
Coming Events August  

 

6 Aug (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 OVC  
 

14 Aug (Sun) Annual MOAA PICNIC   
Bellows Air Force Station Pavilion 5A 1200 

 

19 Aug (Fri) EXCOM Meeting 1115 MCBH O’Club  

  Vol. 26   No. 8                                                    WEBSITE   http://www.moaa-hawaii.org                                                      August 2011 

Pau Hana Koa 
- The Warriors‟ Newsletter -  

Hawaii State Chapter 

Military Officers Association of America 

Army Values serve as the driving-force for  

Medal of Honor recipient Sgt. 1st Class Leroy Petry 
By Staff Sgt. Antwaun Parrish, 5th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment  

 

JOINT BASE LEWIS-MCCHORD, Wash., July 22, 2011 -- Being one of two living recent 

recipients of the Medal of Honor, Sgt. 1st Class Leroy A. Petry has been headlined by the me-

dia since being awarded the nation‟s highest military honor by President Obama at the White 

House on July 12. 

Petry spoke during a press conference held at Joint Base Lewis-McChord July 19. 

“I want to use this honor to make a positive impact,” said Sgt. 1st Class Petry. 

Petry earned the MOH for his actions in Afghanistan with Company D, 2nd Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment. On May 26, 2008, Petry and 

another Ranger were engaged and wounded by automatic weapons fire from enemy fighters. 

When asked does he feel like a hero he unhesitatingly responded, “I don‟t think anyone sees themselves as a hero -- it's others looking at 

them. I have my heroes so that makes them super-heroes.” 

During his recovery Petry met other servicemembers who sustained injuries in combat. He described their bond as the Soldier brotherhood. 

“We would challenge each other during therapy to push harder,” Petry exclaimed. 

After his recovery he deployed in an assignment to visit Soldiers deployed in Afghanistan. While there Petry provided encouragement and 

motivation to Soldiers, he also took part in holding the American flag during several re-enlistment ceremonies. 

His wife, Ashley, couldn‟t understand why he would go back after what already happened. But he explained to her that he is risking just as 

much as any other Soldier who is deployed. 

Within the past week Petry and his family have been traveling and telling his story all across the U.S. The highlight for him was visiting the 

White House and meeting President Obama. 

Petry‟s family has been by his side through his recovery and continues to support him every day. 

“It‟s been an emotional week for my family, but this experience has inspired my son to attend West Point Academy,” said Petry, a Santa Fe, 

New Mexico, native. “To see him talk about that without any influence from me makes me happy.” 

Petry took a moment to explain his prosthetic arm which also displays the names of some of his fellow fallen Soldiers. 

“When I lost my hand I thought that I would be given a hook,” Petry said with a smirk. But the arm comes with different attachments, I also 

have cutlery knives so I can prepare dinner for my family.” 

Although Petry has received the highest military honor and momentous recognition, he remains humbled. 

“The Medal of Honor won‟t change me and won‟t interfere with me helping Soldiers,” Petry declared.     

Coming Events September 

 

3 Sep (Sat) The Users Group (TUG) 1000 OVC  
 

16 Sep (Fri) EXCOM Meeting 1115 MCBH O’Club  

 

28 Sep (Wed) Mayor Peter Carlisle 
Luncheon Hickam O’Club Lanai 1130  

ANNUAL PICNIC 14 AUGUST AT BELLOWS AFS 
 JOIN A FUN DAY AT 

MOAA’S PICNIC 
Details & Reservations Page 5 

http://www.army.mil/search/articles/index.php?search=Staff+Sgt.+Antwaun+Parrish,+5th+Mobile+Public+Affairs+Detachment


   Page 2                                                                                        August 2011                            Newsletter of Hawaii State Chapter MOAA      

 

 

 

