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(Voices of Warriors) 
Na Leo O Na Koa 

Newsle�er of the Hawaii Aloha Chapter, 
Affiliate of the Military Officers Associa�on of America, 

a nonpartisan, nonprofit veterans’ association dedicated to maintaining a strong national defense and ensuring our nation keeps its commit-
ments to currently serving, retired, and former members of the uniformed services and their families and survivors. 

Hawaii State Chapter — Chartered 23 July 1959; Aloha Chapter — Chartered 27 January 2000 
Hawaii Aloha Chapter — Established 1 May 2015 

2017 & 2020 Chapter Ra�ng 

COL Marvin J. Harris 5-Star Communications Award for Printed Newsletters—2018 & 2019 

June Meeting 
 On Friday, 17 June, 20 Ha-
waii Aloha Chapter members 
assembled at the Oahu Vet-
erans’ Center for a catered 
buffet brunch instead of  our 
usual luncheon. 

 A f t e r 
b r u n c h , 
C h a p t e r 
P re s id en t 
M a r k 
W e b s t e r 
introduced 
our special 
g u e s t 
s p e a k e r , 

Kristin Bryant, the Principal 
Attorney in her own law firm 
and an Assistant Professor in 
the Elder Care Clinic at the 
University of  Hawaii.  She 
also is a Volunteer Attorney 
at the UH Elder Law Pro-
gram (UHELP). 

 Kristin gave an excellent, 
extemporaneous, engrossing 
explanation of  exigencies en-
countered by elders.  Essen-
tially, she was very informa-
tive and knowledgeable and 
greatly appreciated for her 
relevant presentation to 
our members. 

Both the national Military Officers Association of America and the Hawaii Aloha Chapter are non-partisan organizations 

July Tour 
 The University 
of Hawaii John 
A. Burns School 
of Medicine 
(JABSOM) was 
established in 
1965 at Le'ahi 

Hospital on the slopes of Dia-
mond Head as a two-year pro-
gram of basic medical sciences 
for students hoping to enroll in 
medical schools on the main-
land.  Few would have guessed 
that this fledging institution 
would become the genesis for a 
major, highly accredited medi-
cal school; it has, indeed come 
a very long way! 

 JABSOM now resides in a 150-
million-dollar state-of-the-art 
campus in Kaka'ako Makai 
with technologically advanced 
medical facilities that rival 
those of renown medical insti-
tutions around the world.  

 For our Friday, 29 July, gath-
ering of our Chapter at 1030, 
we are privileged to be given a 
special guided tour of this 
prestigious facility. 

 JABSOM is at 651 Ilalo 
Street (see the map on page 
3).  From Ala Moana Boule-
vard, turn makai on Keawe, 
Coral or Cooke Streets and 
Ilalo Street will be the first 
intersection you encounter. 

 Parking may be a problem.  
Parking may be available on 
Keawe and Coral Streets, may 
have meters and the spaces fill 
up early.  Bring lots of coins.  
There is also metered parking 

 Please See JABSOM on Page 3 
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NOTICE 

This newsletter, my 199th issue of  Nā Leo O Nā 
Koa, is an official publication of  Hawaii Aloha 
Chapter, Military Officers’ Association of  Ameri-
ca, P.O. Box 201441, Honolulu, Hawaii  96820. 
Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy. 

The Trivia Question 
It's July Fourth again.  Back in 1776 there were 

about 2.5 million people living in America.  Lots 
of  young men putting together one big group 
who thought maybe we should be on our own 
land and stop sending money over to the king.  
That was a long time ago... wow.  Lot of  chang-
es on this side of  the big pond.  Just wondering, 

how many people live in the USA today? 

