
 
Coming Events January 2008 

 

5 Jan (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 
Computer Training, Oahu Veterans Center 

 

14 Jan (Mon) PAC Mtg, 1100 
Coast Guard Station Sand Island General Mess 

 

18 Jan (Fri) Excom Mtg., MCBH O’Club 1115 
 

 

Coming Events December 
 

1 Dec (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 
Computer Training, Oahu Veterans Center 

 

11 Dec (Tue) Annual Christmas Party 1730 
Hale Koa Hotel, Waikiki Ballroom 

USMC Band of the Pacific 
John Lundgren Band, Music of the Swing Era 

 

21 Dec (Fri) Excom Mtg., MCBH O’Club 1115 

KABUL, Afghanistan, 2005 
     When most people think of 
Christmas, they think of spending 
quality time with family and friends, 
sitting   around   a   beautifully  
decorated tree, opening brightly 
colored gifts and eating a feast of 
homemade goodies. Others say 
Christmas is all about giving.  
     All of which I believe. But if 
you'd have asked me two weeks 
ago, I'd have said my Christmas 
was looking rather dreary, being 
deployed to Afghanistan. 
     After all, I wasn't going to be 
watching my two children, ages 4 
and 1, get  up  all  excited  after 
seeing   what   had   magically  
appeared under the tree during the 
night. I wasn't holding my wife and 
laughing as the kids tore into their 
gifts  with  a  fervor  that  goes  
unmatched at any other time of the 
year. I wouldn't be eating all the 
freshly  cooked turkey, ham, 
dressing and pies -- and smelling 
all the beautiful aromas that come 
with them. 
     Even though my Christmas 
lacked  all  of  the  things  that  

normally inspire the Christmas 
spirit, if you ask me today, I'll tell 
you  I  had  one  of  the  best 
Christmas experiences of my life.  

     Thanks to the diligent efforts of 
an Army staff sergeant with whom 
I share living quarters and the kind 
words of half a dozen Afghan 
guards who watch over us like 
guardian angels while we sleep, I 
experienced a magic on this 
Christmas Eve like never before. 
     The festivities started around 
6:30  p.m.   But  as   could   be  

expected during a deployment and 
with my lack of enthusiasm this 
year, I arrived about an hour late 
to find an underwhelming amount 
of  people  and a total lack of 
Christmas spirit. 
     There was loads of food 
brought from all over, holiday 
cookies     from     home     and  
individually packaged treats from a 
box. But the magic just wasn't 
there. Whether it is the sports talk 
on television filling the void where 
holiday music should have been or 
the lack of children's laughter 
throughout the house, the mood 
just wasn't in the air. 
     About the time it really started 
sinking in that this Christmas Eve 
would probably be best spent 
sleeping  in  my  bunk,  the  staff 
sergeant caught my attention and 
said, "Grab some cookies. We're 
going to hand them out." 
     In my confusion, I picked up a 
tray of cream-filled cookies and 
followed him past all the revelers, 
out  the  door,   through  the  yard 
and   into   the   alley   behind   our 

(Continued on Page 4) 

  Vol. 22   No. 12                                         WEBSITE   http://www.moaa-hawaii.org                                                 December  2007 

     Pau Hana Koa 
                  Retired Warriors  -  Hawaii State Chapter 
 Retired, Former, Active Duty & Reserve Warriors 
        Military Officers Association of America 

The Christmas Spirit Is Alive In Afghanistan 
Commentary by SSG Jess Harvey Combined Forces Command -- Afghanistan Public Affairs 



    Page 2                                                                                December 2007                           Newsletter of Hawaii Chapter MOAA      

 
 
 
 
 This  is  my  last column 
after 36 months and I have 
much appreciated members 
input as to my articles over 
this period.  This last tome 

