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Medicare Issues 
 The National Retiree Legislative Network (NRLN) works to enact 
federal legislation to protect employer-sponsored pensions, health care 
benefits and keep Social Security and Medicare strong...it's one of the very 
few organizations focused on these topics.  http://www.nrln.org/ 

NRLN President's Forum  
Letter to Speaker of the House Paul Ryan 

 Speaker Paul Ryan (WI-01), as the leader of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, is in a position to be a proponent for reducing the cost 
of prescription drugs and the perseveration of traditional Medicare. 
However, the positions he has taken on prescription drug and Medi-
care issues are of concern to the National Retiree Legislative Net-
work.  Here is a summary of a letter recently sent to him: 

 “I am writing to you, Speaker Ryan, to express our extreme disappointment 
with the position you have taken as the leader of the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives on three Medicare issues:  (1) We are disappointed that you have not 
supported legislation to allow Medicare to negotiate lower prescription drug 
prices; (2) you have not convinced the Republicans on the House Energy and 
Commerce committee to pass H.R. 2228, the Safe and Affordable Drugs 
from Canada Act of 2015; and (3) You have supported the House Republi-
cans' health care reform plan proposal to gradually transform Medicare to a 
system of premium support or subsidies that in reality support insurance 
company costs and profits.  Allow Medicare to Negotiate Lower Drug Prices! 

 “You and most of your colleagues are ignoring the desire of the vast 
majority of Americans who believe that Medicare should be allowed 
to negotiate lower prices for prescription drugs [as TRICARE is able 
to do]. Retirees wonder whether Chairman Brady (Ways and Means 
Committee) and other Representatives in leadership positions have 
had their judgment clouded on prescription drug price gouging due to 
the huge contributions received in 2016 campaign and PAC leadership 
contributions from the Pharmaceuticals/Health Products industry. 

 “More than 75% of Americans now say their top health concern 
is the rising price of prescription drugs, according to the Kaiser 
Family Foundation. 

 “You should use your House leadership position to gain passage of 
H.R. 3061, the Medicare Prescription Drug Price Negotiation 
Act that the Republican Chairmen have bottled up in the House 

 Please See Medicare Page 2 

August Luncheon 
 Join us at 11:30, Thursday, 18 
August, at the Oahu Veterans’ 
Center, 1298 Kukila Street, Foster 
Village, for a special presentation 
and lunch.  Lt Gen Dan “Fig” 

Leaf, USAF, Ret., 
Director, Daniel 
K. Inouye Asia-
Pacific Center for 
Security Studies 
(APCSS), Ft. 
DeRussy, will up-

date us on events challenging our 
country in the Pacific. 

 The occasion will also honor 
two Chapter members:  retiring 
directors Larry Enomoto and 
George Sullivan for their dec-
ades of  indispensable Chapter 
service.  Show your appreciation! 

 An onolicious catered lunch will 
be provided by A Catered Experi-
ence.  Please see reservation 
form on Page 7 and sign up! 

COL Marvin J. Harris 4-Star Communications Award for Printed Newsletters — 2015 
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Hawaii Aloha Chap-
ter, MOAA 

President’s  Message 

 By John Ma 
 Summer is in full swing and 
with that more time with the 

kids and grandkids; a time to enjoy and a time 
to reflect.  We have a few leadership changes as 
we head into summer.  As mentioned last 
month, George Sullivan will be stepping down 
as our Chairman of  the Board of  Directors.  
We thank Mark Torreano for stepping up to 
fill that vital position.  Lawrence Enomoto, 
after decades of  dedicated service to our chap-
ter and other veteran's organizations, will also 
be relinquishing his position as a board of  di-
rectors and chair of  our Membership Commit-
tee, due to family health reasons.  Please join us 
in our August chapter meeting as we will honor 
both of  them for their faithful service. 

 As we have learned in our military experience  
and in life, it's next person up to serve and to 
support.  If  you are interested in serving, 
please contact me or any of  our board of  di-
rectors or chapter officers. 

