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Special Tour in 
June:  Iolani Palace 

 Now that Hawaii is slowly—
some would say too slowly—
returning to some semblance of  
what life was like pre-pandemic, 
your Hawaii Aloha Chapter has 
arranged our first get together 
since February, 2020.  It is a 
tour of  historic Iolani Palace. 

 Pursuant to present pandemic 
protocols, we will be conducted 
on the tour in groups of  up to 
ten persons.  The fee for the 
tour is $11.95/person, payable 
before the tour.  This outing is 
scheduled for Friday, 18 June, at 
1100—but, plan to arrive up to 
half  an hour earlier to check in 
and pay for the tour.  So we 
know how many people will be 
there and, thus, how many do-
cents will be required for our 
small groups, please call Mark 
Webster at 808-734-5994 to 
leave a message that you and 
your guests will be joining us in 
our first gathering in 15 months. 

 Iolani Palace is located in 
downtown Honolulu, on the 
corner of  King Street and 
Richards Street.  The vehicle 
entrance to the Palace 
Grounds is located off  Like-
like Mall, on the left of  King 
Street between the Palace and 

the Hawaii State Library. 
There is limited metered park-
ing on Iolani Palace grounds 
and nearby streets.  It is rec-
ommend that you add a mini-
mum 2 hours to your parking 
meter (only quarters with a 
rate of  25cents/15minutes) to 
ensure that you have adequate 
time to walk to and from your 
car and for your tour.  Fees 
will vary by location.  Be 
aware that street parking may 
be limited to certain lengths 
of  time and prohibited during 
morning and afternoon rush 
hours. Please read posted 
signs carefully and take note 
of  TOW AWAY information. 

 As Iolani Palace is a sacred 
place, guests are required to be 

dressed in a manner that is re-
spectful of  its cultural and his-
torical significance. Shirts and 
footwear are required; you will 
also be asked to wear shoe cov-
erings provided by the Palace. 

 Food and beverages not al- 

Please See Palace on Page 3  
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NOTICE 
This newsletter, my 186th issue of  Nā Leo O Nā 
Koa, is an official publication of  Hawaii Aloha 
Chapter, Military Officers’ Association of  Ameri-
ca, P.O. Box 201441, Honolulu, Hawaii  96820. 

Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy. 

The Trivia Question 
So many dates to keep track of:  January we now 
have Martin Luther King Day; in February is it 

Washington's or Lincoln's Birthday or just Presi-
dents’ Day; Easter keeps changing... Memorial 

Day used to be fixed on May 30, but then "they" 
changed it to the last Monday.  But this month we 

DO have June 28... wow... that doesn't 
change...you certainly remember June 28…Right?  

What's that? 

See Trivia Answer Page 6 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
18 June 2021 1100, Guided Tour of Iolani Palace followed 
(Friday)   by lunch tentatively at Mangiamo Restaurant 

25 June 2021 0900, Golf Outing, Leilehua Golf Course, 
(Friday)    199 Leilehua Golf Course Road, Wahiawa 

15 July 2021  1100, Luncheon Meeting at Oahu Veterans 
(Thursday)  Center; Guest Speaker:  Richard Rankin;   
        Topic:  Wounded Warriors Ohana  

23 July 2021 0900, Golf Outing,  Barbers Point Golf Course, 
(Friday)    92-2219 Franklin D. Roosevelt Ave., Kapolei 

19 Aug 2021 Honolulu Railway Society Tour and Excur-
(Thursday) sion followed by lunch at a nearby restaurant 

27 Aug 2021 0900, Golf Outing, Leilehua Golf Course, 
(Friday)    199 Leilehua Golf Course Road, Wahiawa 

11 Sep 2021 Noon, Picnic, Foster Point, Hickam AFB 
(Saturday)  (Picnic Chairperson Needed) 

24 Sep 2021  0900, Golf Outing, Klipper Golf Course, 
(Friday)   Kaneohe Marine Corps Base Hawaii 

21 Oct 2021 1100, Luncheon Meeting, OVC 

Hawaii Aloha Chapter, 
MOAA 

 President’s Message 
 By Mark Webster 

 After a false alarm last September 
when we believed the highly conta-

gious Wuhan virus was on the way out, it looks like 
it is finally going to happen and we will be able to 
return to having meetings and tours. 