Aloha.  Let the Counting Begin.  In a surprising 8-1 vote, the nine-member Hawaii Apportion-

ment Commission repealed the current method used to determine the population base for state 

legislative offices.  This means that for the first time in Hawaii active duty military personnel 

and family members will be counted as part of state redistricting.  Previously they were specifi-

cally excluded.  Only Kansas currently excludes active duty personnel and no other state had excluded military 

families. This brings the population base into alignment with that used for apportionment of federal House dis-

tricts. The commission includes Col. Terry Thomason, a chapter member who at earlier hearings was in strong 

support of including the military.  When the vote was taken, each member spoke on why they were voting as they 

did.  We were very pleased to hear them frequently cite concepts that MOAA presented to them at earlier hear-

ings.  There is still a possibility of a re-vote or lawsuit challenging the vote.  The proposed redistricting plan will 

be released by the commission in early August for public comment. 

DOD Schools hammered. Over the years active duty personnel often suggested that elementary and secondary 

schools on Hawaii military bases be converted from the State Department of Education to the DOD Education 

Activity (DODEA).  Often families assigned to Hawaii had children in one or more of the 353 schools in CONUS 

and overseas.  Most were pleased with the quality of the education they received.  But a recent study by the non-

partisan Center for Public Integrity shows that over half of the schools are in strong need of repairs, better routine 

maintenance, or should be replaced entirely as they cannot be fixed economically. In general DOD funding for 

school facilities has been cut significantly and is not likely to increase in the near future.  So perhaps we are better 

off in Hawaii with the schools we have, even if they too need improvement. Kids learn best with strong parent 

support and good teachers. 

What’s up in Washington?  As we go to press, debt limit deadlines, budget cuts and tax increases dominate the 

media.  Too soon to tell how it will turn out, but from what I glean from the hype is that troops, military retirees 

and Social Security recipients will be paid on time.  There may be cuts or cost increases for Tricare and future re-

tired pay calculations, but for the moment things should continue as they are now.  Stay tuned! 

     Semper Fi,   Tom    

President’s  Perspective   

by LtCol  Tom  Smyth  USMC (Ret) 

 

HAWAII STATE CHAPTER of the MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA                                   

New Membership Application or Current Member Dues Payment (enter name and changes only) 
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Male  □     Female  □ 
                              Last                                       First                            MI 

New Member Application  □   Current Regular Member   □     Current Auxiliary Member □ 

Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date of birth:_________________________  National MOAA membership No. __________________________   

Home Phone:_______________  E-mail:________________________________________  

If married, spouse‟s first name:_____________  Last name, if different than yours:___________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Regular Members:  Active duty, retired, or former military officers are eligible for regular membership. 

Service ______  Rank _______  Active Duty  □   Retired  □   Reserve  □   National Guard  □   Former Officer  □ 

Dues: $25 per year;  5 years for $100.  Active Duty: 1st year $10.  Those 90 and older: free!  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Auxiliary Members:  Widows or widowers are eligible for membership whose spouses were regular members or 

were eligible for regular membership. Rank of spouse: _______ Service of spouse: ________ 

Dues: $20 per year;  5 years for $75;  Those 90 and older: free!  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dues Enclosed $ __________ Optional Donation: Scholarships $ __________ Community Services $_________ 
 

 Total Remittance: $__________ Mail check to Hawaii State Chapter MOAA, PO Box 1185, Kailua HI 96734-1185 
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Elected Officers 
 