 As you may know, MOAA is a strong advo-
cate in protecting the hard-earned benefits of  
our service members, veterans and their fami-
lies, as well as maintaining a strong national de-
fense.  MOAA's position is well respected in 
Congress because we represent a large number 
of  constituents with similar interest.  To main-
tain a strong voice, we need to maintain a 
strong membership base.  In the next few 
months we will be asking our chapter members 
(and former members) to ensure they renew 
their membership and help to recruit more 
members.  Thank you for your support and 
"never stop serving." NOTICE 

 This newsletter, my 128th issue of Nā Leo O Nā Koa, is 
promulgated monthly as an official publication of Ha-
waii Aloha Chapter, Military Officers’ Association of 
America, P.O. Box 201441, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96820. 

 Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 6 Aug 2016  1000, TUG, The MOAA Hawaii Computer 
(Saturday)  Users Group, Oahu Veterans’ Center 

18 Aug 2016 1130, Catered Luncheon, Oahu Veterans 
(Thursday)  Center.  Guest Speaker:  Lt Gen Dan Leaf 

21 Aug 2016 1300, Hawaii Aloha Party Bridge, Fahrni Realty 
(Sunday)   Classroom.  Hostess:  Mitzi Austin 

24 Aug 2016 0900, Golf Outing, Klipper Golf Course 
(Wednesday) Kaneohe Marine Corps Base Hawaii 

11 Sep 2016 Noon, Annual MOAA Picnic, Pavilion 
(Sunday)   5A, Bellows AFS, Waimanalo 

 3 Dec 2016 1700, Annual Christmas Dinner Party, Sunset 
(Saturday)  Lanai, Camp H. M. Smith, Aiea Heights 

The Trivia Question 
We know diamonds are a girl's best friend... so which 

country leads the world in the production of diamonds?  

See Trivia Answer Page 4 

Add these Websites to your “Favorites” 

 http://www.moaa.org 
http://www.moaa-hawaii.org 

Medicare from Front Page 

Committees on Energy and Commerce and Ways 
and Means since July 2015. 

 “In an article published in July 2015 in the journal 

Mayo Clinic Proceedings, more than 100 prominent 

oncologists called for support of a grassroots move-

ment to stem the rapid increases in the prices of can-

cer drugs, including by letting Medicare negotiate 

prices with pharmaceutical companies and letting pa-

tients import less expensive medicines from Canada. 

 “Mr. Speaker you are in the position to make a 

positive difference in the lives of retirees by provid-

ing leadership to pass legislation allowing Medicare 

to negotiate for lower drug prices, make it possible 

to import safe and more affordable drugs from 

Canada and protect traditional Medicare for dec-

ades to come.  Please support America's seniors.” 

Bill Kadereit, President 

National Retiree Legislative Network 

http://www.moaa.org
http://www.moaa.org
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University of Hawaii Scholarships and Leadership Awards 

 Continuously since 1981 the Chapter has recognized aca-
demic achievement at the University of  Hawaii.  Pictured 
above, colonels Mark Torreano, USAF, Ret., left, and Harold 
Kuwahara, USA, Ret., right, flank the Army and Air Force 
ROTC cadets to whom they presented Leadership awards. 
 Dave and Mary Brostrom, right,  present the annual 1LT 
Jonathan Brostrom Memorial Leadership Scholarship Award to 
Cadet Brock Balmoja.  The Air Force Scholarship recipient was 
Cadet Jasmine Guarnes-Washburn.  These awards are pos-
sible through membership contributions.  Mahalo!!!  Ralph 

In Memoriam 
 K. Mark 
Takai, 49, 
LTC, USAR, a 
Life Member 
of our Hawaii 
Aloha Chap-
ter, MOAA, 
and our Rep-

resentative for the First Congres-
sional District in the U.S. Con-
gress, succumbed to a long battle 
with pancreatic cancer the morn-
ing of  20 July 2016 in his home in 
Aiea surrounded by his family. 
 Mark’s former commanding officer, 
chapter member MG Robert G. F. 
Lee, USA, Ret., Adjutant General 
(2003-2011), wrote the following trib-
ute to Mark Takai for this newsletter: 

 I would like to remind our 
Guardsmen and Reservists that 
call Hawaii home that they should 
remember Mark Takai every time 
they enjoy their special benefits. 
Mark would see me prior to every 
state legislative session to work 
out the "military appreciation 
package" we should push.  Mark 
Takai would set up the bills and I 
would provide the testimony. 