 Accordingly, our chapter’s Vice President and Pro-
gram Chairman, Mike Fricano,  is optimistically 
finalizing plans for alternating monthly meetings 
and tours for the rest of  the year. 

 Our last get together was a tour of  the Pearl Har-
bor Aviation Museum in February, 2020, and now a 
tour of historic Iolani Palace is planned for 18 June.  
In July we hope to be able to have a luncheon meet-
ing at the Oahu Veterans’ Center. 

 Now that we hopefully can resume our activities, 
Wesley Fong, a Director on our Board of  Direc-
tors, has made the very altruistic suggestion that a 
committee be formed to make a charitable dona-
tion of  paper goods to Fisher House at Tripler Ar-
my Medical Center, just like we did in February, 
2017 and October, 2014. 

 I like this idea as well as his additional suggestion 
of  distributing a non-religious card of  cheer and 
encouragement to every patient at TAMC, just like 
the Aloha Chapter did in November, 2013. 

 Any chapter members that are interested in either 
or both of these volunteer community services, 
please let me know.  Also, we need to resume our 
songfests for the patients at the Center for Aging at 
TAMC in November or December. 

 In November, when we have our annual General 
Membership Meeting at the Hickam AFB Officers’ 
Club on a Thursday evening, when they have their 
Mongolian BBQ special dinner, we will be visited by 
some members of the MOAA Councils and Chapters 
team who will be evaluating and assisting our chapter. 

 Resounding praise and accolades to Mike Fricano for 
presenting MOAA’s three vital issues in their Advocacy in 
Action campaign to our two senators.  Because of 
fences around the Capitol, it had to be done virtually. 
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Congressional Gold 
Medal Presentation in 

San Francisco, CA 
 On 2, 3 & 4 July 2021 there will be multi-
ple presentations of  the Congressional 
Gold Medal (CGM) to Chinese-American 
veterans of  WWII in San Francisco, Cali-
fornia.  The Northern California Chapter 
for the CGM presentations needs Chinese 
field grade officers in all branches of  ser-
vice to make these many presentations in 
San Francisco.  If  you meet the criteria as a 
presenter or know of  anyone who qualifies 
as a presenter and can assist in making 
these very important lifetime presentations 
in San Francisco during the above dates, 
please contact MG Bob Lee at 226-7999.  
If  any questions, please call COL Wes 
Fong at 595-6127.   Mahalo.,       Wes 

Palace from Front Page 

lowed. 
 Remove hat and sunglasses before entering Iolani 
Palace. 
 Please be advised of  the "no bag" policy at the site. 
What's allowed?  A small bag, wallet, cameras, and 
phones. 

 This is the site of  an ancient heiau and the location 
where alii nui (high ranking chiefs) are buried. Histori-
cally the grounds of  Iolani Palace were reserved for 
only the alii nui and their honored guests. Please be 
mindful while on these grounds.  This sacred land is a 
beacon of  hope for many in our community. 

 Visitors are welcome to take photos of  the Iolani 
Palace interior, exterior, and grounds for personal use. 
The following are not permitted: 
• Flash photography 
• Videotaping 
• Audio recording 
• Tripods or selfie sticks 
• Extended lenses 

 After the tour, the present plan is to meet at the 
Mangiamo Restaurant (formerly Sam Snead’s) at the 
Navy/Marine Golf  Course near the NEX and the 
Moanalua Shopping Center.  You may order what you 
wish—the lunchtime Soup and Salad Bar is recom-
mend—since we will get separate checks. 

