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Luncheon at CINCPAC 
 On Wednesday, March 21st, forty-six 
Aloha and Hawaii Chapter members and 
guests, including our guest speaker, Uni-
versity of  Hawaii Professor Jim Pietsch, 
assembled at the scenic and spacious 
Sunset Lanai All-Hands Club at Camp H. 
M. Smith, CINCPAC Headquarters. 

 Professor Pietsch is a lawyer specializing in 
Elder Law.  He gave a very timely talk to our 
group of  seasoned citizens entitled 
“Planning for the Worst, Expecting the 
Best.”  He enlivened this somewhat somno-
lent subject with his terrific sense of humor.  

 His talk to us was a PowerPoint over-
view of  the common topics of  Elder 
Law, specifically and most importantly 
♦ Durable Power of  Attorney 
♦ Revocable Living Trust 
♦ Advance Health Care Directives 
♦ Health Care Power of  Attorney and 
♦ Wills and Trusts. 

 Everyone learned something and really 
enjoyed Jim Pietsch’s presentation follow-
ing our delicious potato salad and 
ham croissant sandwich lunch.  

 Tour of Honolulu Fire Department HQ 
 Al and Shirley Streck have arranged an interesting and infor-
mative tour of  our Honolulu Fire Department on Thursday, 
April 19th.  We will meet at 9:45 AM at their headquarters, 636 
South Street on the corner of  South and Queen Streets to 
check in at the Security Desk.  Parking may be found on the 
nearby streets or at a parking place at South and Halekawila 
Streets. 

 Our host, Dyron Ota, 
will then lead us to the 
HFD Auditorium 
where we will hear a 
Senior Fall and Fire Safety 
Presentation prepared 
specifically for our 
group.  Falls and fires 
seem to be especially 
prevalent and perilous at the beginning and end of  one’s life. 

 Unfortunately, there will be no HFD 
Museum tour because the museum is 
closed for renovation. 

 After the 
lecture, we 
will dine on a 

Korean buffet delivered to us at 
HFD HQ.  The price is $11.  
We should be ready to depart 
no later than 1:00 PM 

 We need a “head count” to 
know the number of  lunches to 
be ordered.  Please complete the 
Reservation Form on page 7 
and mail it ASAP.  Don’t 
forget.  See you on the 19th! 
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President’s Message 
by Curtis Lee 

 We started the Spring Season 
with an outstanding luncheon 
at CINCPAC, Camp Smith, on 
March 21st with a very informa-
tive and educational presenta-

tion by UH Professor Jim Pietsch.  Regardless 
of  how well prepared we thought we were, I be-
lieve that everyone who attended (over 40 mem-
bers of  MOAA) left knowing much more about 
what is necessary for sound estate planning.  It 
was one of  the best presentations we have had 
in recent years.  Professor Pietsch’s talk was ar-
ranged by Mel Soong.  Thanks, Mel. 

 National MOAA continues to represent us 
very well in the battle with DOD and Congress 
that is necessary to protect our earned benefits. 
Again, I urge you to stay informed and partici-
pate in our benefits defense by mailing out the 
prepared letters that are included with the 
monthly MOAA magazine, Military Officer.  Also, 
April is the month for MOAA’s Storming the 
Hill visits to Congress.  This year Aloha Chapter 
member and Hawaii Chapter’s President Darrell 
Large will Storm the Hill on behalf  of  all 
MOAA Officers in Hawaii.  We wish him well in 
his endeavors to keep Hawaii’s Congressional 
Delegation informed of  our priorities and fully 
supportive of  protecting the earned benefits of  
all active duty and retired military members. 

 You will note an article on page 4 of  this 
newsletter that informs us that we need to re-
cruit more WAR VETERANS in order to 
meet the IRS requirements for membership in 
order for us to be able to take an Income Tax 
deduction for our donations to Aloha Chapter.  
So, please encourage War Veterans that you 
know to join us.  With your help we can do 
this. We have nearly enough, but we do need 
more War Veterans. 

See President’s Proclamation Page 7 

Notice 
 This newsletter, my 76th issue of Nā Leo O Nā Koa, is 
published monthly by Professional Image, Mapuna-
puna, as an official publication of Aloha Chapter, 

MOAA, P.O. Box 19267, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96817. 