 We all know the State of Hawaii 
is a tax hell but Mark was instru-
mental in rolling back taxes/fees 
for our Guardsmen and Reservists. 
 1. The $1500 deduction from 
state taxes for being a member of 
the Guard or Reserve remained 
unchanged for decades in spite of 

inflation.  We changed this to 
have this deduction change every 
year based on the drill and annual 
training pay for an E5 with 8 years 
of service and having a family of 
4.  We determined that this Ser-
geant and family is having a diffi-
cult time financially so the State 
should not tax his drill pay.  To-
day the Guardsman/Reservist 
would deduct $6295 from his re-
portable income when calculating 
their State taxes.  More impor-
tantly, this deduction would in-
crease every time there  is a mili-
tary pay raise.....no need to go 
back to the legislature for changes. 
 2. If a Guardsman/Reservist is 
deployed to a combat zone, all 

Please See Mark Takai Page 7 
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Surviving Spouses 
 By Jayne Henley-Davis 
 In recent weeks I have been re-

minded how important it is for 

Spouses to leave their loved ones 

instructions on what to do when they leave us.  

I spoke to a recent widow on the phone to see 

if  I could offer my help/services, and she had 

already made the necessary calls to the different 

organizations.  Because her husband had left 

detailed instructions with the numbers and ad-

dresses to contact, she said the whole process 

only took her a 1/2 day.  She was soooo thank-

ful he had taken the time to complete the list. 

 Our Chapter’s Membership Directory does have 

general instructions to help individuals, but all of  us 

have different situations with different addresses and 

phone numbers.  Some have more than others.  Ex-

amples of  places to call include changing names on 

all accounts, insurance companies, the Defense De-

partment, the Social Security department to inquire 

about benefits, and there are always Military Survi-

vor Benefits to seek out.  Check the front section of 

your 2015 copy of  the MOAA Hawaii Aloha Mem-

bership Directory for a great place to start. 

Aloha for now, Jayne 

Chaplain’s Corner 
By Rev. Robert E. Walden 
 What an exciting time we live in! 
First the RNC, then a tropical 
storm, and then the DNC.  And 
then our Secretary of  State, John 
Kerry, makes the comment that air conditioners 
and refrigeration are as big a treat to our lives as 
ISIS.  So not only is it exciting, it is also confusing.  
Personally I am not aware of  anyone who has 
been beheaded by an air conditioner.  Seems to 
me that there are some pretty scary priorities out 
there.  The elections are coming upon us rapidly.  
Both Clinton and Trump have made their choices 
about Vice Presidential candidates and soon we 
will also be called upon to makes our choices 
about for whom to vote.  The best advice I can 
give on this is the same one which Ted Cruz gave:  
Vote your conscience!  Take a look at the candi-
dates and the party platform and make the best 
decision you can as to who you believe will make 
your life, and the lives of most of  us, better. 

 Even though the courts have decreed that we 
are to remove religion from our government, 
that does not remove religion from our lives or 
even society in general.  As an aside, the way I 
read the Constitution is that our Founding Fa-
thers did not intend to remove religion from 
government but instead to remove government 
from religious affairs.  If  you read about their 
lives, they were all aware of  the effect that relig-
ion has on people’s lives and that is very impor-
tant but at the same time they did NOT want the 
government to become entangled with religious 
arguments.  We seem to have gotten this all 
turned around and have instead gotten the gov-
ernment heavily involved in religious matters. 

 In any case, remember as you decide who to 
support, the future of  our country rides upon 
you voting.  And as you decide who to vote 
for, please do not make it a narrow focus but 
instead look at the wide scope of  where we 
want to go and how we are to get there.  In 
my humble opinion, I will be basing who I 
vote for, in spite of  the court’s opinion of  
separation of  Church and State, on the love 
and forgiveness of  Christ. In other words, 
who will make the USA and the world a 
better place and not a worse place. 