 Iolani Palace has had a fascinating history.  As refer-
enced in Wikipedia:  The Iolani Palace was the royal 
residence of  the rulers of  the Kingdom of  Hawaii 
beginning with Kamehameha III under the Kame-
hameha Dynasty (1845) and ending with Queen 
Liliʻuokalani (1893) under the Kalākaua Dynasty, 
founded by her brother, King David Kalākaua.  It is 
now a National Historic Landmark listed on the Na-
tional Register of  Historic Places.  After the monar-
chy was overthrown in 1893, the building was used as 
the capitol building for the Provisional Government, 
Republic, Territory, and State of  Hawaiʻi until 1969.  
The palace was restored and opened to the public as a 
museum in 1978.  Iolani Palace is the only royal palace 
on U. S. soil. 

Please See Palace on Page 4 
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Palace from Page 3 

 By the time David Kalākaua 
assumed the throne, the original 
Iolani Palace was in poor con-
dition, suffering from ground 
termite damage.  He ordered 
the old palace to be razed. 

 Kalākaua was the first mon-
arch to travel around the world.  
While visiting Europe, he took 
note of  the grand palaces 
owned by other monarchs. Like 
Kamehameha V, he dreamed of  
a royal palace befitting the mon-
arch of  a modern state.  He 
commissioned the construction 
of  a new Iolani Palace, directly 
across the street from Aliʻiōlani 
Hale, to become the official pal-
ace of  the Hawaiian monarchy. 

 Three architects, Thomas J. 
Baker, Charles J. Wall, and 
Isaac Moore, contributed to 
the design; of  these, Baker de-
signed the structure, while 
Wall and Moore offered other 
details.  The cornerstone was 
laid December 31, 1879  dur-
ing the administration of  Min-
ister of  the Interior Samuel 
Gardner Wilder.  It was built 
of  brick with concrete facing.  
The building was completed in 
November, 1882, and cost 
over $340,000 — a vast for-
tune at the time.  It measures 
about 140 feet by 100 feet, 
and rises two stories over a 
raised basement to 54 feet 
high.  It has four corner tow-
ers and two in the center rising 
to 76 feet.  On February 12, 
1883, a formal European-style 
coronation ceremony was 

held, even though Kalākaua 
had reigned for 9 years.  The 
coronation pavilion officially 
known as Keliiponi Hale was 
later moved to the southwest 
corner of  the grounds and 
converted to a bandstand for 
the Royal Hawaiian Band. 

 Iolani Palace features archi-
tecture seen nowhere else in 
the world.  This unique style is 
known as American Florentine.  
On the first floor a grand hall 
faces a staircase of  koa wood.  
Ornamental plaster decorates 
the interior. The throne room 
(southeast corner), the blue 
meeting room, and the dining 
room adjoin the hall.  The blue 
room included a large 1848 
portrait of  King Louis 
Philippe of  France and a koa 
wood piano where Liliʻuokala-
ni played her compositions for 
guests.  Upstairs are the private 
library and bedrooms of  the 
Hawaiian monarchs. 

 An exterior view of  the Pal-
ace was frequently shown on 
the original TV show Hawaii 
Five-O, suggesting it hosted 
the offices of  the fictional 
state police unit featured on 
the show.  It was also later 
portrayed in the late 1980s 
and early nineties as the head-
quarters of  the Honolulu 
Prosecuting Attorney, includ-
ing Jason McCabe in the TV se-
ries Jake and the Fatman. 

 A movie titled Princess Kaiulani 
about Princess Victoria Kaʻiu-
lani Cleghorn was filmed at the 
palace in 2008. 

 See you on the 18th! 