See Trivia Answer Page 7 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
22 July 2022 0900, Golf Outing, Klipper Golf Course, 
(Friday)   Kaneohe Marine Corps Base Hawaii 

29 July 2022 1100, Tour of UH John A. Burns School of   
(Friday)   Medicine (JABSOM), Lunch; 651 Ilalo St. 

19 Aug 2022 1115, Membership Meeting/Luncheon, 
(Friday)   Oahu Veterans’ Center; Tentative Speaker:  
        Gerry Silva, COL, USA, Ret.; Topic:  AARP 

22 Aug 2022 0900, Golf Outing, Barbers Point Golf Course, 
(Monday)  92-2219 Franklin D. Roosevelt Ave., Kapolei 

 3 Sep 2022  Noon, Annual Picnic, Foster Point, Hickam 
(Saturday)  AFB (a picnic chairperson is needed!) 

23 Sep 2022 0900, Golf  Outing, Mamala Bay Golf Course, 
(Friday)   Hickam AFB, JBPHH 

21 Oct 2022 1115, Membership Meeting/Luncheon, 
(Friday)   Oahu Veterans’ Center; Speakers:  Walter   
        Ozawa and Wesley Fong; Topics:  Return  
        to Korea and China  

21 Oct 2022 0900, Golf Outing, Leilehua Golf Course, 
(Friday)    199 Leilehua Golf Course Road, Wahiawa 

        (Note:  The October Events are in con   
        flict and one of them may be changed) 

17 Nov 2022 1730, Annual General Membership Meeting, 
(Thursday)  Chairmen Reports for 2022; Venue TBD 

21 Nov 2022 0900, Golf Outing, Barbers Point Golf Course, 
(Monday)  92-2219 Franklin D. Roosevelt Ave., Kapolei 

19 Dec 2022  0900, Golf Outing, Barbers Point Golf Course, 
(Monday)  92-2219 Franklin D. Roosevelt Ave., Kapolei 

CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 
The Honorable (name), U. S. Senate, Washington, D. C., 20510.  Phone (202) 224-3121 
The Honorable (name), U. S. House of  Representatives, Washington, D. C., 20515  Phone (202) 225-3121 

Hawaii Aloha Chapter, MOAA 
 President’s Message 
 By Mark Webster 

 Kudos to our dedicated Vice Pres-
ident and Program Chairman, 
Mike Fricano, for arranging an-

other intriguing tour and luncheon for our group, 
specifically, a tour of  the UH John A. Burns 
School of  Medicine (JABSOM).  All of  the de-
tails can be found in this month’s newsletter. 

 Prior to the merger of  the two MOAA chap-
ters on Oahu in May, 2015, in September 2013 
the Aloha Chapter toured JABSOM.  This 
month we have another opportunity to be treat-
ed to this special tour in case you missed it in 
2013 or you would like to learn of  the astound-
ing rapid advances in medical technology since 
then.  Modern medicine is truly amazing!  Hope 
you will join us on the free tour. 

 Mike is also making plans for our first annual 
picnic on 3 September since our last one at Bel-
lows AFS on 8 September 2019.  You know the 
reason for the two-year hiatus.   This year we 
will be able to resume our annual picnics.  How-
ever, we will have the picnic this year at the Fos-
ter Point Picnic Area just past the Lanai at Ma-
mala Bay Restaurant and before the Mamala 
Golf  Course.  It is more centrally located on 
Oahu and, therefore, since it is more convenient 
we expect a good turnout. 

 Mike cannot handle all of  the arrangement 
himself.  He has a list of  necessary chores and 
needs the assistance of  a chairman.  For more 
information and to volunteer, please call him at 
808-386-8575 or e-mail him at 
HeyRef13@gmail.com.  He needs your help. 

Add these Websites to your 
“Bookmarks” 

h�p://www.moaa.org 
http://takeaction.moaa.org 

http://www.moaa-hawaii.org 
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JABSOM From Front 

Page 

on Ilalo Street.  An-
other option is in 
the fee parking lot 
at the adjacent Chil-
drens’ Discovery 
Center.  DO NOT 
PARK IN THE 
LOT FOR THE 
KAKA'AKO WA-
T E R F R O N T 
PARK!  CARS ARE 
TOWED OF PER-
SONS WHO DO 
NOT STAY IN 
THE PARK. 

 The most conven-
ient option closest to 
JABSOM is to park 
in Parking Lot C at 
the corner of Keawe 
and Ilalo Streets.  
However, be aware 
that you must be 
technologically savvy 
to park in Lot C.  
Note the consumer-
unfriendly instruc-
tions on the map to 
the right. 