President 

LtCol Tom Smyth USMC 

531-2829 

tjsmyth6@aol.com 
 

1st Vice President 

Capt Glen Van Ingen USAF 

292-6844 

gvan@hawaii.rr.com  
 

 2d Vice President 

CDR Bill Moore USN 

261-4071 

buckeye@hawaiiantel.net 

Appointed Officers 
 

Secretary - Helen Baker 

753-7793 

propinvst@hawaii.rr.com 
  

Treasurer  

LtCol Geoff Bangs USAF 

261-1455 

gmbangs@hawaiiantel.net 
 

Accountant  

LTC Richard DeLong, USA 

486-0439 

 rasbma@yahoo.com 
 

Auxiliary - Anna Blackwell 

739-9164 

annagram2@aol.com 
 

Legal 

COL Terry Thomason USA 

247-5255 

turtlealoha@aol.com 
 

Chair LAVA 

CAPT George Sullivan USN 

623-2243 

alohasully@earthlink.net 
 

State Legislative Affairs 

LtCol Tom Smyth USMC 

531-2829 tjsmyth6@aol.com 
 

Chair Personal Affairs 

CDR Bill Moore USN 

261-4071 

buckeye@hawaiiantel.net 

 

 

Chaplain 

CH(COL) Ron Bezanson USA  

292-6095  

bezansonrs01@aol.com 
 

Chair Public Affairs 

VACANT  
 

Official Photographer 

VACANT 
 

Chair ROTC Scholarships 

COL Ralph JWK Hiatt USA 

261-3301  

hiattr@hawaii.rr.com 
 

Chair Community Affairs  

Kathy Delong   

486-0439 

rasbma@yahoo.com 
 

Co-Editors PHK 

 CH(COL) Ron Bezanson USA 

955-4838 

bezansonrs@gmail.com 
 

CAPT George Sullivan USN 

623-2243 

alohasully@earthlink.net 
 

Webmaster 

Bob Ranaldo 

941-0602 

bobranaldo@yahoo.com 
 

Database Mgt 

Maj George Montague USAF 

239-4222 

montagueg001@hawaii.rr.com 
 

TUG  

Col Lou Torraca USAF 

254-3286  

af06hi@gmail.com 
 

 Surgeon 

CDR John Boyer USN 

988-1966 

boyeraloha@aol.com 
 

Sergeant –at– Arms 

VACANT 
 

Directory Business Manager 

VACANT 

Executive Committee  

 

Thinning of the Ranks  

 

 

Auxiliary member, Mrs. Monnette Sullivan, widow of Captain 
William P. Sullivan USN (Ret.), died in California on June 3.  

 

Binnacle List 
 

Everyone is healthy again this month. 

 

- - CHAPTER SOCIAL EVENTS - - 
THIS MONTH 

Sunday, AUGUST 14 @ 1200  

Annual MOAA Picnic - Bellows AFS Pavilion 5A 
 

Wednesday, SEPTEMBER 28 @ 1130 

Mayor Peter Carlisle - Hickam O’Club Lanai 
  

Wednesday, OCTOBER 19 @ 1115 

"Wounded Warrior Program" - K’Bay O’Club  
 

Friday, NOVEMBER 18 @ 1600 

Annual Meeting w/ Special Guest followed by  

Mongolian BBQ - K’Bay O’Club 
 

Thursday, DECEMBER 8 @1800  

Annual Christmas Dinner - Hale Koa Hotel  

Military Trivia   
 

When did the US sign 

the Treaty of Ver-

sailles ending WWI?  
 

Answer on page 4. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

The Retired Activities Office [RAO] needs 

YOU  

from 2 to 4 hours a week ! 
 

The mission of the RAO is primarily to help retirees 

solve problems relating to their military service by serv-

ing as a point of contact between the retiree and their 

Service [except Army which has its own RAO].  We 

provide information, referral, and follow up services 

directly to retirees, family members, and survivors to 

ensure they receive services and benefits to which they 

are entitled. 

 

We are located at the Military & Family Support Cen-

ter, 4827 Bougainville Drive, 2d deck, room 226.  Call 

anytime for a Wednesday interview: 474-1999 x 6317.   

