in the event's 44 year history, with a record number of more than 

3,100 exhibitors across the largest show floor in CES history – 1.861 million net square feet of exhibit space – and drawing a record of more than 153,000 

attendees.  

     The challenge, of course, is how to get close enough to anything to see it or feel it! There are some press events that help with that and one of the 

many I went to was ShowStoppers at the Wynn. Here are a few of the neat things I saw there. 

**Agloves**…I know, why do u need gloves in Hawaii? I was skeptical until I tried them, and guess what…they work just fine and are much better with 

touchscreens than your bare hands! The lightweight version is the one I choose for those of us in Hawaii, but if you travel in the Brrr months to cold places, 

they will be just fine, also.  Agloves are everyday knit gloves reinvented for a touch screen world. They are gloves you can text in, type in, call in. Knitted 

with a special conductive material, Agloves allow users to effectively operate iPhones, iPads, Droids, MP3 players, and all other capacitive touch screen 

devices. Works much better than a stylus! 

 

**A portable, XM-1 capsule speaker** delivers a superb audio effect with advanced sound technologies. The compact and robust design promises easy 

portability with an outstanding performance over years. The sound these little gems provide is really impressive. Here are the key features: Bass Xpansion 

System offers superior bass performance; Daisy chain X-mini™ Capsule Speakers™ for enhanced sound; Rechargeable batteries with playback of up to 

12 hours; 3.5mm audio jack compatible with media players, mobile phones and laptops. 

Violet (Aldebaran Robotics) showed off **the Karotz**, a “Smart Rabbit Robotic companion”. Touted as the first ever hardware device made especially for 

Facebook, the Karotz is the third generation of internet-connected rabbits that were launched back in 2005 as Nabaztag. Violet believes that this cute little 

robot will be pretty popular in the US with over 157 million Facebook users – or potential customers.  The Karotz lets users link their Facebook (and now, 

Twitter) account to allow other people to interact with them via the robot. Karotz has a belly light that lights up with different colors to notify users about 

updates and can be used to send updates via its built-in webcam, and mic. Updates can be posted as audio, text, or photographs to its user’s Facebook 

wall. The robotic rabbit can also be used to answer questions, perform searches, play music, read emails, read the weather forecast, tweets, RSS feeds 

and more. And if that’s not enough, it also works with RFID chips to launch apps or send emails – a handy way to tell if your child has got home safely 

while you’re away at work. Karotz’s looks can also be customized with a USB tail or Skinz tattoos. 

 

**Rebit Pro** is the only hybrid backup software specifically designed for the laptop. Whether you're at home, the office or on the road, Rebit Pro's unique 

hybrid backup capability keeps your laptop backed up. Not connected to your backup device? No problem. Your data is securely and continuously backed 

up to the cloud, available whenever you need it. Rebit Pro creates full-system recovery points every day, making it fast and easy to restore your computer. 

Rebit Pro restores everything: your entire operating system; all of your applications, including the associated license keys; all of your email files; personal 

settings; bookmarks; and,  of  course, all  of  your  data  files—everything is completely restored. Rebit Pro backs up all file changes every 30 seconds, 

essentially eliminating the chances of lost work. Rebit Pro continuously and automatically backs up your computer, pausing only when there is keyboard 

activity. With Rebit Pro, there is no need to keep your computer running at night for a dedicated backup operation. Integrated cloud backup provides a 

secure, remote copy of selected folders in case of a site disaster or theft. All of your new and updated files are automatically backed up to the cloud. You 

even can retrieve your data while on the road using  Rebit Pro's remote access capability. Rebit Pro brings it all together in a single, tightly integrated 

package—full-system recovery, continuous data protection and cloud-based disaster recovery. That's unified data protection. That's Rebit Pro. Simply the 

best backup software for the professional on the go. 

 

**DoAT** is a new iPhone app that promises to deliver a different kind of search experience. The app lets you personalize your search, allowing you to 

find content the way you want to find it. Instead of turning up a list of search results, it gives you a list of categories, allowing you to select the direction you 

want to go, and, there is no need to download a bunch of apps. For example search for a storm that has been predicted by your favorite weather person, 

and you can choose to see results in social media, reference, weather, etc. So, if you wanted to see the latest buzz on the impending storm you would 

select “social.” Then you can swipe through search results from various social media mobile apps: Twitter, LinkedIn, FourSquare and so on. And, again, 

there’s no need to actually download any of the apps. This app definitely makes is easier to customize your results and get exactly what you’re looking for. 

The “swipe” interface is unique, practical, and fun to work with. Also, there’s a sense of discovery as you are introduced to sites you may not have used 

before. 

 

**SafePlug Smart Energy systems** will cut your home electricity bills by up to 30%. With the cost of electricity in Hawaii twice that of the rest of the USA, 

this electronic gadget makes a lot of sense! SafePlug Smart Energy outlets will measure the energy consumption for each appliance and turn them off 

when not needed. SafePlug SE receptacles use SafePlug data tags on electrical plugs to add unique identification of each portable electrical device. If a 

tagged appliance, lamp, extension cord, tool, or electronic device  gets  moved  to  a  different  SafePlug  SE  outlet,  the Smart Meter or a gateway can 

still locate the appliance for precise energy monitoring, on your PC or smartphone so u can decide when to turn things off that consume a lot of electricity. 

OK, that should  provide u with  food  for  thought.  Stay  tuned  for  a  few  more  next  time  and  remember  to  keep  safe  out  there  on  the  www. 

 

Visit http://tinyurl.com/363qew 1 March for more info and pictures and www.the-tug.org for mtg info. 