 After parking, walk 
down Ilalo Street to 
the Medical Educa-
tion Building, which 
is located on the Diamond Head side of the campus.  Enter through the large glass doors into 
the lobby, where a guard/info desk (808-692-0911) is located; We will assemble in this lobby, 
near the architect’s model of the campus.  The tour will start at 1030.  PLEASE BE ON TIME. 

 Following the tour, we will enjoy lunch in a restaurant right there on the campus.  You may se-
lect a salad ranging in price from $5 to $10 and/or a sandwich from $6 to $9.  Plate lunches are 
also available.  These current reasonable prices are subject to change, of course, in these uncer-
tain times. 

 Since JABSOM needs the names of all persons on the tour, please call Mark Webster at 808-734-
5994 and leave a message.  Also, let Mark know if you need to cancel.  See you at JABSOM on the 29th! 
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By Jayne 
Henley-

Davis 

 LET'S GET CRUIS-
ING........What you should 
know before you book. 

 Cruising is back, BUT....with 
new health and safety proto-
cols.  Here's what you need to 
know before you book.  
Cruise ships have resumed 
sailing to US ports and to 
most of  the World's destina-
tions.  With the recent emer-
gence of  Omicron and its var-
iants, cruise ship operators 
have had to be very vigilant.  
Positive cases are being detect-
ed aboard ship just as they are 
being detected in places where 
people gather on land.  

 The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has recommended that 
cruise lines implement plans 
to prevent and mitigate the 
spread of  the virus.  These 
measures, developed in part-
nership with health and safety 
experts, are among the strict-
est in the travel industry and 
include vaccination and testing 
requirements for both passen-
gers and crew, enhanced sani-
tizing of  public spaces hospi-
tal-grade HEPA filters in ven-
tilation systems, mask require-
ments (recently downgraded 
to recommended), social dis-

tancing protocols (some of  
which are being relaxed), and 
quarantine for anyone who 
tests positive while on board 

 The CDC has established an 
online Cruise Ship Color Sta-
tus, available at CDC.gov/
quarantine/cruise/cruise-ship-
color-status.html to report 
COVID-19 cases on ships sail-
ing US waters within the past 
seven days.  Before booking 
you are able to check on a 
ship's status.  Green is best, 
but yellow and orange also fall 
within the CDC's acceptable 
limits.  A red designation 
means that cases have passed 
the “acceptable” limit and ad-
ditional safety measures, such 
as mid-cruise testing and 
masking may be required. 

 This all means “Cruising is 
Back” but it's not quite the 
same.  There are pre-travel 
protocols, like testing, online 
health forms and mobile-app 
downloads that will have you 
jumping through hoops.  To 
help you decide if  a cruise 
falls within your sphere of  
personal risk, here are ten 
things to consider: 

  1. All or most passengers 
need to be vaccinated against 
COVID-19 and are required 
to provide proof  of  vaccina-
tions and boosters. 

  2. A negative test is re-
quired to board 

  3. Mask policies vary by 
Cruise Line 

  4. Most ships are not sailing 
at full capacity 

  5. All cruise destinations are 
not completely open yet 

  6. Itineraries may change 

  7. Passengers who test posi-
tive need to quarantine or pos-
sibly disembark 

  8. Port protocols may be 
determined by cases in the re-
gion 

  9. The Buffet dining experi-
ence may be different 

  10. Certain protocols are 
being relaxed on board, just as 
they are on land 

 Bottom Line.....if  you plan to 
cruise, take precautions seri-
ously, and let your own risk 
barometer guide your actions.  
Be flexible since last minute 
changes to testing require-
ments or itineraries can occur. 

BE SAFE, NOT SORRY 

Aloha for now,   Jayne 

Little Known "facts" 
About Moon Land-

ing 20 July 1969 
 Nixon missed the landing 
because he was watching 
Ironside on TV 

 Landed within 1 block of  a 
Starbucks 

 Crew received 500,000 Fre-
quent Flyer Miles 

 Armstrong asked James Lovell 
to retrieve car keys dropped as 
he jumped off  lander 

 Submitted by Lou Crompton 
who was listening to live event 
from Bien Hoa, RVN, 7-20-69, 
and published by Mark Webster 
who was astonishingly watching 
live TV from the moon in 
Papaikou on the Big Island. 