Some chapter members are RAO volunteers - you'll be 

in good company.  Volunteers from all Services are 

welcome and needed.  Please call. 
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2011 CHAPTER DONATIONS 
 

As of 20 June 2011 -   TOTAL GOAL IS $7000 
Received to date $3,795 (Scholarships and Community Service) 

 

DIAMOND CONTRIBUTORS ($1,000 or MORE) 
Clara G. Cook, Phillip Heyenga 

 

PLATINUM CONTRIBUTORS ($500 to $1,000) 
None 

 

GOLD CONTRIBUTORS ($100 TO $499) 

Constance McQuillan, Myrl K. Noggle, Laura Eber, Virginia Frizelle, Bruce Smith, Tom Smyth 
 

SILVER CONTRIBUTORS ($50 TO $99) 

Jerry East, Jack Miller, Ellen McGarry, Bill Moore, John Peters, Glen Van Ingen 
 

BRONZE CONTRIBUTORS ($25 TO $49) 

Kathleen Brown, Mary Ceccarelli, Robert Walden, Mark Torreano, Sue Schneiderman,  
Dick Armstrong, Dave Belatti, Roy McArdle  

 

If you donated in any of these categories and your name is not present call me, Geoff Bangs 261-1455 

Keep the Spirit of '45 Alive  
Waikiki Shell  

Saturday, August 13, 2011 @ 1900 
 

On August 13, 2011, at 7:00p.m.  Keep the Spirit of '45 Alive will host a concert at 

the Waikiki Shell in honor of our WWII veterans.  WWII veterans receive free tickets, 

valet parking and special guest access. Family members also receive $10 ticket dis-

counts. Deadline is August 1, 2011.  Contact organizers directly through the website 

at www.hawaiispiritof45.wordpress.com, email hispiritof45@gmail.com, or phone at 

808-225-6927. As of now, free transportation for neighbor island WWII veterans is 

not available but you should still inquire when you call for tickets.  

General tickets sales are $25 and $35 at the Blaisdell Box Office and Ticketmaster outlets, 

www.ticketmaster.comor charge by phone 1-800-745-3000. Ticketmaster is not providing discount; that is only 

available special by contacting organizers.  

The goal of Keep the Spirit of '45 Alive is to establish an annual day of remembrance to remind America of the 

values and accomplishments of these outstanding Americans. This recognition hopefully reminds our younger 

generations of our WWII veterans' service, and offers up a set of values by which we could all model our lives.  

The concert features legendary singer Lee Greenwood, a host of local entertainers, the 111 Army Band, plus 

special commemorative ceremonies and video!  

Answer to Military Trivia:  NEVER 

August Dates in History 
 

3rd - 1492 Columbus set sail from Palos, Spain in 

search of  the orient 

5th - 1861 Congress adopts FIRST income tax to pay 

for Civil War 

6th -1945 Enola Gay drops first A-bomb on Hiroshima 

8th - 1974 President Nixon resigns office 

9th - 1945 Bocks Car drops A-bomb on Nagasaki 

12th - 1961 Berlin Wall erected 

15th - 1914 Panama Canal opens as a new Wonder of 

the World 

21st - 1951 US orders construction of FIRST nuclear 

powered sub 

21st - 1959 Hawaii Statehood 

24th - 1814 Brits burn White House  

26th - 1920 19th Amendment is ratified giving women 

the right to vote 

C:/Users/George/Documents/MOAA
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An Italian Garden in Jersey! 
 

An old Italian lived alone in  New Jersey.  He wanted to plant his annual tomato garden, 

but it was very difficult work, as the ground was hard. 

His only son, Vincent, who used to help him, was in prison. The old man wrote a letter 

to his son and described his predicament: 

Dear Vincent,  

I am feeling pretty sad, because it looks like I won't be able to plant my tomato garden this year. I'm just get-

ting too old to be digging up a garden plot. I know if you were here my troubles would be over.  I know you 

would be happy to dig the plot for me, like in the old days. 

Love, Papa 
A few days later he received a letter from his son. 

Dear Pop, 

Don't dig up that garden. I buried stuff there; you don't wanna know. 

Love, 

Vinnie 
At 4 a.m. the next morning, FBI agents and local police arrived and dug up the entire area without finding any 

bodies. They apologized to the old man and left. 