will deal with a situation we are all becoming a little 
too  familiar  with.  That  is  the Post Traumatic 
Syndrome or PTSD that has affected so many of our 
returning troops.  PTSD is not unique only to war 
but any traumatic life experience can cause the same 
results.  PTSD as we know it today probably  has  
been  around  since  the  beginning  of mankind, but 
society has not known what caused the unusual 
symptoms/behaviors or chose to ignore them.  In  
our  recorded  history  of  war  and  PTSD  we  find 
the   first   mention  of   erratic  and   sometimes  
uncontrollable emotional  behavior  in  the  Civil  
War.   This  was  traumatic for the country as well 
as those who fought in the trenches.  Close combat, 
where  you  see  the enemy  you or your squad or 
platoon have killed or been next to a buddy who 
was killed is more likely to cause PTSD than death 
caused from a long distance such as bombing.  An 
enemy is killed, if time permits the remains are 
searched for intelligence, and a picture falls out of 
the dead man’s  wallet showing a picture of a wife 
and child -- all of a sudden the enemy may become 
more human with the same desires that we have.   
 A good  Marine  friend of mine made the 
Tarawa landings  in  WW II  where  3,000  Marines  
were  killed or wounded in 72 hours.  He was 
equipped with a Browning automatic rifle (BAR) 
that was heavy but very effective provided you kept 
it clean.  Running up Red Beach 1 he dropped his 
ammunition  pouch  with  the full replacement 
magazines of bullets.  He cleaned the magazines of 
sand, but forgot the pouch he put them back into.  

His  fire  team  (four  Marines) was attacking a 
Japanese  tank  trap  at  the  northwest  corner  of 
Tarawa, when his BAR jammed.  He dropped to one 
knee, and cleared the weapon.  When he got up all 
his buddies in the fire team where dead.  He had a 
very bad case of PTSD, then called “shell shock” 
but continued fighting in the War till the end.  Years 
later when he was our Scout Camp Director he 
would   wake  up  most  nights  with  horrible  
nightmares screaming “kill those Japs”.  This  went   
on continually, with no treatment or understanding 
readily available.  In 1993 he and his wife visited us 
in Hawaii.  When we got to Punchbowl he stated he 
could not walk through the cemetery for he might 
see the headstone of one of his buddies buried there.  
Gene Castagnetti, the cemetery Director took us in a 
golf  cart  up  to  the mosaic  maps of WW II and 
Korea.  We paused by the Tarawa map, where the 
tank trap is displayed and he asked to be left alone.  
About 45 minutes later he telephoned Gene’s office 
and asked to be picked up.  It was evident he had 
been crying.  The next morning he was out on our 
lanai taking pictures of birds.  When I approached 
him he looked at me so calmly and stated last night 
was the first night in 50 years he slept the night 
through without a nightmare. 
 With Vietnam, a small unit close encounter 
war, PTSD  was  never  really  formally  recognized  
with diagnosis and treatments being developed.  
Now with Iraq and Afghanistan, another small unit 
close encounter war, PTSD is being evaluated and 
treated in Theater, to minimize the effect of this 
psychological problem.  The U S Army has really 
taken the lead in this effort and has done wonders 
for the returning servicemen and women to continue 
to lead a productive and fruitful life. 
   Semper Fidelis, John Harms 

PERSPECTIVES FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
 by Colonel John Harms – USMC (Ret.) 

OUR RETURNING SERVICE MEN & WOMEN 

Commissary Comments (Continued from Page 5) 
 The  Committee  has  requested, in writing, that all of the 
issues   be   responded   to   by   NEX    “in  writing”.   NEX   
representatives agreed this will be done. 
      Final comment:  ever  wonder  why  you  don’t  see 
HALLMARK  brand  items  in  the  card  and  gift-wrapping 
section? 

ANSWER:  NEX awarded an 11 year exclusive to American 
Greetings!!  Hmmmmm.  There are still several years to go on 
the contract! 
PLEASE   SUBMIT   COMMENT   CARDS;   They  DO  
Listen.  So  do  I,  I’d  like  to  hear  from  you. 
CHRISTMAS  TREES  ARE  ON  THE  LOT  STARTING 
NOVEMBER   26. 
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Board of Directors 
Chair, RADM C Bruce Smith USN (Ret) 

Helen Peil Baker 
Judith Breitwieser 

            LtCol Louis Crompton USAF (Ret) 
Col John Harms USMC (Ret) 

LTC  HANK Heyenga USA (Ret) 
CDR Jack Miller USN (Ret) 

     CAPT John Peters USN (Ret) 
     CAPT George Sullivan USN (Ret) 

                                               

 

 - - CHAPTER SOCIAL EVENTS - - 
 

THIS MONTH - - Christmas Party 
Tuesday, 11 December, Hale Koa Hotel 

Dinner Dance starting at 1730 
See Page 4 for details. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
JANUARY RED HILL TOUR:  We tried unsuccessfully to 
schedule another tour  for those members who  did not 
have the opportunity to tour the  RED HILL facility last 
April.   Unfortunately, we have been advised that access to 
the Red Hill Naval Fuel Storage facility is now restricted to 
those  who  perform  work  or   have  an   official   duty  
requirement.  This  current  restricted  access  policy  will 
remain in effect for an indefinite period.   