By Dr. Fred P. 
Staedel 

 We have all heard the ex-
pression, “Life is Short!” 
This ephemeral dictum on 
one’s existence can stricken 
one’s spirit and lead to depressing mind-
sets and even hasty and ill-advised behav-
iors.  In the Bible, James 4:14 recites this 
admonition: “Yet you do not know what 
tomorrow will bring. What is your life? 

 For you are a mist that appears for a 
little time and then vanishes.” 

 My goodness, surely the Bible can gives 
us a message of  relief  from this depress-
ing but humanly true pontification.  St. 
James clearly echoes the aphorism that life 
is short!  But maybe there is a hidden 
message to this Bible citation?  Could it 
be that James is alerting us that human 
existence appears to be indeed too short 
and that life appears as a mist that vanish-
es too quickly and therefore we need to 
appreciate our life and maximize the 
“Fruits of  Life” on a daily basis? So, what 
is that “Fruit?” Again, the Bible gives us 
the answer: “The fruit of  the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gener-
osity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control…” (Galatians 5: 22-23) 

 Therefore, each day is “God’s Day” giv-
en to us to express Him through these 
“fruits,” these gifts bestowed on us to re-
flect and express each day. “This is the 
day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice 
and be glad in it.” (Psalms 118:24) So let 
us be glad in knowing that a myriad of  
blessings are ours when we turn thought 
and prayer to the blessings, the fruits, that 
we can harvest on a daily basis regardless 
of  the number of  days given to us. 

 “For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans for welfare and 
not for evil, to give you a future and a 
hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)       Fred 
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Commissary & Exchange: Made in 
China | Over 50% of Their Products 

Could Be Banned 
 Some military resale experts are warning that a pro-
posal to ban the sale of  Chinese-made products in mili-
tary exchanges and commissaries would be 
“devastating,” especially to exchanges.  The proposal, an 
amendment introduced by Rep. Mark Green (R-TN) 
was approved by the House Armed Services Committee 
23 JUN. “We cannot in good conscience fill post ex-
changes with products created with slave labor and 
sponsored by and benefiting financially the authoritarian 
regime of  the Chinese Communist Party,” Green said 
during the markup of  fiscal 2023 defense policy bill.  In 
addition, he said, “The Chinese Communist Party be-
lieves they can steal our military technology without 
consequence.  We need to show them that isn’t the case. 
“The last thing we want to do is financially contribute to 
their tyranny.  They’re laughing at the idea of  American 
soldiers funding their schemes by filling the shelves of  
our PXs and BXs with their products.”  The proposal 
would prohibit the sale of  goods in commissaries and 
exchanges that are manufactured in China, assembled in 
China or imported into the U.S. from China.  At least 
half  of  the products sold in exchanges, if  not more, are 
made in China, noted Rep. Salud Carbajal (DCA).  
While the idea of  banning these products “sounds good 
and is patriotic,” he said, “it would have an adverse ef-
fect on our military families.”  It would mean they 
would have to go out to stores in the civilian community 
to find the products they rely on that would no longer 
be sold in exchanges, he said.  The ban would affect on-
ly military stores, not stores in the civilian community.  
If  a ban on Chinese-made products were to apply to 
civilian retailers outside the gate, industry figures indi-
cate it would likely affect 80% to 90% of  all retail goods 
sold, said Courtney Williams, spokeswoman for the Na-
vy Exchange Service Command. It’s not clear whether 
the proposed legislation would ban any part of  an item 
made in China — or only products made entirely in 
China.  Navy Exchanges “would face an impact of  50% 
in direct retail sales, strictly on those prohibited products 
alone,” said Williams.  But in addition to that impact, 
there would likely be a far greater percentage of  loss be-
cause the lack of  those products would mean fewer cus-
tomers.  Sometimes there are just no acceptable alterna- 

Please see Exchanges on Page 7 
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June Golf Report 
 .We kicked off the summer sol-
stice this month with perfect golf 
weather at Mamala Bay. 21 players 
started play on the number one tee, 
six groups. This is a wonderful way 
to enjoy a game we love. 