That same day the old man received another letter from his son. 

Dear Pop,  

Go ahead and plant the tomatoes now. That's the best I could do under the circumstances.   

Love you,  

Vinnie 

MOAA Hawaii State Chapter and   

Society of Military Widows  

PICNIC 

12:00 noon  SUNDAY, AUGUST 14, 2011 
PAVILION 5A, BELLOWS AFS 

PLAN NOW TO JOIN IN THE CAMARADERIE AND THE FUN! 
 

Scotty East is arranging the games for all ages!!  Keiki welcome! 

Expert chefs cooking  

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Teriyaki Chicken  

All our wonderful cooks will provide their Homemade Dishes 

OPEN BAR CONSISTING OF BEER, WINE AND SOFT DRINKS (included in the price!) 
 

Mail your reservations with $10.00 per person by August 8, 2011 to: 

George E. Sullivan  94-451 Alapoai Street  Mililani, HI 96789 

Please call or E-mail George Sullivan at 623-2243 or alohasully@earthlink.net 

with any questions or OFFERS TO HELP. 

Mahalo for your support. 
 

_____ ______ _____ _____PLEASE CLIP AND MAIL IN YOUR RSVP____ ____ ____ ____ 

I (we) will see you there!! Guests are most welcome. Picnic Fee ($10.00 each) 

Checks made payable to Hawaii State Chapter MOAA 

$10 X (       ) = $__________   Donation: Scholarships $_________  Community Services $__________  

Please bring a dish to share: COLE SLAW____MAC SALAD____POTATO SALAD____BAKED BEAN____OTHER_____ 
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TUG  
by LT Jim Fromm, USCG, (Ret) 

By now, those of you who own, or use a computer, know the term software means any application written in computer code to run a 

program, i.e. word processor, spreadsheet, email writer/reader, etc. But, do you know of the other types of „ware‟ that are available? 

Here‟s a short primer on commonly used terms to describe various marketing of software. For the purposes of this article I‟m going 

to be referring to application and software to mean the same thing. 

Trialware – these are full-functioning applications that one can use for a given period of time before they are automatically dis-

abled. Most are 30-day free trials. Before the end of the trial period, and you decide to keep it, you pay the author for a license key 

which activates the software and it is yours to use for as long as you like. 

Shareware – is partially disabled software that you can use forever but you won‟t have access to all the features unless you pay the 

author. Once you pay the guy who wrote the code, you get a key to „unlock‟ the rest of the software. These have proven to be the 

most popular since they cover just about every software category and they are inexpensive, usually in the $15 to $50 range. 

Freeware – Economically, this is the best of the bunch because it‟s FREE to download and use as you see fit, with some distribution 

and editing restrictions, but yours none the less. If you like the software you can donate a few bucks to the author for the purpose of, 

as they like to say, improvement and enhancements for future versions. 

Crapware – when you purchase a new computer you will see a lot of extraneous application icons. Games; utilities; trialware, and 

other stuff litter the programs list. Besides slowing down your computer they take up room on the hard drive but luckily, unless you 

intend to use them, you can easily remove them. PC Decrapifier will do the job - http://www.pcdecrapifier.com/download Yeah, 

that‟s the name Decrapifier. 

Vaporware – that is non-existent software that is given a lot of publicity about its impending coming and what it can do, but it never 

does get to market. A ploy sometimes used to gain advantage over a competitor or to obtain venture capital. 

Malware – the bad guys. Malicious software falls in the categories of virus, Trojan, rootkit, and botnet.  These rascals can be as in-

nocuous as changing the home page of your browser, or as malicious as destroying everything on your hard drive, with varying de-

grees of mischievousness in between. If you keep your anti-virus, firewall and spam software up-to-date and enabled at all times you 

should be safe from these types. However, the criminals who write this kind of software are in it for the money and are constantly 

devising ways to temporarily defeat the protection on a computer. Once a new virus is effective the anti-virus makers have to devise 

a new defense for it, and this could take days. So, it is incumbent upon yourself to make sure you do a scan on a regular basis to find 

and remove any malware. 

