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Christmas Buffet
Brunch/Party

Wreaths Across
America

Installation Meeting/
Luncheon Postponed

Twenty-five members and
guests assembled in a private
room at The Lanai at Mamala
Bay Restaurant (formerly the
Sea Breeze Restaurant) at
Hickam AFB at 1100, Sunday,
12 December, 2021, for our
annual Christmas Buffet
Brunch and Christmas Party.
Our guest speaker, Frank Michael, CAPT, USN, Ret., came
from MOAA HQ in Alexandria, VA, to give an inspirational and informative talk on
building a better chapter with
MOAA’s assistance.

On Saturday, 18 December,
2021, across the nation, many
were involved at more than
2700 military cemeteries in
wreath-laying ceremonies honoring our fallen veterans.
At the National Memorial
Cemetery of the Pacific,
Punchbowl, here in Honolulu,
it was expected to take at least
three hours to complete the
task of laying a wreath at every grave. Over 800 volunteers
showed up that morning! After about half an hour of
speeches, and another half an
hour of placing the wreaths
on 1700 frames, the wreaths
were placed at every grave in
another half an hour. The
whole ceremony was completed in less than two hours—
thanks to all of the volunteers
who showed up.

Our scheduled first meeting
of 2022 on Friday, 21 January
was to be a catered buffet
luncheon at the Oahu Veterans’
Center . It would have been
our annual Installation Meeting.
Our three new Directors elected
in November to our Board of
Directors who will be sworn
into office for a three-year term
will be Toni Correia, Fred
Staedel and Roberta Sullivan.
As explained in the President’s
Message, your president and
vice president have decided to
postpone this Installation Meeting until Friday, 18 February,
because of the current surge in
COVID-19 cases causing doubt
that we may be able to hold a
meeting this month. Hopefully, we can in February.
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Hawaii Aloha Chapter President
Mark Webster, left, and our
guest speaker, Frank Michael
At the conclusion of the party, $300 worth of gift certificates and the 4 poinsettia centerpieces were awarded.
It was nice seeing the smiling faces of our friends again.

Wreaths at the National Memorial Cemetery of the the Pacific
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Hawaii Aloha Chapter, MOAA
President’s Message
By Mark Webster

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
As I write this on New Year’s Eve, 2021, I cannot
help but remember this date a year ago. On the 3rd
of December a year ago I went bumpity, bumpity,
bumpity bump down 12 stairs at home and landed
with the left side of my pelvis broken in two places. I ended up in Hale Nani Rehabilitation Hospital where they took excellent care of me. After
Christmas I began to repeatedly request that I be
allowed to go home in time to celebrate New
Year’s Eve with my wife for life, Helene.
Happily, on the morning of 31 December
2020 I was discharged and Helene and I were
able to celebrate the coming new year, 2021, in
our customary fashion: waking up Helene, sipping Champagne, kissing and wishing each other a better new year while watching the city go
crazy with all of the thousands of dollars wasted on illegal fireworks disappearing in a flash in
the sky. It is so much better to watch the professional, more beautiful fireworks displays.
We are looking forward to doing the same ritual
tonite, except I am all well now, up and about without a walker.
We did everything that I predicted and it is now 4
January 2022.
The end of last year had a lot of optimism for
the new year. There were promises of prosperity and a conquering of the insidious and persistent COVID-19, which is now unrelentingly
surging as yet a new variant, the Omicron mutant, is becoming the dominant contagion. This
mutation of the virus is extremely contagious,
but, thankfully, not very virulent. Perhaps we
can soon adjust our lives to it like we have done
with the flu and common cold.
Shortly after Christmas, the Honolulu StarAdvertiser had a Big Q of the day asking if the
newspaper readers were optimistic or pessimistic
about 2022. Surprisingly for this community, the
outcome was that a majority of the respondents in
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this unofficial poll were pessimistic about the coming year. What is more surprising is that the stock
market is at record highs. This is a contradiction.
This year is starting quite ominously. Yesterday
there were 3,044 new cases of COVID-19. This
persistent pandemic has caused a great deal of
uncertainly about how to plan our chapter’s programs for this year.
Accordingly, our Vice President, Mike Fricano,
and I have made the decision to postpone our annual Installation Meeting from January to February. It is so hard to predict if the rules and regulations will be tightened or relaxed in about two
weeks at the time of our meeting. Thus, our January meeting is cancelled and we will see about rescheduling it in February.
We are hopeful that this pandemic will fade
away soon just as the Spanish Flu did in 1919.