The Law All Veterans 
Are Bound To Forever 
 The U.S. Supreme Court chose 
not to hear the case of  a retired 
Marine who was court-martialed 
for a sexual assault he committed 
three months after Honorably 
separating from the Marine 
Corps in August 2015. By not 
accepting to review the case 
(Larrabee v. the United States), 
the U.S. Supreme Court upheld 
the status quo: that military retir-
ees are subject to the Uniform 
Code of  Military Justice (UCMJ). 

 Attorneys argued that Larra-
bee’s case should have been 
considered by the U.S. Supreme 
Court because it has far-
reaching consequences for all 
Honorably discharged military 
retirees. The law stipulates that 
"retired members of  a regular 
component of  the Armed Forc-
es who are entitled to retirement 
pay" and "members of  the Fleet 
Marine Corps Reserve" are sub-
ject to court-martial jurisdiction. 

 The Government maintains, 
that military retirement is simply 
a change of  military status and 
retired personnel are subject to 
recall should the need arise.  The 
Government argues that the very 
act of  receiving retired pay 
means that retired military per-
sonnel are choosing to keep a 
relationship with the military and 
accept all that goes with the 
choice not to terminate their 
connection to the Armed Forces. 

Bottom line for all military re-
tirees, as long as they are re-
ceiving pay they will be bound 
to UCMJ law forever. 

(Source: VA Newsletter) 



Chaplain’s Corner 

By Dr. Fred P. 
Staedel 

 In  l a s t  month ’s 
“Chaplain’s Corner” we 
discussed “hoping,” 
hoping for an opening 
of  society and the release from 
COVID restrictions. We hoped for a 
good outcome and its blessings and 
that such hopefulness is much like 
praying.  Well, it would appear that 
such prayers have been answered and 
our gratitude is now the order of  the 
day as “A New Day is Dawning!” 

 The first day of  Summer comes this 
month on the 14th and June portends as 
COVID ends that we can celebrate the 
coming of  Summer and the opening of  
our society with the release from those 
pandemic mandates and that our free-
doms can return. So dear reader let us all 
join together in gratitude! Expressing 
gratitude is a form of  prayer and being 
thankful is also a form of  prayer. Thes-
salonians confirms this concept of  
prayerful thanks: “Rejoice always, pray 
continuously, give thanks in all circum-
stances for this is God’s will for 
you…” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18). 

 And now that we are in the month of  
June, we have much to celebrate includ-
ing the celebration of  Father’s Day and 
Flag Day.  We all can celebrate our earthly 
father as well as our heavenly Father.  We 
can give thanks for our blessed Nation 
and may its flag always fly.  And we shall 
give thanks and express our gratitude to 
our God for releasing us from the pesti-
lence of  the pandemic. 

 “I will give thanks to you, Lord, with 
all my heart; I will tell of  all your 
wonderful deeds.” (Psalm 9:1).  Fred 

Surviving Spouses, etal 
By Jayne Henley-Davis 
 Are you challenging your mind?  Experts say 
THAT is the key to long-lasting intelligence, 
memory, and independence.  It can even make 
you a better driver. 

 Brain Fog, Senior Moments, Alzheimer's dis-
ease.....at nearly every stage of adult life, memory and 

cognition top the list of health concerns for Americans.  Believe it or not, 
Scientists have found that cognitive function, speed, and memory start to 
slowly decline at age 30.  Fortunately, researchers have GOOD news, too.  
We can harness the power of the brain's capability to build new connec-
tions to regain and even improve upon the mental sharpness of youth.  
Just as a muscle grows stronger with exercise, the Brain grows stronger 
when challenged. 

 Your brain was designed to think and to learn.  To fill its potential, 
it needs to encounter new challenges and novel experiences.  It can 
mean taking a new route to the store, learning a musical instrument, 
or studying a new language.  The idea is to do something that 
doesn't come easily, so your brain will grow and develop new neural 
connections to meet the cognitive demand.  Play new 
games.....crossword puzzles, Sudoku, and games like poker, bridge, 
and chess all keep your mind busy.  BUT....it's really only while 
you're learning them that they change your brain.  Once they be-
come easy, you need to add more challenges by seeking more ad-
vanced puzzles or learn a new game to add to your repertoire. 

