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By Dan Lamothe March 13 Washington Post 

This composite image shows the Marines killed in a heli-

copter crash off the coast of Florida on March 10, 2015. 

From left,  they are Staff Sgt. Kerry M. Kemp, Capt. 

Stanford H. Shaw III, Master Sgt. Thomas A. Saunders, 

Staff Sgt. Andrew C. Seif, Staff Sgt. Liam A. Flynn, 

Staff Sgt. Marcus Bawol and Staff Sgt. Trevor P. Blay-

lock. (Photos released by the Marine Corps) 

In the hours after a UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter 

crashed off the coast of the Florida Panhandle on March 10, 

some of the Marine Corps’ most elite members learned that 

their force had suffered a catastrophic loss. The aircraft had 

gone down in thick fog near Santa Rosa Sound, a narrow 

body of water west of Eglin Air Force Base where the Ma-

rines had gone to train. 

On Friday, the names of all seven Marines killed in 

the Tuesday night crash were released. All of them were 

members of Marine Corps Forces Special Operations Com-

mand (MARSOC), the elite force the service developed less 

than a decade ago to carry out dangerous missions in remote 

locations. Four members of the Louisiana National Guard 

operating the helicopter were also killed; their names had 

not been released as of Friday afternoon. 

Collectively, the Marines had dozens of years of 

experience, some of it forged in combat in Iraq and Afghan-

istan. One of them, Staff Sgt. Andrew C. Seif, 26, had re-

ceived the prestigious Silver Star for valor just a week prior. 

Another, Master Sgt. Thomas A. Saunders, 33, had been 

named the top “critical skills operator” for MARSOC in 

April 2014 for leadership a year earlier.  (Cont’d. on page 4.) 

Aloha Chapter BBQ Chicken Fundraiser 
 

 The Aloha Chapter MOAA BBQ Chicken fundraiser is scheduled for Sunday, 26 April 2015 at Kalihi 
Waena Elementary School, 1240 Gulick Avenue, with pickup times from 1000-1400.  We are send-
ing each member of the Aloha and Hawaii Chapters five chicken tickets to either purchase for home use 
or donate to the Institute for Human Services (IHS).  Because only large chickens are available from our 
supplier, we have to raise the price to $12.00 per chicken.  We emphasize that participation in this event 
is strictly voluntary.  If you decide not to participate, please return the tickets in the enclosed envelope so 
we can take the tickets out of circulation and adjust our chicken order accordingly.  We also need two 
groups of volunteers.  The first group will assemble at 0900 to bag and distribute the chickens.  The sec-
ond group will meet at 0930 and proceed to IHS where they will cut and serve the chickens.  Lunch for 
both groups will be served at Kalihi Waena.  Please contact Herb Nakagawa at 271-1172 or Harold Ku-
rahara at 429-9706 if you are able to volunteer for this event. 

Special Membership Meeting 
 

On Thursday, April 23, there will be a special membership meeting and luncheon at Hale Ikena at 
1200 to complete the merger of the Aloha Chapter with the Hawaii State Chapter.  Members of both 
Chapters are encouraged to attend.  Agenda: vote on merging HSC membership into Aloha 
Chapter; vote on revised Bylaws for Hawaii Aloha Chapter and a vote on the Hawaii Aloha Chapter 
Board of Directors.                                      (See page 9 for reservation form.) 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/people/dan-lamothe
http://www.marines.mil/News/Messages/MessagesDisplay/tabid/13286/Article/162521/marsoc-critical-skills-operator-of-the-year-award-for-calendar-year-2013.aspx
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Aloha Chapter, MOAA, 

President’s Message 

 By John Ma 
 Spring is upon us and along 

with spring comes tax time.  Alt-

hough most of us do not enjoy 

the process of preparing tax re-

turn and paying taxes, we can be 

thankful that we live in a free 

country.  This freedom comes only from our service, 

sacrifice and treasures.   

 On Thursday, April 23, we will hold a special 

membership meeting to finalize the merger of our 

two chapters.  Thanks to everyone for your input and 

support; and special thanks for Mark Webster, 

George Sullivan and Larry Enomoto for their hard 

work for this smooth transition.  On May 21 we will 

be visiting the Flight Operations Center at Kaneohe 

Marine Corps Air Station, followed by lunch at the 

Officers’ Club.  This will also be our very first Ha-

waii Aloha Chapter meeting; hope to see a good 

turnout.  Mahalo to Steve Tom and Mark Torreano 

for coordinating this effort. 

 Our Scholarship committee will be awarding a total 

of $7,000 this year to deserving students.  This along 

with $6,500 from Hawaii chapter will provide a ro-

bust total of $13,500.  Thanks to Scholarship chair-

man, Curtis Lee, and input for JROTC awards from 

Ralph Hiatt.  Our plan is to recognize our deserving 

recipients at one of our membership luncheons later 

this summer.  