If you should find something on your computer that you suspect shouldn‟t be there, visit http://www.spywareguide.com/index.php 

and type the name of the varmint, or click on the Access the Guide button and do a search for it. If it is in their database the Spyware 

guide will tell you if it is safe, or not. The Spyware Guide List of Products is a continual list of spyware, adware, malware, keylog-

gers, trojans, dialers and more. If you are looking for information on an unfamiliar product you have found on your PC, this is the 

place to start. 

There are a number of free internet security applications out there. If you have a commercial one already on your computer, you 

might want to look at the free ones when your subscription ends. All you have to do is a search using the phrase, “free internet secu-

rity” (without the quotes) and read the fine print before downloading and installing. Caveat Emptor: BEWARE of “free” system 

scans. Some of them are bogus and will “find” dozens of problems with your computer and then offer to “clean” it for you – for a 

price. DO NOT fall for this. They will not clean the problems because the problems are not there to begin with. 

Another way you can protect yourself is to download and install a password manager. RoboForm, Password Safe, and others, pro-

vide good password protection. The only password you need to remember is the one to open the password manager itself. These 

managers will generate secure encrypted passwords for you. You should NEVER use the same password for all your accounts. The 

reason should be obvious. 

Within the shareware arena there are programs that will do anything you need to accomplish. There are home inventory, personal 

check book, CD and Movie catalogers, photo album, business accounting, recipe databases, anything you want to put in a record can 

be found if you just look for it. You don‟t have to spend big bucks to find a specific software application that will serve your needs. 

If you don‟t want to spend a lot of money on a software program, visit anyone of the sites listed in this article to browse through 

their libraries. You‟ll see a brief description of the application, cost if any and length of trial period, if any. The beauty part of this is, 

if you don‟t like the software, or it doesn‟t perform the way you want it to, just uninstall it. Most have links to the author‟s home-

page to get a fuller description and to see what other applications they offer. 

http://www.libreoffice.org/  if you have an early version of Microsoft Office but don‟t want to spend the big bucks to get a newer 

one, download this free six-application office suite. It does everything Office does, except it doesn‟t include an email app, but you 

probably don‟t need that anyway. And, it is compatible with Office document files, i.e. doc, xls, etc. 

www.freewarefiles.com – Tons of free, shareware and trial software in hundreds of categories. Home, office, games, music, photo, 

everything! 

At the TUG Windows meeting (separate from the regular TUG meeting) we routinely give away links to free software. There might 

already be something in our listings that interests you. If you are looking to see what programs our members have an interest in, visit 

our website www.the-tug.org/winsig and click on the WINSIG links; open the PDF files to see what we‟ve covered over the past 

months. Enjoy.  Aloha , Jim 

http://www.pcdecrapifier.com/download
http://www.spywareguide.com/index.php
http://www.libreoffice.org/
http://www.freewarefiles.com
http://www.the-tug.org/winsig
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Summit Takes on Women Vets' Issues 
 

On July 15-17, more than 700 women veterans, currently serving servicewomen, VA employees, 

veterans/military service organizations, and advocates from across the country heard VA Secretary 

Eric K. Shinseki and others speak about the VA's priority effort to continue expanding services and 

outreach for the 1.8 million women vets who've served.  They also participated in the 2011 VA 

Women Veterans National Training Summit here in the nation's capital to discuss issues important to women veterans. 