 Almost half of our players are 
made up with invited guests. We 
welcome guests invited by our HA-
MOAA members; but my concern 

is, are there more golfers in our organization? 
Without our members playing, this will decay our 
club’s viability. So, if there are any HAMOAA 
members that haven’t played with our club, we in-
vite you to sign up on our next scheduled golf out-
ing, see our schedule below. 

 Our team placement with the blind draw for 24 
June 2022: 

  1st Place: Wendell Chun (guest, single odd pairing) 

  2nd Place: Russ Grocki /John Ma (tied score  
   with 3rd place team, tie breaker on first hole) 

  3rd Place: Gary Hamada / Bob Nagao 

 Our next outing is scheduled for Klipper Golf 
Course, MCBH, Friday, 22 July, first tee at 09:00. 

 MOAA members and guests are invited to join 
our golf outings. Please contact Les Bise, 
bisel001@hawaii.rr.com; 808-227-1462. 

 I want to give a special “shout out” to the follow-
ing HAMOAA volunteers to the 41st Annual Her-
bert E. Wolff Golf Tournament held at Leilehua 
Golf Course held last week Friday, 17 June, bene-
fitting the Hawaii Army Museum Society: 

Myron Brumaghim       Dennis Ching 

Peter Ching               Wendell Chun 

John Kim                Bob Nagao 

Charlie Padilla             Andrei Soto 

Wayne Toma              David Umeda 

BIG Mahalo!!! 

Les 

Leslie Bise 
Director of  

Golf  (DOG) 

Best Wishes for many, many 
more Birthdays! 

Sick Bay 
Kenneth K. Munechika, COL, USA, Ret., is in 

the ICU.  Wife Jan is at home in Aiea. 

Your perennial publisher and president, 
J. Mark Webster, LCDR, USN, Ret., com-
menced the first of  four fortnightly six-

hour chemotherapy sessions on Tuesday, 28 
June, at the Queen’s Cancer Center to con-
quer stage 3 pancreatic adenocarcinoma. 

Mark Brown      7/01 

C. Mert Agena    7/02 

Jack Bohman     7/02 

Norberto Baysa   7/04 

Wesley Fong     7/06 

Kathleen Ebey    7/11 

Owen Macy      7/12 

Robert Ackerson   7/17 

Richard Johns     7/17 

Vernon Von      7/17 

Francis Nakamoto 7/18 

Shirley Curtis     7/23 

Charles McCauley  7/23 

Toni Correia      7/26 

Michele Hauser    7/26 

Hon Ping Chee    7/28 

Kay Kimura      7/30 

Michael Lighthill   7/30 

Hau'oli lā hānau 
Partial List of Known 

July Babies 
Expired Memberships not listed 

Exciting Opportunity 
 Yes, you, too, can be a publisher of our monthly 
newsletter and Membership Directory.  Training 
will be provided by the current publisher who has 

done this labor of love for the last 16½ years. 

 If you would like to tackle this rewarding job, 
p l e a s e  c o n ta c t  M a rk  W e b s te r  a t                             
Markster96816@gmail.com.  Please call!  Your 
mentor is sitting by—but not holding his breath. 
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Exchanges From Page 5 

tives to products made in China.  
The lack of  alternatives would 
also mean the potential removal 
of  entire categories of  items 
from the exchanges, not just one 
brand, Williams said.  “As a retail-
er, we offer freedom of choice 
for customers to purchase mer-
chandise they want or need, and 
not all products desired by our 
customers are available from a 
U.S. manufacturer.  The NEX 
serves a wide variety of  military 
customers and we work very 
hard to carry a merchandise se-
lection that appeals to this wide 
customer base,” Williams said.  
“This practice of  [lawmakers] 
doing to the exchanges and the 
troops what they don’t have the 
will or votes to do to the general 