Best, John 

Notice 
 This newsletter, 112th issue of Nā Leo O Nā Koa, is 
promulgated electronically monthly as an official pub-
lication of Aloha Chapter, Military Officers’ Association 
of America, P.O. Box 201441, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96820. 

 Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy. 

Hawaii State Chapter, 
MOAA, President’s 
Message 

 By Mark Torreano 

Aloha Kakou, 
 

I am looking forward to see-

ing many of our members at the 23 April luncheon, 

where significant merger actions will be completed, 

including votes on the new bylaws (review them 

elsewhere in this newsletter), a new Board of Direc-

tors (see the list of nominees at the bottom of page 

11) and appointment of the Hawaii Aloha Chapter 

president.  So I especially encourage those of you 

who have not been to a luncheon recently to join us 

in this historic event.  Details and the reservation 

form are on page 9. 

 On May 21 we will tour the new MCAS Kaneohe 

Air Ops building, with lunch to follow at the KBay 

Officers’ Club.  We will also conduct the formal in-

stallation of the Board and chapter officers. 

 This is my final column as president of the Hawaii 

State Chapter.  It has been a great experience and I 

have been blessed with great support from so many 

of our EXCOM and Board members, many of whom 

will continue to serve and support in the new chap-

ter.  As we transition to the new chapter, you may 

want to take a few minutes to extend your apprecia-

tion to those who have served you and MOAA. 

Cheers, Mark 

Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA), 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
 

FRAUD ALERT: Veterans should be aware of a 

marketing scam targeting callers trying to reach the 

Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) National Call 

Center or GI Bill Call Center. A marketing company 

has established two fraudulent numbers that differ 

from the two official VA call center numbers by one 

digit. If the fraudulent number is dialed by mistake, 

the answering party will offer a gift card and try to 

obtain personal and financial information, including 

credit card information, from the caller. VA has noti-

fied law enforcement authorities to address this situation, 

and will provide additional information and guidance as 

necessary.  The answering party may even transfer  

the caller to the VA after the caller's information is 

obtained. Note that VA will never ask you for a 

credit card number or banking information over the 

phone. Before giving personal sensitive information 

over the phone make sure you know who you are 

taking to. 

The numbers to be avoided are: 

800-872-1000 (the VA National Call Center number 

is 800-827-1000) 

888-442-4511 (the VA GI Bill Call Center number 

is 888-442-4551) 

https://www.facebook.com/VeteransBenefits?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransBenefits?fref=nf
tel:800-827-1000
tel:888-442-4551


 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

12 April `15  1300, Bridge Party, Fahrni Realty Class-
(Sunday)   

23 April `15 1200, Special Membership Buffet Lunch-
(Thursday) eon Meeting, Hale Ikena, Ft. Shafter 

24 April `15 0900, Golf Outing, Navy/Marine Golf Course, 
(Friday)   943 Valkenburgh Street, Honolulu  96818 

26 April `15 Annual Chicken Sale Fundraiser and Volunteers
(Sunday)   Serving Lunch of Donated Chickens at IHS 

19 June 2015 1000, MG Herbert E. Wolff Golf Tournament 
(Friday)   Leilehua Golf Course.  Includes Meals and  
        Complimentary Gifts for Volunteers 

19 Dec 2015 1700, Annual Christmas Dinner Party, Sunset 
(Saturday)  Lanai, Camp H. M. Smith, Aiea Heights 
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The Trivia Question 
 

Spring.... top down weather.... What car first referred 

to itself as a "convertible"? 

(See answer on Page 4.) 

TAPS 

 

 

All Chapter members present or accounted for. 
 

Binnacle List 
  

Ms. Klara Cook, charming lady, now in hospice care. 

(Marines: Cont’d from page 1.) 

The award goes to an outstanding enlisted member 

of the command, and is highly regarded. 

The other Marines killed are Capt. Stanford H. 

Shaw, III, 31; Staff Sgt. Marcus S. Bawol, 26; Staff Sgt. 

Trevor P. Blaylock, 29; Staff Sgt. Liam A. Flynn, 33; and 

Staff Sgt. Kerry M. Kemp, 27. None of the seven would 

want to be remembered for their awards, said other mem-

bers of MARSOC who served with them in combat. Ra-

ther, they regarded themselves as quiet professionals who 

wanted to avoid the limelight. 

“The only reason you find out that these guys were 

larger-than-life guys is because somebody else told you,” 

said another MARSOC team member who served with 

them in Afghanistan. “Because they damn sure wouldn’t be 

the ones to tell you.” 

The Marine, a gunnery sergeant, is one of several 

members of MARSOC who spoke to The Washington Post 

with the military’s permission under the condition of ano-

nymity — not uncommon in a unit that values quiet profes-

sionalism and keeps many details about its operations se-

cret. While the men will be remembered as highly trained 

Marines who withstood fierce battles overseas, their lives 

also were filled with humor, generosity and a deep respect 

for others who died while serving, their friends said. 