Key summit themes included: 

VA and DoD need better outreach and communication with the new generation of servicemembers and veterans, espe-

cially women, and translate these efforts to being a more agile, responsive and flexible system for all veterans 

Unemployment and homelessness continue to be the biggest challenges facing VA, and women are a particularly high-

risk population (for more on this issue check out our Health Care Happenings blog) 

VA must transform its culture more quickly to better integrate the rapidly growing female vet population, as women still 

experience a lack of privacy, safety, and respect by many VA staff members and male veterans in the system 

Today, women make up 14% of the active duty population and 18% of the Guard/Reserves, compared to only 2% in the „50s. 

Women are the fastest-growing segment of veteran population and will comprise 10% of vets by 2020 (vs. the current 6%). 

Many active duty and veterans who participated in the summit spoke about the challenges they faced coming home. For 

some, combat was by far easier because they had the support of their unit. But once home, they lacked the needed support, 

resources and understanding from their community and family to make the transition easier, especially for women in the Re-

serve component and those who were mothers and grandmothers. 

Remaining problems notwithstanding, the VA has made commendable progress in the last decade and continues to aggres-

sively work these challenges. MOAA will do our part to monitor and stimulate continued improvements. 

Amendment to Restrict Agent Orange Claims Fails 
 

Military Coalition members rallied in opposition to an amendment offered this week during Senate debate on the Military 

Construction and Veterans Affairs Appropriations bill (H.R.1540). The amendment proposed a significant change in the way 

presumptive Agent Orange-related disabilities are determined.  Offered by Senator Tom Coburn (Okla.), the amendment 

would have required Vietnam veterans to prove a "causal relationship" between Agent Orange exposure and one or more of 

the 15 presumptive illnesses that the VA now recognizes. The proposal was tabled by a vote of 69-30. 

The Coalition continues to advocate for enactment of the "Agent Orange Equity Act" (H.R. 812), sponsored by Rep. Bob 

Filner (Calif.), that would amend the VA's definition of Vietnam service to include those Navy veterans who served off-

shore. Many of these "Blue Water" veterans are not eligible to receive VA benefits for health problems associated with Agent 

Orange exposure. MOAA members are urged to contact their congressional representatives in support of H.R. 812.  

Key Committee: Whack Commissaries 
 

Among the bills approved by the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee this week was the "Caring for 

Camp Lejeune Veterans Act of 2011" (S. 277), sponsored by Sen. Burr (R-NC), the senior Republi-

can on the Committee. The bill would authorize VA health care for former military family members 

and veterans and certain family members stationed at Camp Lejeune between 1957 and 1987, when 

the water at the base is acknowledged to have been contaminated with carcinogens. 

MOAA indicated its support for the bill and other pending measures in a letter to Committee Chair 

Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA) and Sen. Burr. 

But that was before the committee voted unanimously, without notice or hearing, to fund the care by eliminating the federal 

subsidy for military commissaries and directing consolidation of all DoD commissaries and exchanges. 

MOAA strongly opposes this sneak attack on the military benefit package. 

1st, the Veterans Affairs Committee has no jurisdiction over and no knowledge of DoD commissary and exchange systems, 

which are under the purview of the Armed Services Committee. 

2nd, they propose virtually dismantling the commissary system without any hearings or other effort to assess the adverse im-

pact of such a dramatic cut to a core military benefit. There are good reasons why the Armed Services Committees, who ac-

tually understand the commissary and exchange programs, have ardently rejected similar proposals for the last four decades. 

3rd, they seek to poach DoD funds to pay for VA health care at a time when DoD personnel budgets already are under threat. 

MOAA supports expanding VA care to cover Camp Lejeune veterans, but the Veterans Affairs Committee needs to find an-

other way to fund it besides raiding the military commissary system. 

http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/12300645:14834511108:m:1:230956940:E04760BCF8C02D87CDC9AE5DF77E3217
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UP-COMING  CHAPTER  ACTIVITIES: 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

ANNUAL PICNIC @ BELLOW AFS 

AUGUST 14, 2011 @ 1200 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

THE WAR GOES ON 

LET US NOT FORGET 

Afghan Front Backyard BBQ on the 4th of July 