 There are countless apps and Computer programs that offer brain 
games to challenge your memory and skill.  There are also Brain-
training programs that are now available to anyone with a phone or 
a computer and a desire to improve daily cognitive abilities. 

 As we get older, and our processing speed slows, our peripheral 
vision diminishes.  This isn't a problem in the eyes, but a change in 
how quickly and accurately the brain is processing the information 
coming from the periphery.  Because this is a processing issue, it's a 
trainable skill.  The next time you visit the ophthalmologist and he 
shows you a screen with a picture in the center, briefly, and then an-
other picture shows up in the periphery, and he asks you questions 
about both, he is testing your brain's ability to process speed and in-
formation.   Usually this "game" continues but gets faster with each 
set of pictures.  Over time, the training rewires how the brain pro-
cesses information and provides real world benefits.  An independ-
ent team of researchers reported that people who trained with simi-
lar games, experienced a 48% reduction in at-fault car crashes. 

 This slowed visual system is also the reason for the higher risk of 
falls in older people.  Slowed processing speed can also affect hear-
ing as well.  Brain-training can rewire the brain to make the auditory 
system faster and improves memory to be more accurate. 

 Exercising, eating a healthy diet, managing chronic health condi-
tions, and maintaining social connections are all strongly linked to 
cognitive benefits. 

 So.......where will you start????? 
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May Golf Report 
 If  you followed the Golf  News 
for these past two months COL 
(Ret) Joseph Kuroda has supplied 
the HAMOAA golfers with water.  
COL Joe, we hope your “Glee” is 
over flowing because we truly ap-
preciate your generous thoughts 
and action for our game days. 

 On Monday, 17 May, HAMOAA 
Golf  Club enjoyed the beauty of  

Leilehua Golf  Course. The sunny and cool 
weather was a perfect day for golf.  Our first 
place team was Ira Tagawa and yours truly 
Les Bise. 

 In second place was Myron Brumaghim 
and Kelly Lau.  Following in third place was 
Dave Umeda and guest, Carl Watanabe.  
Teams were determined by blind draw.  Con-
gratulations to our winners, but it was all fun 
and the best golf  weather on the planet. 

 Our next outing will be back to Leilehua 
Golf  Course, Friday, 25 June, first tee at 09:00. 

 Hawaii Aloha Chapter members and their 
guests are invited to join the fellowship of  our 
monthly golf  outings.  Please contact Les 
Bise:  bisel001@hawaii.rr.com; 808-227-1462. 

 Our schedule for the rest of  the 2021 season: 
09:00, June 25, Friday, Leilehua 
09:00, July 23, Friday, Barbers Point 
09:00, August 27, Friday, Leilehua 
09:00, September 24, Friday, Klipper 
09:00, October 22, Friday, Leilehua 
09:00, November 22, Monday, Barbers Point 
09:00, December 17, Friday, Leilehua 

Leslie Bise 
Director of  

Golf  (DOG) 

Jerry Coffee      6/02 

Robert Fishman   6/05 

Shigeru Kataoka   6/05 

Jason Seal       6/05 

Richard Vonier    6/09 

Bruce Holmberg   6/10 

Melvin Kau      6/10 

Richard Leong    6/11 

Paul Schmitz     6/17 

John Dodson     6/18 

Charles Miller     6/18 

Ken Munechika   6/18 

Roy Ota         6/18 

Thomas Marzec   6/21 

Peter Pawling     6/23 

Richard Hacker    6/27 

Clyde McAllister   6/29 

Hau'oli lā hānau 
Partial List of Known 

June Babies 
Expired Memberships not listed 

Best Wishes for many, many 
more Birthdays! 