Take Seif. On March 6, he received the Silver Star 

for valor. The action he was cited for took place July 24, 

2012, while he was serving in western Afghanistan, ac-

cording to his award citation. He rushed to the side of a 

fellow Marine, Sgt. Justin Hansen, who was cut down by 

gunfire and died. Seif provided aid to Hansen, and then 

rushed alone into a compound from which they had been 

attacked to return fire. 

At his award ceremony, Seif said he was accepting 

the award on behalf of his teammates and urged those pre-

sent to reach out to the families of other MARSOC Ma-

rines who had been killed. 

“Make sure you remember those families out 

there,” he said. “Contact them. … They’re still a part of the 

family.” 

Pearl Harbor Special Boat Tour 
 

On 6 March a group of Aloha and Hawaii State Chapter mem-
bers were treated to a special exclusive boat tour of Pearl Har-

bor.  It was not your typical tourist boat trip from shore to the 
USS Arizona Memorial and back.  This was a special boat tour 
around Pearl Harbor circumnavigating Ford Island with a spe-
cial commentary by a Park Ranger historian preceded by a 
special movie showing  the events leading up to and including 

that fateful day of 7 December 1941.  Besides touring around 
Ford Island, seeing all of the significant points of interest and 
learning about what actually  happened on that fateful day, the 
group had the opportunity to visit and pay their respects on the 

USS Arizona Memorial.  This special boat tour was arranged 
by our MOAA member, Wesley Fong.   

https://www.facebook.com/DavidAvocadoWolfe/photos/a.10150364951666512.342374.102515706511/10152631450201512/?type=1
http://projects.militarytimes.com/valor/marine-sgt-justin-m-hansen/6568279
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/393522/ssgt-andrew-c-seif-silver-star-medal-ceremony#.VQNGM-F1soI
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Chaplain’s Corner 
  By Rev. Robert E. Walden, 
Chaplain 
             Ahh…springtime. What a 
wonderful time of the year. A time of 

new birth and new happenings. It so 
very clearly points out that truth that 

change is in the air. It is a time when we put away things 

from the past and look forward to new things in our lives. In 
one of my readings lately, it was stated: “Perpetual Change is 

here to stay!” As I have reflected on that statement, I have 
come to believe that it is very true. Change is one of those 
things which is necessary for life. When change stops, then 

life also stops. Everything that is alive, changes. The major 
difference between rocks and us is that we are alive, we grow 
and reproduce. Of course, we also have feelings and self-

awareness. So many times, particularly as we get older, we 
get used to things as they are, we like it, and don’t want 
things to change. But they do, just as we do, whether we 

want to or not. Every time we take a breath, we change. Most 
of the time it is in little ways but sometimes it is in major 

ways.  
           As we get older, new life comes into our lives 

through the lives of our children and others who have be-

come close friends. But the cost of that new life sometimes 
seems to be at the cost of something or even some one, who 
has become close to us. Our life in MOAA is currently going 

through a change. We are moving from two local clubs to 
one. The choice is ours as to how this change will affect our 

lives. It is the end of one way that we are used to living and 
the opening of a new way for us to travel together.  We can 
either drag our collective feet or we can welcome it with 

open arms and find new ways of doing things and perhaps 
even some new friends. The choice is ours, but, since MOAA 
is a living organism, change will happen. Personally, I am 

looking forward to a new energy and new ways of doing 
things.  

          In closing, remember that change is part of 
life and it will happen regardless of whether or not we want 
it to. MOAA will get better or worse, the choice is ours. Em-

brace the change and enjoy the new birth! 

Auxiliary Corner 
 By Jayne Henley-Davis 
 

 Dear Na Wahine Koa..... While I know 
I've written an article on SBP/DIC before, 
our MOAA Member Auxiliary Advisory 
Committee is working again this Legisla-
tive year to eliminate the unfair off-

set.  Some members were confused by The Survivor Benefit 
Plan which provides eligible beneficiaries with a benefit 
called an annuity, a monthly payment for the beneficiary's 
lifetime.  The amount of this benefit is typically 55 percent of 

the retiree's retired pay. SBP is paid by the Defense Finance 
and Accounting Service. 
 Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) is a bene-
fit paid monthly to eligible survivors through the VA.  To 
qualify for this benefit you must be the spouse, child, or de-

pendent parent of a veteran who died while serving on active 
military duty or as a result of a service-connected disability or 
who had a disability rating of totally disabled for a certain 
length of time before death. 

 Under current law, SBP is reduced dollar for dollar by the 
DIC awarded, currently $1,254.19 per month, leaving the 
surveying spouse with the remainder of the SBP....or in many 
cases, nothing. 
 Approximately 62,000 surveying spouses are affected by 

the SBP/DIC offset, and 35,000 of these receive only DIC as 
their SBP is completely offset.  This means a survivor re-
ceives an income of only $1,254.19 a month from DIC in-
stead of full SBP plus full DIC.  The average SBP payment is 
$988 a month. 