citizenry has got to stop,” said 
Steve Rossetti, president of  the 
American Logistics Association, 
an association representing com-
panies that supply products to 
military stores.  The impact this 
proposal would have on military 
exchanges “isn’t significant, it’s 
devastating,” Rossetti said.  Rep. 
Kai Kahele (D-HI) and others 
said they support the concept of  
buying American products, but 
are concerned about the impact 
on the stores, especially making a 
move so quickly.  Kahele said the 
move would negatively affect 
military families who depend on 

this benefit to purchase everyday 
household items,  “I believe this 
would put our commissaries and 
exchanges at risk,” he said.  “I’m 
all about buying American, but I 
don’t think we can flip the switch 
overnight.”  “Whenever possible, 
the NEX purchases goods made 
in America,” Williams said. 

 The proposal will now have 
to be considered by the full 
House as part of  the 2023 au-
thorization bill.  The House 
and Senate are expected to 
pass their separate authoriza-
tion bill drafts sometime in 
the next month.  They will 
then negotiate on a compro-
mise authorization bill. 

 Source: MilitaryTimes | 
Karen Jowers | June 24 

Trivia Answer 
The U.S. Census says 331.8 

MILLION  [+ or -] 



2022 Hawaii Aloha Chapter Leadership 
Officers & Commi1ee Chairs 

President:    Mark Webster, USN 
  734-5994                
  Markster96816@gmail.com 
Vice President: Mike Fricano, USAF 
  386-8575     heyref13@gmail.com 
Secretary:          Vacant  

Treasurer:     John Kim, USAF 
  988-3349 
  jssk3155@gmail.com 
Surviving Spouses: Jayne Henley-Davis 
  263-4248 
  jayn28@gmail.com    
Community Affairs:  John Ma, USA 
  486-4805                
  John.ma08@yahoo.com 
JROTC/ROTC: Toni Correia, USA 
  721-0401                
  Tonihawaii@hawaii.rr.com 
Legislative Liaison:  Robert Lee, USA 
  486-1488                
  bobleehnl@msn.com 
Membership:  Mark Webster, USN 
  734-5994                
  Markster96816@gmail.com   

Hawaii Aloha Chapter 

Military Officers Associa3on 

Of America 

P.O. Box 201441 

Honolulu HI 96820-1356 

2021 

2020 

Committee Chairs & Activities  

Membership Deputy:  Kathleen Ebey, 

  Surviving USN Spouse 

  488-0743 

  WeeTrees@hawaii.rr.com 

Personal Affairs: Lou Crompton, USAF

  526-3022  lcrompton@juno.com 

Programs:   Mike Fricano, USAF  

  386-8575    heyref13@gmail.com 

Publications: Mark Webster, USN 

  734-5994                

  Markster96816@gmail.com 

Veterans Affairs:  Vacant  

Golf:       Leslie Bise, USA 

  625-1010                  

  bisel001@hawaii.rr.com 

Webmaster:   Bob Ranaldo 

  203-758-1898  Bobranaldo@yahoo.com 

 Scholarship Fund Trustees 

Chairman:      John Ma, USA 

  486-4805  John.ma08@yahoo.com 

Board of Directors 
(Term Expires Year Indicated) 

Antoinette “Toni” Correia, USA (2024) 
 721-0401 
 tonihawaii@hawaii.rr.com 
Wesley Fong, USA (2023) 
 595-6127 & 220-5266 
 wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net 
Mike Fricano, USAF (2023) 
 386-8575 
 heyref13@gmail.com 
John Kim, USAF (2023) 
 988-3349 
 jssk3155@gmail.com 
Calvin “Kelly” Lau, USA (2022) 
 373-7938 
 laukelly@hotmail.com 
Fred Staedel, USAF (2024) 
 445-1454 
 fps@hawaii.rr.com 
Ruth Stepulis, USA (2022) 
 395-1433 
 pnrn@hawaii.rr.com 
Roberta Sullivan, Surviving Spouse (2024) 
 623-2243 
 alohasully@earthlink.net 
Mark Webster, USN (2022) 
 734-5994 
 Markster96816@gmail.com 