      Aloha, Lou 
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AN INTERESTING LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY 

—  ADMIRAL NIMITZ   Author Unknown 

Tour boats ferry people out to the USS Arizona Memorial in 

Hawaii every thirty minutes.  We had just  missed a ferry and 

had to wait for thirty minutes so I went into a small gift shop 

to  kill  time.  In  the  gift  shop  I  purchased  a  sma11  book 

entitled, “Reflections on Pearl Harbor” by Admiral Chester 

Nimitz.  Sunday, December 7th 1941, Admiral Nimitz was 

attending a concert in Washington, D.C.  He was paged and 

told there was a phone call for him.  When he answered the 

call it was President Franklin Delano Roosevelt on the phone.  

He told Admiral Nimitz that he (Nimitz) would now be the 

Commander  of  the  Pacific  Fleet.  Admiral Nimitz flew to 

Hawaii to assume commend of the fleet.  He landed at Pearl 

Harbor on Christmas Eve, 1941.  He found that there was  

such a spirit of despair, dejection, and defeat that you would 

have thought the Japanese had already won the war.  On 

Christmas Day, 1941, Admiral Nimitz was given a boat tour 

of the destruction that was wrought on Pearl Harbor by the 

Japanese.  Big sunken battleships and other Navy vessels 

cluttered the waters everywhere they looked.  As the tour boat 

returned to the dock, the young helmsman of the boat asked, 

“Well Admiral, what  do  you think after seeing all of this 

destruction?”  Admiral Nimitz’s reply shocked everyone 

within the sound of his voice.  He said, “The Japanese made 

three of the biggest mistakes that an attack force could ever 

make, or else God was taking care of America.  Which do 

you  think  it  was?”  Shocked and surprised, the young 

helmsman asked, “What do you mean by saying the Japanese 

made the three biggest  mistakes  an  attack  force  ever  

make?”   Nimitz  explained:   Mistake  number  one:  the 

Japanese attacked on a Sunday morning.  Nine out of every 

ten crewmen assigned to those ships were ashore on leave.  If  

those same ships had been lured to sea and sunk, we would 

have lost 38,000 men instead of 3,800.   Mistake number two: 

when the Japanese saw all those battleships lined in a row 

they got so carried away with sinking the battleships that they 

never once bombed  our  dry  docks opposite those ships.  If  

they had destroyed our dry docks we would have had to tow 

every one of the damaged ships to America to be repaired.  

As it is now the ships are in shallow water and  can be raised. 

One tug can then pull them over to the dry docks, and we can 

have them repaired and at sea by the time we could have 

towed them to America.  And I already have crews ashore  

anxious to man those ships.  Mistake number three:  every 

drop of fuel in the Pacific theater of war is currently in top of 

the ground storage tanks just five  miles away, over that hill.  

One attack plane could have strafed those tanks and destroyed 

our fuel supply.  That’s  why  I  say the Japanese made three 

of the biggest mistakes  that an attack force could make or 

else God was taking care of America.”  I’ve never forgotten 

what I read in that little book.  It is still an inspiration as I 

reflect upon it.  In jest I might suggest that because Admiral 

Nimitz was a Texan, born and raised in Fredericksburg, 

Texas, he was a born optimist.  But any way you look at it, 

Admiral Nimitz was able to see a silver lining in a situation 

and circumstance where  everyone  else  saw  only  despair  

and  defeatism.  President Roosevelt had chosen the right man 

for the right job.  We desperately needed a leader that could 

see the silver linings in the midst of the clouds of dejection, 

despair and defeat.  There is a reason that our national motto 

is, IN GOD WE TRUST.          Submitted by Jim Gebhard 

NOW HEAR THIS !!!    OAHU VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

    Battleship Missouri Memorial (Ford Island)  
             808-455-1600  x 224         Keven Williamson 
             808-455-1600  x 249                                                                           Stacy Baily  
   WW2 Valor In The Pacific National Monument  (Arizona Memorial)       Carolyn Knoll 
                        808-422-3399 
                         Carolyn_Knoll@nps.gov         Try Email First 
   Pacific Aviation Museum Pearl Harbor (Ford Island)                                Loretta Fung 
                         808-441-1008 
   U.S. Army Museum, Fort DeRussy                                                              Judy Bowman 
             808-438-2822 
   U.S. Army Tropic Lightning Museum (Schofield Barracks)                       Kathleen Ramsden 
                         808-655-0438 
   USO Center, AMC Terminal, Hickam AFB JBPHH                                      Charity Howe 
                         808-448-9966 
   Pearl Harbor Joint Retired Activities Office (Navy, Coast Guard, 
             808-474-1999 x 6317                              Marine Corps. )                   Admiral Smith 
                         808-474-1999 x 6317           Colonel Lee 
   Wounded Warrior Project  
                        www.woundedwarriorproject.org  Submitted by Tom Seale for the PAC 

tel:808-455-1600%C2%A0%20x%20224
tel:808-455-1600%C2%A0%C2%A0x%20249
tel:808-422-3399
mailto:Carolyn_Knoll@nps.gov
tel:808-441-1008
tel:808-438-2822
tel:808-655-0438
tel:808-448-9966
tel:808-474-1999%20x%206317
tel:808-474-1999%20x%206317
http://www.woundedwarriorproject.org/
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UP-COMING  CHAPTER  ACTIVITIES: 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

15 March, “Hanoi Hilton Revisited” 

Speaker, Former POW Jim Hickerson 

Oahu Veterans Center (OVC) 1100 

For details and reservations see Page 5. 

23 Feb Activity—Pacific Aviation Museum 