 These are two separate programs for two separate purposes. 
In the entire federal government un-remarried military surviv-
ing spouses are the only insured entity to incur this off-
set.  Service members and spouses purchase SBP at retire-

ment to ensure the surviving spouse will have income upon 
the retiree's death.  DIC is purchased with service and sacri-
fice.  The 100 percent disabled retirees receive disability com-
pensation in addition to their retired pay, yet the benefit is not 
paid for the deceased retiree who was 100 percent disabled 

and who died because of service to the country.  This seems 

wrong. 
 MOAA supports elimination of the SBP/DIC offset.  It af-
fects our members who purchased SBP upon retirement and 

now suffer a disability.  If they should die of their service-
connected disabilities, their spouses could be impacted by the 
offset. 
Bills have been introduced in Congress, over the last 13 years, 
to change the law and eliminate this unjust offset.  So far 

these bills have not been passed into law.  We're in our 14th 

year, and new bills are being introduced once again.  Hopeful-
ly, those of you who are affected by this SBP/DIC offset, are 
keeping an eye on the news and wishing for the best.   

 I hope this explanation of the difference between the two 
has been helpful to those I confused earlier. 
 

Aloha for now, 

Jayne 

Trivia Answer - The 1904 Thomas Flyer which had a 

removable hard top.  

Personal Affairs Comm. Cares - about your ID 
 

 An estimated 9.9 million US residents were victims of ID 

theft last year, with businesses and financial institutions losing 

an est. $48 billion, and consumers losing an est. $5 billion in 

out of pocket expenses.  The average expense per ID theft was 

$500.  On average, the theft netted about $4,800 per victim. 

 When thieves gained access to accounts, 67% of those ac-

counts were credit cards -19% were financial accounts, 9% 

were telephone, and 3% were Internet service; 2% all other.  

 Safeguard not only your physical card/phone, but also their 

number! 
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Proposed additions or changes italicized/Deletions strikethrough 

BYLAWS 
Of 

Hawaii Aloha Chapter 
  

PREAMBLE 
As Hawaii is the most unique State of all of these United States of America because of its ethnic 
and cultural diversity, this organization of men and women who serve or have served in our na-
tion’s uniformed services, National Guard, and reserve components, as well as their spouses or 

their widows and widowers, must be reflective of that diversity.  The understanding and apprecia-
tion of that diversity underlie the essence of our name “Hawaii Aloha” and the rainbow in its logo 

represents the many ethnicities, cultures, and service components of its members. 

  

Article I – Name 
The name of this organization shall be the Hawaii Aloha Chapter, Military Officers Association of America 
(MOAA); herein referred to as “the Chapter”. 

Article II – Purposes 
The purposes of the Chapter shall be to: 

a. Promote the purposes and objectives of the Military Officers Association of America; 
b. Foster friendly relations among active, retired and former officers of the uniformed services, their Na-

tional Guard and reserve components and their spouses; 
c. Protect the rights and interests of active duty, retired, reserve and National Guard personnel of the uni-

formed services and their dependents and survivors; 
d. Provide social and recreational services for its members. 
e. Conduct programs for charitable and educational purposes; and 
f. Serve the community and the nation. 

Article III – Status  
Section 1.  The Chapter shall be an unincorporated nonprofit association: 

a. Organized under Hawaii Revised Statutes Chapter 429; and 
b. Operated exclusively within the meaning of section 501(c)(19) of the Internal Revenue Code and for the 

purposes specified in Article II above. 
Section 2.  Officers, directors and committee chairs shall not receive any compensation for their services, 
but the board of directors may authorize reimbursement of expenses incurred in the performance of their 
duties. 
Section 3.  Nothing herein shall constitute members of the Chapter as partners for any purpose.  No mem-
ber, officer, or agent of the Chapter shall be liable for acts or failures to act on the part of any other mem-
bers, officer or agent.  Nor shall any member, officer, or agent be held liable for acts or failures to act under 
these bylaws, excepting only acts or failures to act arising out of willful malfeasance or misfeasance. 
Section 4.  The Chapter shall use its funds only to accomplish the purposes specified in Article II above, 
and no part of Chapter funds shall inure or be distributed to members. 

Article IV – Affiliation 
Section 1.  The Chapter shall be affiliated with the Military Officers Association of America.  
Section 2.  The Chapter shall not have any provisions in its bylaws that will violate the bylaws of the Military 
Officers Association of America. 