Add these Websites to your 
“Bookmarks” 

 h�p://www.moaa.org 
h�p://takeac�on.moaa.org 

http://www.moaa-hawaii.org 

Trivia Answer 

On 28 June 1914 Archduke Franz Ferdinand, 
heir to the Austria-Hungary Empire, was as-

sassinated in Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina, by 
a Serbian nationalist who wanted to end Aus-
tria-Hungarian rule over Bosnia-Herzegovina.  
Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia.  Ger-
many backed Austria-Hungary; Russia, France, 
and UK sided with Serbia... and WWI—then 

known as the Great War—started. 

Tribute to Vietnam Veterans 
 On Saturday, 29 May, the Hawaii chapter of  
Vietnam Veterans of  America held their first 
meeting in 15 months at the Oahu Veterans 
Center.  The highlight of  the meeting was the 
viewing of  the outstanding, locally-produced 
42-minute Hawaii Vietnam Veteran Anniver-
sary video at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=D-3v-ZjBBUc.  You may recog-
nize some of  the participants. 
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2021 Hawaii Aloha Chapter Leadership 
Officers & Commi1ee Chairs 

President:    Mark Webster, USN 
  734-5994                
  Markster96816@gmail.com 
Vice President: Mike Fricano, USAF 
  386-8575     heyref13@gmail.com 
Secretary:          Vacant  

Treasurer:     John Kim, USAF 
  988-3349 
  jssk3155@gmail.com 
Surviving Spouses: Jayne Henley-Davis 
  263-4248 
  jayn28@gmail.com    
Community Affairs:  John Ma, USA 
  486-4805                
  John.ma08@yahoo.com 
JROTC/ROTC: Toni Correia, USA 
  721-0401                
  Tonihawaii@hawaii.rr.com 
Legislative Liaison:  Robert Lee, USA 
  486-1488                
  bobleehnl@msn.com 
Membership:  Mark Webster, USN 
  734-5994                
  Markster96816@gmail.com   

Hawaii Aloha Chapter 

Military Officers Associa.on 

Of America 

P.O. Box 201441 

Honolulu HI 96820-1356 

2018 & 2019 

2019 

Committee Chairs & Activities  

Membership Deputy:  Kathleen Ebey, 

  Surviving USN Spouse 

  488-0743 

  WeeTrees@hawaii.rr.com 

Personal Affairs: Lou Crompton, USAF

  526-3022  lcrompton@juno.com 

Programs:   Mike Fricano, USAF  

  386-8575    heyref13@gmail.com 

Publications: Mark Webster, USN 

  734-5994                

  Markster96816@gmail.com 

Veterans Affairs:  Vacant  

Golf:       Leslie Bise, USA 

  625-1010                  

  bisel001@hawaii.rr.com 

Webmaster:   Bob Ranaldo 

  203-758-1898  Bobranaldo@yahoo.com 

 Scholarship Fund Trustees 

Chairman:      John Ma, USA 

  486-4805  John.ma08@yahoo.com 

Board of Directors 
(Term Expires Year Indicated) 

Tamara Degrafenread, USA (2021) 
 334-237-1579 
 ivydegraf@gmail.com 

Wesley Fong, USA (2023) 
 595-6127 & 220-5266 
 wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net 
Mike Fricano, USAF (2023) 
 386-8575 
 heyref13@gmail.com 
John Kim, USAF (2023) 
 988-3349 
 jssk3155@gmail.com 
Calvin “Kelly” Lau, USA (2022) 
 373-7938 
 laukelly@hotmail.com 
William Nations, USAF (2021) 
 637-6124 
 Bill06@hawai.rr.com 
Fred Staedel, USAF (2021) 
 445-1454 
 fps@hawaii.rr.com 
Ruth Stepulis, USA (2022) 
 395-1433 
 pnrn@hawaii.rr.com 
Mark Webster, USN (2022) 
 734-5994 
 Markster96816@gmail.com 