TAPS 

Howard M. Inoue, 85, CW4, USA, Retired; 
14 July.  Survived by spouse Nancy, one son, 
two daughters, five grandchildren and a great 
grandchild.  Visitation 1700, service 1800, 

5 August; Hosoi Garden Mortuary. 

BINNACLE LIST 
Darrell Large, COL, USA, Ret., at home 

recouping after ear surgery 

Trivia Answer 

 Largest volume is RUSSIA...  far away from 
Botswana or South Africa [Bonus - did you 
know there is a diamond mine in Arkansas?]  
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Hawaii Aloha Chapter Party Bridge 

 The 2nd half  of  the chapter’s party 
bridge program will be a month 
short since there was no play in June.  
It began on Sunday, 17 July, with 2 
tables played in the Fahrni Realty 
Classroom with  no substitutes.  The 
session was hosted by Dayle & 

Bobbi Carlson although the latter was not present. 

 Before play began a little after 1 pm, those present 
sang and wished Joan White a happy birthday, and 
during play had pieces of  her birthday cake. 

 After 5 rounds of  very competitive play, Judy 
Lutfy was the top scorer with 4,790 points. She 
was followed by Shirley Ihara with 4050 
points, Mitzi Austin with 3,130, and Leney 
Vine with 2,940.  Other contenders were:  
Dayle Carlson, Les Ihara, Dan Matthews, 
and Joan White.  There was only one slam  bid 
and made during this session by the leading 
scorers-partners Judy Lutfy and Shirley Ihara. 

 The next bridge session will be held at 1 pm on 
Sunday, 21 August, at the Fahrni Realty Class-
room.  Mitzi Austin volunteered as hostess, so if  
interested players have not signed up, they need 
to call either her at 486-0900 or Shirley Ihara at 
239-7947 not later than Wednesday, 17 Au-
gust.       Shirley, Program Coordinator 

Shirley Ihara 

Mary Gourley    8/02 
Tom Seale      8/02 
Geo. Brenenstahl 8/03 
Ron Mikolajczyk  8/05 
Charles Djou    8/09 
David Millard    8/09 
Bruce Altenhof   8/10 
Jens Jensen     8/10 
Mary Nevelle    8/12 
Annie Terry     8/14 
Lisa Crompton   8/14 
Ted Sholl       8/17 
Jack DeTour    8/18 
Eugene Imai     8/19 

James Hastings   8/20 
Kenzo Kanemoto 8/21 
Helene Webster  8/22 
Richard Wong   8/23 
Irwin Cockett    8/24 
Lou Crompton   8/24 
Mel Soong      8/24 
Ernest Balignasay 8/26 
Robert German  8/26 
Harold Kuwahara 8/28 
John Burke     8/30 
John Stewart    8/30 
Harold Tonda    8/30 

Hau'oli lā hānau! 
Partial List of 

August Babies 
Expired Memberships not listed 

If you feel you should be listed, advise Newsletter Editor 

July Golf Report 
 The remnants of  Tropical 

Storm Darby provided 18 dedi-

cated MOAA golfers the added 

challenges of  very cloudy skies 

and oppressive humidity to 

make the Leilehua Golf  Course 

very difficult for many of  us on Tuesday, 26 

July.  Nevertheless, the combined net scores 

were very close, as only 6 strokes separated 

first and third place. 

 The standings were:  First Place, Gary Hara 

and Ira Tagawa; Second Place, Mert Agena 
and Bob Nagao; Third Place, Myron 
Brumaghim and Ken Munechika.  The clos-
est to the pin winners were Dianne Hara, Gary 
Hara, Ken Munechika and Walt Kinoshita. 

 Next month’s outing will be on Wednesday, 
24 August, at the Kaneohe Klipper Golf  
Course.  Come out and enjoy a beautiful golf  
course!  In closing, an Accurate Golfism:  If  
your driver is hot, your putter will be ice cold; 
if  you can hit your irons, you will top your 
woods; if  you are keeping your right elbow 

tucked in, your head will come up.  Keep 
on playing anyway!          Aloha!   Curt 

Seated left to right are:  Shirley Ihara, Judy 
Lutfy, & Joan White.  Standing are:  Leney 
Vine, Mitzi Austin & Host Dayle Carlson. 