 
  

IN JANUARY - -  TBD 
 

IN FEBRUARY - -  TBD 
 

IN MARCH - -  TBD 

Elected Officers 
 

President 
COL John Harms USMC 

261-2282 
JandBHarms@aol.com 

 

1st Vice President  
LCDR Tom Marzec USN 

261-9430 
adamtm@lava.net 

 

 2d Vice President 
Col Jim Gebhard USAF 

262-1165 
gebhardjim@aol.com 

 

3d Vice President 
LCDR Phillip Rother USN 

471-0091, ext 204 
phillip.rother@navy.mil 

 

Appointed Officers 
 

Secretary - Helen Baker 
254-0993 

propinvst@hawaii.rr.com 
 

Treasurer  
CAPT Neil Carmody USN 

262-2450 
DelNeilHI@aol.com 

 

Accountant  
LTC Richard DeLong, USA 

486-0439 
 rasbma@yahoo.com 

 

Auxiliary - Patricia Kubach 
395-9719 

trishkubach@hawaii.rr.com 
 

Legal 
COL Terry Thomason USA 

247-5255 
turtlealoha@aol.com 

 

Chair LAVA 
CAPT George Sullivan USN 

623-2243 
alohasully@earthlink.net 

 

Chair Legislative Affairs 
COL Tom Smyth USMC 

531-2829 
TSmyth@dbedt.hawaii.gov 

 

Directory Staff 
Publisher 

CAPT John Peters, USN 
petersj007@hawaii.rr.com 

Business Manager 
CDR Jack Miller, USN 

jackmiller@hawaii.rr.com 

 

Chair Personal Affairs 
RADM Bruce Smith USN 

373-3526 
cbrucef@hawaii.rr.com 

 

Chaplain 
COL Ron Bezanson USA  

292-6095  
bezansonrs01@aol.com 

 

Chair Public Affairs 
 CDR Bob Popp, USN 

261-1532 
 rpopp@hpu.edu 

 

Official Photographer 
VACANT 

 
Chair ROTC/Veterans Affairs 
COL Ralph JWK Hiatt USA 

261-3301  
hiattr@hawaii.rr.com 

 

Chair Community Affairs  
Kathy Delong   

486-0439 
rasbma@yahoo.com 

 

Co-Editors PHK 
 COL Ron Bezanson USA 

292-6095 
bezansonrs01@aol.com 

CAPT George Sullivan USN 
623-2243 

alohasully@earthlink.net 
 

Webmaster 
Bob Ranaldo 

941-0602 
bobranaldo@yahoo.com 

 

Chair Database Mgt 
Maj George Montague USAF 

239-4222 
montagueg001@hawaii.rr.com 

 

TUG  
Col Lou Torraca USAF 

254-3286  
af06hi@gmail.com 

 

 Historian  
Vacant 

 

Surgeon 
COL Bill Quirk MC USA 

625-7862 
bquirk6245@msn.com 

 

Sergeant –at– Arms 
LTC Hank Heyenga USA 

254-2814  
hheyenga@msn.com 

Executive Committee 

 

Thinning of the Ranks 
 

Maj Wesley Hofer, USAF (Ret) died 5 November.  He is 
survived by his wife, Joy, of Kailua-Kona. 
LTC William L. (Bill) McGarry, AUS (Ret)  died  16  
November.  He is survived by his wife, Ellen 
 
 

Binnacle List 
 

Mary Jo Bezanson Barbara Quirk 
 

Bill Cope 
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The Christmas Spirit Is Alive 
 (Cont’d from Page 1) 
safe-house where Afghan guards 
work around the clock. We started 
handing cookies to each of the 
guards,  who   in   turn  greeted  us  
with salutations of 'Merry Christmas' 
and  their  heartfelt  thanks and  
appreciation for our being here in 
their country instead of  at  home  
with our  loved  ones.  
     After our exploits as cookie San-
tas, we returned to our house ac-
companied by a few Afghan guards 
who'd shown up early and weren't 
on duty yet. A fire pit burned in the 
backyard. We all sat, warming our 
hearts and feet, to the crackle of the 
fire and laughter of good friends -- 
some of whom I'd met for the first 
time that night.  
     The Afghan guards shared with 
us their tales of love, laughter and 
freedoms -- all gained, according to 