The Trivia Question
Wow, lots of anniversaries in January — I remember January 30, 1948, when Gandhi, the
leader of India, was assassinated; January 2,
1981, when the American embassy hostages
were released by Iran...Big anniversary also is
January 3rd... yeah, big news back in the day...
what happened?
See Trivia Answer Page 7

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
21 Jan 2022 0900, Golf Outing, Barbers Point Golf Course,
(Friday)
92-2219 Franklin D. Roosevelt Ave., Kapolei
18 Feb 2022 1100, Annual Installation Meeting/Luncheon,
(Friday)
Oahu Veterans’ Center, Foster Village
21 Feb 1011 0900, Golf Outing, Leilehua Golf Course,
(Monday) 199 Leilehua Golf Course Road, Wahiawa
18 Mar 2022 Honolulu Railway Society Tour and Excur(Friday)
sion and Picnic
8 Apr 2022 0900, Scholarship Committee Meeting;
(Friday)
venue to be determined

NOTICE
This newsletter, my 193rd issue of Nā Leo O Nā
Koa, is an official publication of Hawaii Aloha
Chapter, Military Officers’ Association of America, P.O. Box 201441, Honolulu, Hawaii 96820.
Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy.

No. 1, January 2022

Nā Leo O Nā Koa

80th Anniversary of America’s
Entry into World War II
Submtted by Robert Lee, MG, USA, Ret.
On December 7, 2021, America paid solemn tribute to service members killed during the devastating
attack by Japan 80 years ago at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
This unprovoked attack drew the United States of
America into World War II against Nazi Germany
and the Empire of Japan. For many countries,
World War II was in progress due to aggression and
invasion from Germany and Japan as early as 1937.
America quickly mobilized to eventually field more
than 16 million of her citizens in the Armed Forces
to defend her and avoid extinction as a country.
Americans rushed to join the Armed Forces
to fight for their country against Germany and
Japan. However, for minorities residing in
America, joining to fight and participating in
the fight was not easy. Japanese Americans were
declared “enemy aliens” and not permitted to
serve in the military. Japanese Americans already serving in military units were dismissed.
Families of Japanese Americans were rounded up
and sent to internment camps because their loyalty
could not be trusted and they “looked like the enemy”. This discrimination was extended to other
Asian minority groups. Japanese Americans were
eventually allowed to fight for America to prove
their loyalty while their families continued to be
confined in internment camps. With the formation
of the 100th Infantry Battalion and later the 442d
Regimental Combat Team, this segregated unit of
Japanese American soldiers was sent to the European Theater and fought with distinction in North
Africa, Italy and France. By the end of WWII, the
442d Infantry Regiment became the most decorated Regiment in the United States Army.
For Chinese Americans, WWII also started before December 7, 1941. Japan invaded China in
July 1937 and Chinese Americans came to China’s
aid militarily with the American Volunteer Group
of the Republic of China Air Force, known as the
Flying Tigers. The Americans in the AVG eventually converted to the 14th Army Air Force later in
the war. Elsewhere, Chinese Americans were al-
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lowed to serve in any branch of the Armed Forces because China was an ally of America during
WWII. The majority of Chinese Americans
served in the Army and Army Air Forces and
integrated well within their units of assignments.
Chinese Americans distinguished themselves
fighting on land, sea, and air. Captain Francis
Wai was posthumously awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for his actions rallying his
soldiers and securing the beach head during the
liberation of the Philippines. Rear Admiral Gordon Chung-Hoon was awarded the Navy Cross
as commander of USS Sigsby during the battle
of Okinawa. Chung-Hoon kept his ship fighting
after being hit by a Kamikaze plane. Captain
George Lee, Flying Tiger fighter pilot, was
awarded the Silver Star and Distinguished Flying
Cross for his combat actions in shooting down
three Japanese aircraft during WWII.
Chinese Americans serving in all branches of
the Armed Forces in WWII proved that combat
effectiveness was not degraded by their integration. Units remained more than capable of performing their missions. The service of Chinese
Americans in WWII served as the vanguard for
eventual full integration in the Armed Forces of
the United States! In less than 3 years following
WWII, President Truman abolished segregation
in the US military in July 1948.