Article V – Membership 
Section 1.  The membership of the Chapter shall be composed of men and women who are serving or have 
served on active duty or in one of the National Guard or reserve components as a commissioned or warrant 
officer in one of the seven uniformed services - Army (USA), Navy (USN), Air Force (USAF), Marine 
Corps (USMC), Coast Guard (USCG), National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  
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(NOAA), and Public Health Service (USPHS).  In addition, the survivor of a deceased person who, if living, 
would be eligible for membership or a spouse of any eligible officer may become a member. 
Section 2.  Subject to the provisions above, membership shall be of five six classes: regular, life, auxiliary, life aux-
iliary, associate and honorary. 

a. Regular members.  Men and women who are serving or have served in one of the seven uniformed services 
above; 

b. Life Members.  Those eligible for membership, as prescribed in Section 2a of this Article, who applied for 
life membership and paid the prescribed life membership fee; however, no new life membership will be 
offered;   

c. Auxiliary members.  Surviving spouses of deceased persons who, if living, would be eligible for regular mem-
bership, or any spouse of a regular member or an officer eligible for membership; 

d. Life auxiliary members.  Widows or widowers of deceased life members or any widow or widower of any de-
ceased individual who would have been eligible for membership, who paid the prescribed life auxiliary 
membership fee;, however, no new life auxiliary membership will be offered; and 

e. Associate Membersmembers.  A spouse of a regular or life member is designated an associate mem-
ber. Associate membership status of spouses: (i) of regular members is contingent upon the regular 
membership of his/her spouse being in good standing; (ii) of life members is presumed to be in 
good standing; and 

f. Honorary members.  The board of directors may confer an honorary membership in recognition of a person’s 
service to the United States, State of Hawaii or any of its Counties.  Except for those elected or appointed to 
public office, persons eligible for regular or auxiliary membership shall not be granted honorary member-
ships. 

Section 3.  Applications for memberships shall be submitted to the membership committee that shall be empow-
ered to accept or reject applications based on the above criteria. 
Section 4.  Membership may be terminated: 

a. By the Executive Committee for non-payment of dues 120 days beyond expiration of membership, or 
b. By the board of directors for good and sufficient cause after that member has been given the opportunity to 

be heard.  Termination for good and sufficient cause shall include termination for such things as fraud or 
dishonesty, willful violation of Chapter bylaws, or intentionally working against the interests of the Chapter. 

Section 5.  Excluding associate and honorary members, all other classes of members are required to hold and 
maintain membership in the Military Officers Association of America. 

Article VI – Membership Privileges 

All members, except honorary, may serve in any capacity in the Chapter; except, further, that an Associ-
ate member may not serve as Chapter president. 

Article VII – Voting 
Section 1.  All Only regular, life, auxiliary and life auxiliary members in good standing, except honorary, 
present at a meeting of the Chapter shall be entitled to vote., except that associate members appointed 
on committees shall be entitled to vote at executive committee meetings. 
Section 2.  Except as otherwise provided in these bylaws, all questions coming before the membership shall be 
decided by a majority vote. 
Section 3.  Proxy voting shall not be permitted at any meeting of the Chapter. 
Section 4.  When urgent matters must be decided outside their regular or special meetings, voting electronic 
meetings shall be permitted only among the board of directors or the executive committee.  Any vote taken by 
email must be unanimous. 

Article VIII – Dues 
Section 1.  The board of directors shall determine annual dues for regular and auxiliary members.  Honorary 
members shall not be assessed any dues.  
Section 2.  The death of a regular member in good standing shall entitle the surviving spouse to an automatic 
auxiliary membership and dues shall be considered paid-up through the period for which the  
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deceased had paid, plus one year.  The death of a life member shall entitle the surviving spouse to an auto-
matic life auxiliary membership with no further payment of dues required. 

Article IX – General Membership, Regular and Special Meetings 
Section 1.  There shall normally be an annual general membership meeting during the month of November for the 
election of directors and transaction of other business.  
Section 2.  Regular meetings of the Chapter shall normally be held monthly unless otherwise decided by the board 
of directors.   
Section 3.  Special meetings shall be held when requested by more than fifteen of all regular and auxiliary members 
or when authorized by the board of directors. 
Section 4.  Fifteen members of the Chapter shall constitute a quorum for general membership, regular and special 
meetings at which business will be transacted.  

Article X – Board of Directors 
Section 1.  There shall be a board of directors of not more than nine (9) persons, without regard to service affilia-
tion, elected from among regular, life and auxiliary members who are in good standing within the Chapter and 
who are willing to serve.   
Section 2. The term of office of board members shall be three (3) years.  Terms shall be staggered to insure that 
up to one-third of all directors is elected each year.  Directors shall take office upon their election and shall hold 
office until their successors are elected.  
Section 3.  The board of directors shall: 

a. Be responsible to the members for supervising, controlling and directing the affairs of the Chapter; 
b. Determine Chapter policies or changes thereto within the limits of these bylaws; 
c. Have overall authority to approve the disbursement of Chapter funds. Board of director’s approval of a budg-

et line item is authority for its proponent to expend up to the amount specified; 
d. Adopt resolutions or establish positions in the name of the Chapter only with membership approval; 
e. Elect the chairman of the board when a vacancy occurs in that position; and 
f. Appoint the chair and members of the nominating committee. 

Section 4.  A majority of members serving on the board shall constitute a quorum capable of transacting any busi-
ness that may come before a meeting of the board of directors. 

Section 5. The chairman of the board shall preside at the annual general membership meeting. 