them,  since  the  arrival  of  the 
coalition.  We  shared  our  own  
experiences, jokes and thanks with 
them in return.  
     We also shared food -- lots of 
food. When one of the Afghans, 
warming himself next to the fire, 
would grab an apple or an orange, 
he would always offer half of it to 
someone else sitting nearby. I later 
learned this is their custom. The 
same went for the grape and apple 
juice we used to toast one another. 
Before long, all of my sorrows had 
departed and I started feeling as 
though I'd known these guys all my 
life.  
     As the guards started preparing 
for work, and I prepared to climb 
into my bunk, one guard, who 
teaches English in his off hours, 
leaned over to me and told me 
something I hope will stick with me 
for the rest of my life.  

     He said, "Tonight, my brother, 
you  have   shown  me  what  
Christmas means and now, I can go 
and teach my students about it."  
     That's when it hit me square in 
the heart. This night, the Christmas 
spirit had become more vivid and 
alive than ever before in my lifetime 
-- all because of the laughs, smiles 
and   hugs   shared   with   my  
new-found   brethren.  
     Christmas truly is about giving, 
whether it's a smile, a hug, a cookie 
or freedom. Christmas is also about 
spending time with loved ones, 
whether you've known them all your 
life, or whether you've just met for 
the first time.  
     If I were given the chance to do it 
all over again, I wouldn't change a 
thing. After all, my Afghan brothers 
helped  me  to  understand  the 
meaning  of  Christmas. 
 

11 December 2007 
 

It’s hard to believe it’s this time again, 
 but let’s all join with each other in the enjoyment 

and merriment of the season.   

Starts at 1730 with the “Marine Forces Pacific Band”  
playing during our cocktail hour.  Following Dinner 

Dance to the “Lundgren Big Sounds Swing Band” 
with music from the 1940’s to 1960’s.   Last year with 

around 100 attending the dance floor was always full. 
 

Clip and mail —————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 

Name of Person(s) Attending: ___________________________________________________ 

 

Enjoy Mouth Watering Seared Filet Mignon, @ $35.00  
WITH ALL THE EXTRAS PLUS DINNER WINE 

            Or by Special Request - Vegetarian Dinner?  Yes _____ 
- - - No Host (cash only) Bar will be available. - - - 

 

Make checks payable to:   Hawaii State Chapter MOAA 
Send to:  Jim Gebhard, 107 Kailuana Place, Kailua, Hawaii  96734-1662 

 

If you wish to set up a group table(s) please indicate the other members of 
your group on separate sheet.  Seating is limited to ten persons per table. 

 

  Dinner Cost: $ 35.00 x ____    Scholarship Donation: $_______    

Total Enclosed: $_______ 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY— HALE KOA HOTEL-- WAIKIKI BALLROOM 
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CHAPTER DONATIONS FOR 2007 
 

The following Chapter members have generously donated  funds  to either  our  Scholarship  
or Community Services Programs.  Scholarships of $1000 are awarded to deserving JROTC 
graduates from our  State  Public High Schools going to a four year university or college and 
$500 for those going to a two year community college.  Community Services contributions go 
to  the  VA  Center  for  Aging,  Fisher  House  at  TAMC, and  the  USO,  to  mention  a  few.  
EXCEPTIONAL - $3,290 in donations to date.  Mahalo for your kindness! 
 

                                                       GOLD LEVEL ($100 or more) 
David Stefansson, Richard Meiers, Hank Heyenga (x4), Robert Gwaltney, Ralph Hiatt 

Robert German, Barbara Earle in memory of husband John, Bruce and Carolyn Smith (x2) 
Jerry Coffee (x2), Rex Bergland, Joseph Comstock, Dorothy Voseipka in memory of husband John 
Henry Trautwein, Russell and Virginia Perkins, Grant Story and Allyn Thompson (x2), Charlie Kimak 

Arcadia Retirement Residences (x2), Rex Berglund, Patricia Kubach in memory of husband Richard (x2) 
George and Roberta Sullivan (x2), Darrell and Rheta Large (x2), Myrl Noggle (x2), Jack and Carita Miller 

John Peters, Bill and Barbara Quirk (x2), Douglas Thomas, 
 

SILVER LEVEL ($50 to $99) 
Clyde Friar, Carl Hokenson, Steve Marx, James Kelly, Lloyd Vasey, Nancy Stabley  