On 29 September a contingent of Hawaii Aloha Chapter
members journeyed to Washington, DC, to present the
Congressional Gold Medals to Chinese-American WWII
veterans. Chapter members shown include Stephen
Tom, Alma Grocki, Bob Lee and John Ma.
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What is REAL ID?
Passed by Congress in 2005, the REAL ID
Act enacted the 9/11 Commission’s recommendation that the Federal Government “set standards for the issuance of sources of identification, such as driver licenses.” The state legislature passed and Governor Burgum signed the
final implementation bill for REAL ID during
the 65th Legislative Session in 2017. All states
now offer the Real ID
What does REAL ID do?
REAL ID implements security processes designed to reduce identity fraud and provide the
highest certainty that the individual with the
identity document in front of you is who he or
she says he or she is. Documents scanned will
verify birthplace, current residence, etc. It prohibits Federal agencies from accepting driver
licenses and identification cards from states that
do not meet requirements for official purposes
such as: boarding an airplane or obtaining access to a federal building. It is sometimes called
the Star Card, because most states are marking
their Real ID cards with a gold or black star in
the top right corner, it must include an encoded
“machine readable zone,” like a passport’s, with
a person’s scan-able information.
What does REAL ID not do?
It does not create a federal database or federally controlled or issued identification document. The U.S. Passport does that. · It does
not replace a passport used for international
travel such as visiting Canada or other countries. It does not include an RFID chip in it.
The Enhanced Driver License (EDL) does have
the chip in it which provides information to a
federal database. When do I need to have a
REAL ID driver license? Your present license
remains valid until its expired date. This means
your current driver’s license and identification
card is accepted for access into federal facilities,
including military installations and boarding aircraft until May 3, 2023. After that a regular
driver’s license won’t be sufficient to get a passenger through security and onto a plane. You
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can instead use other approved documents, including a passport, passport card, U.S. military
ID, Enhanced ID (offered in some states) or an
ID from the federal government’s Trusted
Traveler Program, such as a Global Entry card.
For international travel, you’ll still need a passport.
What does a REAL ID Driver License do?
It allows a resident to use their driver license as
a form of identification to complete domestic
airline travel and access a federal facility such as a
federal courthouse or airbase. What happens to
the information collected? Unlike a passport,
the REAL ID information is scanned and retained in the state driver license system. It is
state data so it is kept in-state only. The federal
REAL ID Act of 2005 has no requirement for
this data to be shared with anyone. States do not
share personal private information except as
provided in NDCC 39-33. The bill approved by
the legislature in 2017 makes these documents
“not part of the public record,” so the security
of the data is enhanced and unobtainable for
non-official purposes.

Our Masochistic Member
YES! I, Lou Crompton, did
the Honolulu Marathon thru the
streets on 12/12/21 starting at
0500 when the fireworks went
off. The boys from Kenya finished first again, then most other
people eventually come across
the finish line, followed finally by
our group of seasoned citizens.
Lou Cromp- I train beginners to finish with a
ton wearing 15 minutes/mile pace and that's
his Finisher T- what we do—so no exciting finishshirt
ing time. This Honolulu Marathon
training FREE clinic will start up again at 0730 on
13 March at Kapiolani Park. Anyone from our
chapter can come on down... see me... stay with
the old man for 9 months and I can almost guarantee that person WILL finish the Honolulu
Marathon on Sunday, 11 December. Lou
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Surviving Spouses, etal
By Jayne Henley-Davis
Did you know you can check your Social Security increase online? Starting
this month notification of 2022 cost of
living adjustment (COLA) increases will
be mailed out, but beneficiaries also will
be able to find the information by checking their
MySocialSecurity account at SSA.gov/myaccount.
The increase will be 5.9%, at least a portion of which
will go toward higher premiums for those of us on
Medicare. Details on 2022 Medicare costs were also
announced in December. The maximum earnings
subject to Social Security tax in 2022 is also increasing
from $142,800 in 2021 to $147,000 in 2022.
Enrollment on Healthcare.gov runs from Nov. 1,
2021, to Jan. 15, 2022, instead of ending in midDecember as it does most years.
Hopefully, most of you have already been notified
by SSA of your increases for 2022, so as you plan
your life for 2022 and work on the calendar for next
month, you'll have an idea of the amount going into
your checkbook.
I wish you all a very Happy New Year. Stay Safe
and Healthy. Don't hesitate, Vaccinate!!!
Aloha for now,
Jayne

2022 Pay Calendar
Entitlement
Month
JAN 2022
FEB 2022
MAR 2022
APR 2022
MAY 2022
JUN 2022
JUL 2022
AUG 2022
SEP 2022
OCT 2022
NOV 2022
DEC 2022

Retired
Pay Date
FEB 1, 2022
MAR 1,2022
APR 1, 2022
APR 29, 2022
JUN 1, 2022
JUL 1, 2022
AUG 1, 2022
SEP 1, 2022
SEP 30, 2022
NOV 1, 2022
DEC 1, 2022
DEC 30,2022
Source:

Annuitant
Pay Date
FEB 1, 2022
MAR 1, 2022
APR 1, 2022
MAY 2, 2022
JUN 1, 2022
JUL 1, 2022
AUG 1, 2022
SEP 1, 2022
OCT 3, 2022
NOV 1, 2022
DEC 1, 2022
JAN 3, 2023
DFAS my pay
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Chaplain’s Corner
By Dr. Fred P.
Staedel
Yes, the New Year is
here. And yes, a new virus
challenge is also here. And
there is the possibility that our faith may
be challenged. Life is fundamentally
“change,” “challenges,” and “choices.”
The reality of change and challenges in
life are constants. But the choices we
make in life are flexible; they are under our
command. And thusly we have the choice
to put our lives under “divine command,”
or not. We are left with these questions,
“Do we make the choice of letting our
faith be a constant in our lives?” “Do we
relinquish our self-oriented command and
let our God be in command?”
Well, the Bible gives us insight on what
choice we should make. “Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is
God, the faithful God, which keepeth
covenant and mercy with them that love
him and keep his commandments to a
thousand generations; Thou shalt therefore keep the commandments, and the
statues, and the judgments, which I
command thee this day, to do them.
(Deut. 9 and 11)
So let us put ourselves under God’s command and know that Divine Love is our
protector, that Divine Truth is safe to follow, and that Divine Spirit is our true commanding officer, and these are all God’s
blessings and attributes. And attributing
our future to the Divine, to our God, is a
choice that can be made with surety and
safety and is a “good” thing to do.
“He has shown you, O mortal, what is
good. And what does the Lord require
of you? To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your
God.” (Micah 6:8)
Fred
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December Golf Report
The December HAMOAA
Golf Club challenge at Leilehua Golf Course on Friday, 17
December, was predicted to
rain with possible thunder
showers in the afternoon.
Leslie Bise
Director of Again, the club play was
Golf (DOG) blessed because we were able to
complete play before the inclement weather moved in.
Our team placement with the blind draw for
members and guests for December 2021:
1st Place: Wayne Toma / Carl Watanabe
2nd Place: Bob Nagao / Les Bise
3rd Place: Owen Takenaka / Alika Watts
Our next outing is scheduled for Barbers
Point Golf Course, Friday, 21 January 2022,
first tee at 09:00.
MOAA members and guests are invited to
join our golf outings. Please contact Les Bise,
bisel001@hawaii.rr.com; 808-227-1462. Les

2022 Golf Schedule
Hawaii Aloha MOAA
January 21

Friday

Barbers Point

February 21

Monday Leilehua

09:00

March 21

Monday Malama Bay

09:00

April 22

Friday

09:00

May 23

Monday Leilehua

09:00

June 24

Friday

Malama Bay*

08:00

July 22

Friday

Klipper

09:00

August 22

Monday Barbers Point

09:00

September 23

Friday

Malama Bay

09:00

October 21

Friday

Leilehua

09:00

Barbers Point

09:00

November 21 Monday Barbers Point

09:00

December 19

09:00

Monday Klipper

*Awaiting Confirmation

Hau'oli lā hānau
Partial List of Known

January Babies
Expired Memberships not listed
Leslie Bise
1/01
John Harms
1/01
David Kaahaaina 1/01
Lois McCartney 1/01
Mary Ellen Reed 1/01
Jayne Henley-Davis 1/03
Walter Ozawa
1/10
Lee Bordenave
1/11

Hen Min Hiu
1/15
Charmaine Damon 1/20
Lance Okihara 1/23
Robert Walsh, Jr. 1/25
Richard McMahon 1/27
Dave Bateman
1/28
Jerome Hagen
1/28
Richard Settsu
1/28

Best Wishes for many, many
more Birthdays!
Welcome To Our New Members
David Bateman, Col, USAF, Ret.; Holualoa
Michael J. Dredia, Col, USAF, Ret.; Kalihi,
Honolulu
William Reese Liggett, Col, USAF. Ret.; Wilhelmina Rise, Honolulu
Phillip J. Valenti, CAPT, USN, Ret.; Kaneohe