Article XI – Chapter Officers 
Section 1.  The board shall appoint any eligible Chapter member to serve as president.  Subject to approval by 
the board, The president shall select and appoint other eligible members to serve as vice president, secretary and 
treasurer. 
Section 2. The president shall preside at annual general membership, regular and special meetings of the Chap-
ter, executive committee meetings, and shall be an ex-officio member of all committees with the right to vote, ex-
cept in the nomination committee. 

Article XII – Executive Committee 
Section 1.  The Chapter officers appointed under Article XI, Section 1 above, chairs of committees established in 
Article XIII, section 1 below, and the immediate past president shall comprise the executive committee of the 
Chapter. 
Section 2.  The executive committee shall: 

a. Implement the policies and objectives established by the board of directors; 
b. Conduct Chapter programs and activities, which enhance members’ participation; 
c. Conduct annual fundraising activities; 
d. Ensure Chapter representation at appropriate military events and memorial ceremonies; 
e. Support community services; 
f. Strive to increase membership from all uniformed services active and retired personnel; 
g. Publicize Chapter activities and programs through multiple communication media; 
h. Support national and state legislative initiatives that benefit military members, veterans and their families; 
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i. Recommend new programs and services; and 
j. Meet monthly unless postponed by the president. 

Section 3.  A majority of members serving on the executive committee shall constitute a quorum capable of trans-
acting any business that may come before the executive committee. 

Article XIII – Standing, Ad Hoc and Nominating Committees 
Section 1.  Subject to approval by the board of directors, the president shall annually appoint chairs for standing 
and ad hoc committees required by the bylaws.   
Section 2.  The standing committees of the Chapter shall include membership, legislative, personal affairs, commu-
nity services, programs, publications and public relations, ROTC and veteran affairs and others that may be 
deemed advisable. 
Section 3.  Ad hoc committees of the Chapter may be established to perform such temporary activities that the 
president might determine to be required. 
Section 4.  Every standing committee shall prepare and maintain a charter approved by the board of directors that, 
as a minimum, includes its purposes and objectives.  Charters shall be reviewed and revalidated periodically, but 
not less than once every two years.  Ad hoc committees established to perform tasks of limited scope and duration 
do not require a charter. 
Section 5. A nominating committee of up to three members, appointed by the board of directors not later than 
September 1, shall nominate eligible members to fill any vacant director position. 

Article XIV – Annual Reports 
Unless otherwise exempted by the board, all officers and committee chairs shall submit annual reports on the past 
year’s activities at the annual general membership meeting in November.  Reports shall include statistical 
and/or narrative statements of their activities, accomplishments, and impacts made on the community, MOAA, 
and the Chapter. 

Article XV – Parliamentary Authority 
The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the Chapter in all cas-
es to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these bylaws and any special rules of 
order the Chapter may adopt. 

Article XVI – Flags 
Section 1.  The American flag and the State of Hawaii flag shall normally be displayed and honored at all meetings 
in accordance with established protocol. 
Section 2.  The Chapter flag with all award streamers shall normally be displayed at all meetings and at appropriate 
military events or veterans’ memorial ceremonies. 

Article XVII – Dissolution 
In the event of dissolution of the Chapter, and after the discharge of all liabilities, the remaining assets shall be giv-
en to a nonprofit organization whose purposes and objectives are similar to those of the Chapter, such organiza-
tion to be designated by the board of directors. 

Article XVIII – Amendments 
These bylaws may be amended at any regular or special meeting of the Chapter by a two-thirds vote, provided that 
the amendment has been submitted to all members in writing not less than 15 days prior to that meeting. 
  
Amendments (in bold and italics font) were adopted by more than two-thirds majority vote of members 
present at a special general membership meeting of the Hawaii Aloha Chapter, MOAA held on April 23, 2015, 
at Hale Ikena, Fort Shafter, Hawaii, with effective date of May 1, 2015. 
  
 
  
/s/ John Ma                     /s/Ira Tagawa 
President                        Secretary 
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12 regular members of the chapter’s party bridge pro-

gram gathered at Fahrni Realty Classroom on time to 

play the 4th session of Bridge-year 2015 on Sunday, 

February 15th, hosted by  Jean Wilkinson.  

 It was a history-making session as Dan Matthews 

and partner Bobbi Carlson  bid and made a Grand 

Slam 7 No Trumps in the 3rd round, the first since 

the program began 8 years ago. Indicative of their 

achievement, they ended the session with top scores 

of 6,600 and 6,230 respectively.  Host Jean Wil-

kinson came in 3rd, followed by Helen Fahrni and 

Les Ihara.  Other lesser scorers were, in descending 

order:  Mitzi Austin, Trudy Ernst, Dayle Carlson, Bill 

Ernst, Judy Lutsy, Shirley Ihara, and Coralie Vellis.   