Curtis Lee 
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TUG (The MOAA Hawaii 

User Group) 

 by Lou Torraca 

http://www.the-tug.org 

 We all spend lots of time on the ‘net, but the 
sheer size of it makes it hard to find lots of neat 
places unless someone tells us, so, I’ve made a list 
of some of my favorite sites (aka web pages) and 
I’ve added a few brief comments on each; but, you 
really need to go there yourself and see what’s 
there and in some cases try out the program. 

www.the-tug.org 
 Your (MOAA) computer user group.  If you 
need help with computing or are just interested in 
learning more about them, this is the place to go.  
The TUG is the oldest continuous PC User Group 
in Hawai'i.  Dedicated to educating computer users 
in the wonders of computers and computing. 

http://www.nasa.gov 
 Hard to beat this one for kids of all ages.  Lots of 
great information and images, things to do and 
games for everyone. 

http://www.wpclipart.com 
 This is where the clipart you see at the top of this 
column comes from.  The owner, Mr Paul 
Sherman has posted them for public use, free of 
any restrictions.  So, feel free to use them in your 
letters, e-mails or whatever.  Thanks, Paul! 

http://www.musipedia.org 
 The folks at Musipedia are busy building a 
searchable, editable, and expandable encyclopedia 
of tunes. And you're invited to take part in the ac-
tion.  Their Melodyhound can find a tune even if 
all you know is the melody. 

http://www.scambusters.org/press.html 
 This one is a must for everyone’s favorites 
(Internet Explorer, Edge ) or bookmarks (Firefox).  
Check out why The Wall Street Journal, The New 
York Times, NPR, ABC, CBS, NBC, CNN, CNBC, 
MSNBC, Forbes, Consumer Reports and so many oth-
ers have recommended scambusters for useful, 
practical, and trustworthy information. 

http://www.hulu.com 
 This is your best friend on a rainy day.  Old movies, 
not so old movies, TV programs, you name it they may 
have it.  The best part is it’s free (yes, they also have 
paid versions) and maybe the best, best part is it’s legal.  
Put the popcorn in the microwave and off you go. 

http://www.merriam-webster.com 
 If you do any amount of writing, whether for the 
office or just e-mails, I’d be surprised if you have-
n’t found this one, which, along with the Encyclo-
pedia Britannica are indispensible tools.  

http://twitter.com 
 After blogs, this one was inevitable…you 
"twitter" (yes, it's a verb) by answering the ques-
tion "What are you doing?" in 140 characters or 
less. It looks like more of a fun thing than a seri-
ous one as you can see from the example of how 
little 140 characters is.  

http://www.mikesradioworld.com 
 Have you ever wondered what a Vatican radio 
station sounds like?  How about a top-40 Austra-
lian station, a UK news station, or a Paris college 
campus radio station?  This page provides links to 
these and many more.  The no-frills site provides 
links to more than 5,000 radio stations.  Many of 
them have a "listen live" link.  In just minutes, you 
can hear radio stations from Australia, Europe, or 
New Zealand. 

http://www.gcflearnfree.org 
 This page is an incredibly deep online learning 
site from the Goodwill Community Foundation.  
On the site, there are thousands of video lessons 
covering 125 topics, taught by professional educa-
tors.  Topics are geared to everyone from kids, to 
college students, to people who want to learn Eng-
lish, or even adults who need to beef up on job 
skills, like learning to write a résumé or using Mi-
crosoft Office. 

http://www.travelpod.com 
 This is a place where you can write an ongoing 
blog documenting your travels.  It's a great way to 
share stories and chronicle your trip.  You can post 
unlimited pictures and videos and read public mes-
sages from people commenting on the fun.  You 
might even run into someone else on the same 
journey.  Friends and family can keep up with your 
trek as you update your blog while you're on the 
go.  There is even an email option that will notify 
your followers when you make a new entry.  If you 
choose to buy an enhanced membership you can 
make your posts private.  Just create a password so 
only those you want to see it can. 

 Hope you enjoy exploring these; have fun out 
there on the www, but remember to be safe! 