Margaret Campbell, Marian Williams, Brian Fagan, Virginia Frizelle, Bob Kessler, Regina Foster 
Isabel and Sid Baker, Constance McQuillan, David Belatti, Prabhasri Gaines, R.E. Cook 

 

BRONZE LEVEL ($25 to $49) 
 Gary Veblen, George and Helen Kekuna, Harland Cope, Edwin McKellar, Roy and Helen McArdle 

Shirley Grant, Ron and Mary Jo Bezanson, Isabel and Sid Baker, Mike Olson, Helen Baker 
Fred and Mary Weyand, William Tate, Frank Apel, Ed O’Shaugnessey, Martha Schneider, Thomas Kalus 

 

If you have donated in these categories and do not see your name, 
please notify John Harms at JandBHarms@aol.com 

COMMISSAARY COMMENTS by Patricia Kubach 
 

     Our   quarterly   Navy Commissary   meeting   was  attended  
by  representatives of the NEX who had important information 
to share. 
     First, commissary issues.  The current guest policy allows two 
gues ts  to  accompany any authorized  patron  
over 18  years.  There is an attempt being made to prohibit entry 
to any guests at all.   If you are in favor of that move 
you might want to fill out a comment card found in locations of 
the commissary.  There are 10,000 – 12,000 shoppers daily. 
     A request was made to provide more healthy 
foods.  Management  feels  that  need  is   fulfilled  with  the 
inclusion  of   many   Organic  foods. 
     Produce  sells  very  well,   so   there   isn’t   much  need  for 
putting produce on sale, if it is, it is placed next to the fresh 
item, not separately.  
 

     SCHOLARSHIP  applications  for  2008  are  open  for  
military  dependents  beginning  November  1.  One winner is 
chosen for every 25 applicants.  Three were awarded last 
year.  You can get the application at the commissary website.  
 

     NEX NEWS:  In last month’s article I announced that the 
parking lot was to be repaved according to a report from the 
NEX representatives. It now seems that decision is up to NAVY 
REGION who has determined that the current two way is the 
best for traffic flow.  NEX will be allowed to repaint the aisle 
number designations and that will be done.  
 

     SECURITY has been heightened and you may already have 
seen signs advising patrons  to protect  their  valuables.  There is 

 
increased surveillance with a physical person staged in the tower 
area and parking lot activity will be available on tape. 
     A comment  was made about the unequal number of hair 
stylists (21 women to 3 men).  The answer is that a plea has gone 
out for male barbers to apply with little to no response. 
 

     IMPORTANT 3 issues  have been submitted by our PAC 
committee, chaired  by our admirable leader Admiral Smith. 
 

     1.  Gasoline is usually priced higher than COSCO and only 
pennies less than many off base stations. 
ANSWER.  We can’t compete with COSCO because” they’re  a 
membership store”.  Prices are set by AAFES.  When NEX has 
asked them to reduce the prices because patrons complain about 
the high cost, AAFES responds “well their  customers don’t  
complain”.  I  personally  suggest, those of you who patronize  
the  AAFES  Service  Stations  register  your  complaint  (in   
writing)   if   you   agree   pricing   should   be  significantly 
lower than outside stations. 
 

     2.  Recommended  that   the  Exchange  go  pro-active  in 
assuring pricing is competitive. 
ANSWER. NEX is “very pro-active” in keeping up with price 
matching.  A verbal challenge by a customer is good enough to 
warrant a price match. 
 

     3.  PAC committee recommends that the pricing set by the 
EXCHANGE for high end items be priced lower than outside 
outlets particularly if it is an older model. 
ANSWER.  We’ll look into it. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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I can't believe it's almost Christmas time, so I figured I'd better think about a list...to paraphrase from the credit card ad that asks, What's in 
your wallet... What's on your list? To begin, I thought I'd have a look around and see what people are saying. I found an interesting survey 
done by Solutions Research Group for Digital Life America, so what I've done is show  an example of each and what the seller or reviewer 