 After the 1st quarter of play, Bobbi Carlson has the 

most points for the Player of The Year Award with 

31.5 points.  3 players - Sam Heard with 28, Dan 

Matthews and Les Ihara with 27, are all within 5 

points of her lead. 

 The next session will be held a week earlier on the 

2nd Sunday, April 12th, hosted by Bill & Trudy 

Ernst.  Those who have not signed up but would like 

to play on that date need to contact Bill or Trudy at 

625-2545 or email to:  bternst@hawaii.rr.com not 

later than Wednesday, 8 April. 
 

Shirley Ihara 
Program Coordinator 

Aloha Chapter Party Bridge 

Seated left to right:  Coralie Vellis, Jean Wilkinson & 

Bobbi Carlson.    

Standing: Dan Matthews, & Les Ihara  

Aloha Chapter, MOAA 
Hawaii State Chapter, MOAA 

Special Membership Meeting 

Buffet Luncheon 

1200, Thursday, 23 April 2015 

Hale Ikena Ft. Shafter 

Agenda: 
 Vote on merging HSC membership into Aloha Chapter 
 Adopt proposed amendments to Aloha Chapter Bylaws 
 Elect slate of 9 new Directors for Hawaii Aloha Chapter 

 

Member: _______________________________  Spouse: ____________ 
 

Guest(s): _____________________  Transportation __ (Check if needed) 
 

Cost = $20 per person.   _____ x $20 = $ ____ 
(Reservation required; mail in Reservation Form with Check.  $30 if Paid at Door) 

 

Please send in your reservation ASAP to arrive NLT Friday, 17 April, 2015 to: 

Checks Payable to:   Aloha Chapter, MOAA 
Mailing Address:  P. O. Box 201441 Honolulu, HI  96820 

Call Stephen Tom at 595-2570, if necessary, for more information 

mailto:bternst@hawaii.rr.com


 

 

Page 10 Nā Leo O Nā Koa                                                   No. 16, April 2015 

TUG by Colonel Lou Tor raca USAF (Ret) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Most of you know what The Consumer Electronics Show (CES) in Las Vegas is…if u read my column that is {:-) but what 

about the Mobile World Congress (MWC) in Barcelona, Spain almost 6,000 miles from there. Mobile World Congress is the world’s 

largest annual gathering of mobile and related industry top-level executives. If anything is happening in mobile, it can be found at 

MWC. 

So, with that in mind, here are some of the “goodies” I thought u might like. (With my thanks to c|net) 

MyFC Jaq: Super-useful fuel cell charger 
A fuel cell turns salt and water into electricity, and this small gadget does it in style, charging your phone from its recyclable car-
tridges without a plug socket in sight. 

Runcible: Perfectly round smartphone that looks like a watch 
What kind of phone won't let you make phone calls without a Bluetooth device? The same one that also looks like a pocket watch. 
This wacky, high-end prototype is too singular to miss. 

Bluesmart carry-on: Smart suitcase 
Like the idea of roll-a-board that tracks its own whereabouts and even weighs itself? 

LifeBeam Smart Hat: Heart-rate sensing in cap form 
A goofy baseball cap may not be your idea of the perfect way to collect your heart-rate, but LifeBeam thinks it's easier than wear-
ing a chest strap all the time, and more discreet. 

Nokia N1: iPad 3-like tablet with Android inside 
Beautiful and ultra-portable, Nokia showcased the slate that's been selling out in China since November. 

HTC One M9: Understated update 
The HTC flagship phone is noteworthy for what it isn't. The One M9 disappointed fans hoping for a different design, but the luxuri-
ous aluminum handset did update its camera tech and internal processing speeds. 

Apple touts Watch as convenient - albeit expensive - fashion statement 
Apple unveiled its first major new product line since the iPad with the release of its Apple Watch in San Francisco (It likes to have 
its own show and not have to share.). The wearable devices -- which will retail starting at $349, with high-end versions…14K gold 
models…costing upwards of $10,000 -- will feature a fitness tracker and a chip for making wireless payments, but it will still require 

a connection to an iPhone to operate. It goes on sale Apr 24…or, u can buy a Chinese knock-off for $45 on Alibaba Group’s pop-

ular Taobao e-commerce website. Interestingly, a Washington Post column began with: “Whether the Apple Watch becomes integral 

in a way that actually helps us live — rather than sucking us in — is the big question.” 