Aloha,                   Pooky&Lou  
 

http://www.the-tug.org
http://www.the-tug.org
http://www.nasa.gov/
http://www.wpclipart.com/
http://www.musipedia.org/
http://www.scambusters.org/press.html
http://www.hulu.com/
http://www.merriam-webster.com/
http://twitter.com/
http://www.mikesradioworld.com/
http://www.gcflearnfree.org/
http://www.travelpod.com/
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Mark Takai From Page 3 

pay and allowances are not subject to State 
taxes (unlike California).  Additionally, all li-
censes and professional fees would be extended 
until redeployment home.  Students at the Uni-
versity of Hawaii system will maintain their 
status (tuition wise) until redeployed home. 
 3. One automobile registration fees waived 
for being a member of the Guard/Reserve. 

 Mark pushed through the legislature the Hawaii 
Medal of Honor presented to the families of ser-
vice members killed in action in Iraq and Afghani-
stan.  This included all units based in Hawaii 
(Active, Guard, and Reserve).  These annual cere-
monies were tough to do but the families really 
appreciated this honor from the State of Hawaii. 

 Mark accomplished all of the above while NOT 
serving as the Chair of the Military Committee in 
the State Legislature.  His reputation and drive 
pushed these benefits thru.  Many states had 
similar benefits but only for members of the 
Guard.  Mark was fair to all, Guard and Reserves. 

 It was a pleasure working with Mark, as a fel-
low soldier and an outstanding legislator, always 
looking out for the welfare of our troops. 

 Rest in peace Mark!  You did an outstanding 
job to the very end and you "died with your 
boots on."   MG Robert Lee, USA, Ret. 
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2016 Hawaii Aloha Chapter Leadership 
Executive Committee, Com-

mittee Chairs & Activities 
President:    John Ma, USA 

  486-4805  john.ma08@yahoo.com 

Vice Presidents:  Mark Torreano, USAF 
  343-4877  mmtorreano@gmail.com 
   &       Ralph Hiatt, USA 

  395-5935  hiattr@hawaii.rr.com 

Secretary:    Ira Tagawa, USA 

  487-5448  itagawa@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:    John Kim, USAF 

  988-3349  jssk3155@gmail.com 

Surviving Spouses: Jayne Henley-Davis 

  263-4248  jayn28@gmail.com 

Chaplain:     Bob Walden, USAF 

  348-4868  walden33@hotmail.com 

Community Affairs:  Wesley Fong, USA 
  595-6127                 

  wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net 

JROTC/ROTC: Antoinette Correia, USA 
  721-0401  toni_correia/CIB/     
           HIDOE@notes.k12.hi.us 
Legislative Liaison: Robert Lee, USA 
  486-1488  bobleehnl@msn.com 
  &           Tom Smyth, USMC 

  531-2829  tjsmyth6@aol.com 

Hawaii Aloha Chapter 

Military Officers Association 

Of America 

P.O. Box 201441 

Honolulu HI 96820-1356 

Executive Committee, Commit-

tee Chairs & Activities (Cont.) 

Membership:   Vacant 

Personal Affairs: Lou Crompton, USAF
  526-3022  lcrompton@juno.com 

Programs:     Mark Torreano, USAF 
  342-4877  mmtorreano@gmail.com 

Publications/PR:  Mark Webster, USN 
  734-5994  markster96816@gmail.com 

Veterans Affairs:  George Sullivan, USN 
  623-2243  alohasully@earthlink.net 

 Bridge:       Shirley Ihara 
  239-7947  lsi@hawaii.rr.com 

Fundraising:     Herb Nakagawa, USAF 
  271-1172  shibikoherb@yahoo.com 

Golf:        Walt Kinoshita, USA, 
  395-9570  waltkinoshita@mac.com 
  &        Curtis Lee, USA 
  389-8568  leecd001@hawaii.rr.com 

TUG:        Lou Torraca, USAF 
  254-3286  af06hi@gmail.com 

Webmaster:    Bob Ranaldo 

  203-510-6279 bobranaldo@yahoo.com 

 Scholarship Fund Trustees 

Chairman:     Curtis Lee, USA,  
 389-8568  leecd001@hawaii.rr.com 