or I say about it and finally I did a search for the best online price at the time I wrote this. As always, I advise you to do a search on your own if you are 
interested in buying a product. As usual, this is an abbreviated column, so for the full version, be sure and visit http://tinyurl.com/363qew after the 1st of 
December. BTW, no surprise here, a survey of 1,200 American consumers reveals that "three-in-four (76%) have at least one digital lifestyle product on 
their wish lists leading up to the Christmas season."    It's hard to believe that Apple's new iPods did not make the list, but iPhone did rank #15. Apple 
Laptops were also said to be a top Holiday pick by women in the survey. 
 1. Flat screen high definition TV set - on the wish list of 35%  Samsung Electronics will be showcasing some incredibly thin LCDs at FPD 
International 2007, in Yokohama, Japan. This photo shows-off a 40-inch (101.6cm) diagonal Full HD LCD TV panel that's only 10.0 millimeters thick, 
with a bezel that has been reduced from a conventional 30mm to 14.6mm. Normally you would only see LCDs this thin on 10-20 inch LCDs designed 
for desktop monitors.  Samsung says that the LCD panel uses an LED backlight to reproduce 92 percent of the NTSC standard for color saturation and 
features low power consumption of 90 watts or less.    Best price=$2999 from Amazon 
 2. Laptop (windows) (20%)   Looking  for a good deal on laptops? In time for  the holiday shopping season,  Fujitsu has released the new 
thin-and-light LifeBook S7211 laptop with four configurations priced from $899-$1099. The higher-end LifeBook S7211 offers a 1.5 GHz Intel Core 2 
Processor T5250, 2 MB L2 cache, 667 MHz FSB, 120 GB hard drive, 14.1" Crystal View Wide XGA display, modular dual-layer multi-format DVD 
writer, Wifi 802.11a/b/g, 1GB RAM - expandable up to 4GB, and integrated webcam.   Best price=$899 from Fujitsu direct sales 
 3. Digital camera (17%)  It's not every day we see a compact digital camera sporting a 28mm wide-angle lens with a 4x optical zoom, but the 
FinePix F480 is just that. The F480 is an 8-megapixel digital camera with a large 2.7-inch LCD monitor, packaged in a slim 23mm metallic body, and 
available in black or silver colors. It's fitted with easy-to-operate buttons, and Picture Stabilization / Blur Reduction mode, ISO range up to ISO 800, and 
12MB of internal memory. And the FinePix F480 can record video in Motion JPEG 30fps,so,you'll probably want to get an xD card or SDHC card for 
extended memory.    Best price=$146.95 at Amazon 
 4. Desktop PC (14%)  HP Slimline s3223w Desktop PC w/ AMD Athlon 64 X2 Dual-Core Processor 4400+ 
This Pavilion PC is only one-third the size of a conventional tower PC. But it delivers all the power of much larger models. The sophisticated dual-core 
processor is designed for true multitasking with demanding applications.  
Best price=$488 at WalMart...display sold separately 
5. GPS navigation unit for the car (10%)  Lookin for GPS on a budget? The new affordable Magellan RoadMate 1200 GPS unit is a pretty good deal for 
the holidays. The pocket-sized Magellan RoadMate 1200 entry-level GPS unit is designed for easy portability and boasts a full-size 3.5” bright QVGA 
anti-glare touch screen with an intuitive user interface designed for fast input.    Best price=$199.99 at Circuit City 
 6. Cell phone (10%)  Cellphone. This one is almost impossible to make much sense of due to the plethora of "deals" out there. So, here are 
two options; the first is an excellent guide for sorting through all the stuff out there:  http://tinyurl.com/25e2t5  and the second is a really easy phone and 
plans for basic cellphone use: anytime in the U.S. -  you'll never pay roaming or long distance fees. Your monthly minutes are good  for 90 days or 
purchase Add on Minutes that are good for a whole year. No long term contracts. No hidden charges for switching plans.  Plans start as low as $10 per 
month. Visit: http://www.jitterbug.com/ServicesPlansMonth.aspx  for details. 
 7. Digital video camera (9%)  Here's a pocket-sized HD camcorder from Sanyo. It's the new Xacti HD700 720p HD camcorder, which records 
both high-definition video and 7.1-megapixel photos to an SD or SDHC memory card. The ultra-compact HD700 records in the advanced MPEG-4 
AVC/H.264 video format encoding and uses the same optical processing engine found in the higher-end Xacti VPC-HD1000, which is said to process 
images quickly with lower power consumption. The Sanyo Xacti HD700 is available in Silver, Red and Brown. 
Best price=$454.00 at CameraAddict.com 
 8. Nintendo Wii (9%)  Seeing a Nintendo Wii controller in action is pretty impressive, and it could start a whole new way of video gaming and 
expand the number of gamers out there. Players can manipulate  Wii games through  the motion of the remote control-like Wii Remote, which also 
includes a built-in speaker. In a four-player tennis game I saw during a Nintendo demo, the Wii Remote became a  virtual  tennis  racket,  from  the 
vibration of the hit to the sound of the ball. The Wii Remote's sensors are delicate enough to enable players to hit straight, add slice or put top spin on 
the ball.    Best price=$351.41 at Amazon 
 9. Sony PS3 (7%)  Sony Computer Entertainment America has announced the introduction of a new 80GB PS3, and the availability of more 
than 100 new software titles for the video game console. The new 80GB PlayStation 3 (PS3) gaming console comes with the online-enabled racing 
game MotorStorm. Both the 80GB and 60GB Sony PS3 consoles come standard with Cell Broadband Engine (Cell/B.E.), Blu-ray Disc (BD) player, 
built-in HDD, 1080p high-definition output, Wi-Fi connectivity and SIXAXIS wireless controller.     Best price=$439.99 at Amazon 
 10. Blu-ray or HD-DVD player. The format war is still unresolved, but if you are intent on being totally prepared, LG makes a combo player 
that  allows  you  to  play  either format.  SUPER BLU™ PLAYER BLU-RAY DISC &  HD DVD™ PLAYBACK.  Plays  Blu-ray  Disc  and  HD  DVD  
high-definition disc formats with more than twice the resolution of standard DVD discs. 
FULL HD 1080p OUTPUT     Best price=$699. at Circuit City 
 That should get you started for now, so tune up those plastic cards and dust off your check books, the game is about to begin.  But remember 
to be careful out there as you explore the exciting world of consumer electronics. 
  Come  see  us  at  one  o f 2  monthly  meetings  (Jan –Oct)  www.the-tug.org       Aloha, Lou 
 