So, with that bit of “think about it” Aloha for now, and have fun out there on the www. Pooky and Lou 

http://www.cnet.com/products/myfc-jaq/
http://www.cnet.com/products/runcible/
http://www.cnet.com/products/bluesmart-carry-on/
http://www.cnet.com/products/lifebeam-smart-hat/
http://www.cnet.com/products/nokia-n1/
http://www.cnet.com/products/htc-one-m9/
http://s.taobao.com/search?q=iwatch&searcy_type=item&s_from=newHeader&source=&ssid=s5-e&search=y&spm=a1z10.1.1996643285.d4916901&initiative_id=shopz_20150312
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Hau'oli lā hānau! 
Partial List of 

April Babies 
 Myrl Noggle        4/01 

 Moana McGlaughlin  4/02 
 Bob Towne         4/02 
 William Lovern      4/03 
 Herbert Barnett     4/04 
 Hannah Chenoweth  4/06 
 Barbara Tredick     4/06 
 Kenneth Carroll     4/07 
 Jack Miller          4/07 
 Matthew Myers      4/07 
 William Wynn       4/07 
 Arthur Monteville    4/08 
 Richard Scott       4/09 
 Earl Batteen        4/10 
 Joel Maimon        4/10 
 Haruo Shigezawa    4/10 
 Velma Kim         4/11 
 Ronald Katto       4/12 
 Richard Kawakami   4/12 
 Gerald Lesperance   4/12 
 Tamara Degraffenread 4/13 
 Kenneth Bailey      4/14 
 Jack Feliz          4/15 
 Ronald Seiple       4/15 
 Patricia Clark       4/17 
 Clarence Chinn      4/18 
 Virginia Fine        4/18 
 Dudley Foster       4/18 
 Ronald Yonemoto    4/18 
 Anthony Lavecchia   4/20 
 George Montague    4/21 
 Christian Peterson    4/21 
 Ethel Warner       4/21 
 Harold Wilson      4/21 
 George Honjiyo     4/22 
 James Tyson        4/23 
 George Neroutsos   4/24 
 Billy Ogank         4/26 
 Peggy Wipperman   4/27 
 Charles Park        4/28 
 Edward Fernandez   4/29 
 Mary Gabrielson     4/29 

March 
Golf Report 

The weather was perfect for golf on Friday, March 27, 

as 21 MOAA members and friends gathered at Bar-

bers Point for fun and fellowship. With this great 

weather the net scores were perhaps the closest ever, 

only one point separated each of the top five parings. 

For whatever reason, I achieved my lowest gross 

score since I started golfing regularly after I retired 

about nine years ago. As a result, the team of Norm Fujiwara and Curtis 

Lee barely took First Place, followed by Janice Kinoshita and Clint Dod-

son in Second and Dianne Hara and Len Katarsky placed Third.  

On April 24 we meet again at The Navy Marine Golf Course. 

Mark your calendars and plan now to come out and enjoy the fun at a 

very nice golf course. A couple quotations about golf to consider: Gard-

ner Dickinson said, “They say golf is like life, but don’t believe them. 

Golf is more complicated than that.” Lee Trevino said, “Golf is a game 

invented by the same people who think music comes out of a bagpipe.” 

See you at the golf course!  Mahalo!  Curt 

 

Curtis Lee 

On Monday, March 23, the Board of Directors and the Executive Committee of 

the Hawaii State Chapter met at K’Bay O’Club for the final time.  A Champaign 

toast was made to all who have been involved with the Chapter over years and 

to support the Hawaii Aloha Chapter going forward. 

Hawaii State Chapter Final Meeting of Board and Executive Committee 

Ralph Hiatt, Jack Miller, Darrell Large, Bob Walden, George Sullivan, Mark Torreano, 

Jim Gebhard, George Montague, Tom Smyth, Helen Baker and John Peters 

Nominees for the Board of Directors - Hawaii Aloha Chapter 
 

The following members are nominated to the BOD for the Hawaii Aloha Chapter:  

CWO4 Tamara Degraffenread USA, Maj Lawrence Enomoto USAF (Ret.),  

COL Wesley Fong USA (Ret.), COL Ralph Hiatt US Army (Ret.), Lt Col John Kim 

USAF (Ret.), BG John Ma USAR (Ret.) CAPT. George E. Sullivan USN (Ret.),  

COL Ira Tagawa USA (Ret.), Col Mark Torreano USAF (Ret.)  
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Chapter Leads the Nation in MOAA Leadership Awards 
 

Continuing a long established tradition, the Hawaii Aloha Chapter is 
the “local” Chapter sponsor for national Military Officers Association 
of America (MOAA) ROTC/JROTC leadership awards on a global 
scale.   In concert with HQ MOAA, our Chapter is the patron of 
awards for 4 university/ colleges ROTC and 57 high school JROTC 

programs within the state and the Pacific region.  This includes 27 State of Ha-
waii and 30 Pacific region JROTC high school awards.  Our Chapter supports 
more MOAA awards than any other MOAA chapter.   
Since 1981, we have sponsored over 1225 leadership awards to deserving ca-
dets.  The MOAA award constitutes a medal, ribbon and certificate recognizing 
academic standing, moral character, unit and school loyalty and exceptional po-
tential for military leadership.  The award identifies a cadet enrolled in the next-to
-last year of the ROTC or JROTC program.  Awards are an excellent way for 
chapters to gain exposure in the community and, at the same time, foster a positive military recogni-
tion among our youth.  The high school cadres provide names of their deserving cadets, while Chap-
ter members voluntarily present the awards at each school’s ceremony.  

 
 

Coast Guard Rescue 