Taps
.Cynthia A. Timberlake, 95, Surviving
Spouse of Life Member L. G. Timberlake,
CAPT, CEC, USN, Ret., passed away at her
Aiea home on 27 November.
Cynthia graduated from University of California—
Berkley in the 1940s and fifteen years later attained
her Masters in Library Science from UCLA. She
worked as a librarian at American University, Fairfax County Public Library and the University of
Guam before finishing her career as Bishop Museum’s Head Librarian, a job she held and performed
with distinction for seventeen years.
She is survived by two children, two grandchildren and one great-grandchild.
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John Henry Felix Honored
at Kaneohe Cemetery
On December 18, 2021 John
Henry Felix was honored at the
Hawaii State Veterans Cemetery in
Kaneohe. The Master of Ceremonies was our chapter member Jason Seal, Col, USMC, Retired.
The visitors’ center was decorated
with memorabilia from his life, and
it was a beautiful ceremony attended by some of the most influential
people in Hawaii. Guests included
Governor David Ige, Former Governor Neil Abercrombie, Former
Governor John Waihe’e, Mayor
Rick Blangiardi, and the first Vice
Commander of AMVETS, Ronald
YK Lam; to name a few.
Scattered showers threatened to
engulf the event, but didn’t stop the
sun from breaking through
and shining a light onto the land
which Dr. Felix gifted to the State.

Left to right, former Governor John
Waihe’e, Governor David Ige,
honoree John Henry Felix, Honolulu Mayor Rick Blangiardi, former Governor Neil Abercrombie

Trivia Answer
Surely you remember that on
January 3, 1521, Martin Luther
was excommunicated from the
Catholic Church by Papel Bull
signed by Pope Leo X
Each speaker commented on the
irony of being asked to speak for only five minutes about a man like Dr.
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Felix, who has had a long life full of
meaningful accomplishments. The
theme -A Lifetime Of Giving- could
not have been more apt, as each person mentioned when they spoke.
Former Governor John Waihe’e
spoke fondly at the event of the
long talks he had with Dr. Felix
when he was still in government.
He said it was Dr. Felix who initially
alerted him to the fact that Punchbowl Veterans Cemetery was nearly
full, and who then pushed for a second Veterans’ Cemetery on Oahu.
Waihe’e said that after looking for
land that the government could afford and coming up empty-handed,
Dr Felix himself stepped in to provide land for the cemetery.
“I was going to build a house
here,” said Dr. Felix. “But can
you imagine just one house being here? What a waste it
would have been.”

Hawaii Aloha Chapter
Military Oﬃcers Associa2on
Of America
P.O. Box 201441
Honolulu HI 96820-1356

2020

2018 & 2019

2022 Hawaii Aloha Chapter Leadership
Board of Directors
(Term Expires Year Indicated)
Antoinette “Toni” Correia, USA (2024)
721-0401
tonihawaii@hawaii.rr.com
Wesley Fong, USA (2023)
595-6127 & 220-5266
wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net
Mike Fricano, USAF (2023)
386-8575
heyref13@gmail.com
John Kim, USAF (2023)
988-3349
jssk3155@gmail.com
Calvin “Kelly” Lau, USA (2022)
373-7938
laukelly@hotmail.com
Fred Staedel, USAF (2024)
445-1454
fps@hawaii.rr.com
Ruth Stepulis, USA (2022)
395-1433
pnrn@hawaii.rr.com
Roberta Sullivan, Surviving Spouse (2024)
623-2243
alohasully@cloud.com
Mark Webster, USN (2022)
734-5994
Markster96816@gmail.com

Oﬃcers & Commi1ee Chairs Committee Chairs & Activities
President:
Mark Webster, USN
734-5994
Markster96816@gmail.com
Vice President: Mike Fricano, USAF
386-8575 heyref13@gmail.com
Secretary:
Vacant
Treasurer:
John Kim, USAF
988-3349
jssk3155@gmail.com
Surviving Spouses: Jayne Henley-Davis
263-4248
jayn28@gmail.com
Community Affairs: John Ma, USA
486-4805
John.ma08@yahoo.com
JROTC/ROTC: Toni Correia, USA
721-0401
Tonihawaii@hawaii.rr.com
Legislative Liaison: Robert Lee, USA
486-1488
bobleehnl@msn.com
Membership: Mark Webster, USN
734-5994
Markster96816@gmail.com

Membership Deputy: Kathleen Ebey,
Surviving USN Spouse
488-0743
WeeTrees@hawaii.rr.com
Personal Affairs: Lou Crompton, USAF
526-3022 lcrompton@juno.com
Programs:
Mike Fricano, USAF
386-8575 heyref13@gmail.com
Publications: Mark Webster, USN
734-5994
Markster96816@gmail.com
Veterans Affairs: Vacant
Golf:
Leslie Bise, USA
625-1010
bisel001@hawaii.rr.com
Webmaster:

Bob Ranaldo

203-758-1898 Bobranaldo@yahoo.com
Scholarship Fund Trustees
Chairman:
John Ma, USA
486-4805 John.ma08@yahoo.com