TUG by Colonel Lou Torraca, USAF (Retired) 
Top Ten Electronic Gadgets . . . What’s on Your List? 
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ANNUAL MEETING - OAHU VETERANS CENTER ANNUAL MEETING - - OAHU VETERANS CENTER 



 

UP-COMING  CHAPTER  ACTIVITIES: 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 
11 December -- 1730 

Hale Koa Hotel, Waikiki Ballroom 
 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

See Page 4 for details. 

HAWAII CHAPTER of the MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA                             
New Membership Application and/or Current Member Dues Payment 

Name: ___________________________________________ Male  □     Female  □ 
                              Last                                    First                         MI 

New Member Application  □   Currently a Regular Member   □     Currently an Auxiliary Member □ 
New members: Complete next items and Regular or Auxiliary Member section.  Enter remittance at bottom. 
Current members: Complete any items that have changed and enter your remittance amount at bottom of form.  
Address:_________________________________________________________ Email:____________________ 
Date of birth:_________________________  National MOAA membership No. _________________________   
Home Phone:____________________  Office Phone: _____________________  Fax ____________________    

If married, spouse’s first name:___________________  Last name, if different than yours:____________________________________ 
Indicate interest in any of the following Chapter activities or Committees: 

Personal Affairs   Legislative Affairs/Veterans Affairs   Public Affairs   Program/Social   Newsletter   Membership   Finance   
ROTC Scholarship & Awards     Fund Raising   Community Service   TUG(Computers)   Party Bridge   Golf     Tennis      
Dues Enclosed $ __________ Optional Donation: Scholarships $ __________ Community Services $_________ 

Total Remittance: $__________ Make check to Hawaii Chapter MOAA, PO Box 1185, Kailua HI 96734-1185 

Regular Members:  Active duty, retired, or former military officers are eligible for regular membership. 
Service ______  Rank _______  Active Duty□  Retired□  Reserve□  National Guard□  Former Officer□ 
Dues: $15 per year; 5 years for $60. Life membership: Age 50 and under, $300; 51-60 $250; 61-70 $200; 
71-89 $100; 90 and older is free. 

Auxiliary Members:  Widows or widowers are eligible for membership whose spouses were regular mem-
bers or were eligible for regular membership. Rank of spouse: _____ Service of spouse: ______ 
Dues: $10 per year; 5 years for $40; Life membership: Age 50 and under, $150; 51-60 $125; 61-70 $100; 
71-89 $50; 90 and older is free.   

Non-Profit Org. 
US Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 702 

Honolulu 
Hawaii 

Hawaii Chapter, MOAA 
P.O. Box 1185 
Kailua, Hawaii  96734-1185 
 
Return Service Requested 
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