 Views expressed herein are not necessarily chapter policy. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

April 15, 2012 1:00 PM, Bridge Party, Fahrni Realty
(Sunday)    Classroom, Aiea.  Hostess:  Joan White 

April 18, 2012 10:00 AM, EXCOM Meeting, Kalihi Union 
(Wednesday) Church, 2214 N. King Street, Honolulu 

April 18, 2012 11:30 AM, Hawaii Chapter Luncheon, Hale Koa
(Wednesday)   Koko Café, followed by a guided tour of  the 
         U. S. Army Museum, Ft. DeRussy.  Call  Glen 
         Van Ingen 292-6844/Jim Gebhard 262-1165  

April 19, 2012 Tour of the Fire Department and Luncheon 

April 20, 2012 9:00 AM, Golf Outing, Barbers Point
(Friday)    Golf Course, Ewa Beach, Oahu 

April 29, 2012 9:00 AM, Annual Chicken Sale Fund-
(Sunday)    raiser, Kalihi-Waena Elementary School 

May 9, 2012   5:00 PM, JROTC Awards Ceremony, 
(Wednesday) Rice Middle Field, Punahou School 

May 17, 2012 11:00 AM, Luncheon, Hickam O’Club;   
(Thursday)  Guest Speaker:  Member Jack Bohman 

June 19, 2012 Tour of Police Department and Luncheon 

July 19, 2012  Tour of USO and Luncheon 

Sept. 22, 2012 10:30 AM, Tour of Pacific Aviation Museum, 
(Saturday)   Ford Island, followed by a Special Lunch 

December   Christmas Party, Sunset Lanai, Camp Smith 

Chairman’s Comment 
by Mark Webster 

 Continuing the often stated view 
of  Allen Ono, my illustrious 
predecessor, who said, “We are 
primarily a social organization of  
friends gathered to have fun,” I 

intend to maximize our opportunities to do so by 
publicizing events of  our sister chapter, the Ha-
waii Chapter.  Since our programs have been at-
tracting some Hawaii Chapter members, there 
has been some speculation that we are planning 
to merge the Chapters.  President Curtis Lee and 
I assure you that the plans of  both Chapters do 
not include a merger.   What we are doing is en-
couraging our members to attend functions of  
either Chapter that are of  interest to them. 
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Base Vehicle Passes  

 There has been quite a bit of  
consternation lately among the 
retiree community because Ft. 
Shafter has discontinued issuing 
base vehicle passes.  Ostensibly, 
the Army did not relax the se-
curity of  entry onto all of  the 
bases on Oahu, instead they 
have intentionally forced the 
sentries at the gates to check 
the ID of  every driver seeking 
entry, not merely allowing a car 
with a decal to enter.  People 
are a security risk, not the cars.  
Another consideration is the 
need to not identify vehicles as 
belonging to military personnel, 
hopefully precluding acts of  
vandalism or terrorism on the 
car and/or passengers in some 
communities. 

 However, if  you still feel that 
you would like a base vehicle 
pass on your car instead of  just 
showing your ID, Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor Hickman (JBPHH) 
has agreed to issue DoD vehicle 
Decals to retirees who require 
frequent access to JBPHH. 

 Army retirees and widows/
widowers requesting a decal will 
be vetted by DES who will then 
issue a Memorandum to 
JBPHH Access Control Office.  
The required documents 
can be obtained at Building 79, 

Schofield Barracks, near Foote 
gate, 655-8405, Mon- Fri, 0800-
1600 or by e-mail at 
jose.m.javier2.civ@mail.mil to 
obtain the electronic re- 
quest document. 

 The completed request docu-
ment will need to be turned in 
to CPL Javier at Building 79, 

Schofield Barracks. 

 This arduous process is not 
pau yet.  Applicants will also 
need to provide their current 
driver’s license, vehicle regis-
tration, proof  of  safety inspec-
tion and valid insurance.  Once 
the request has been approved 
and signed, the approved 
Memorandum can be picked 
up at Building 79 or it can 
be e-mailed to the applicant. 

Welcome to Our New 
Life Member 

John D. Peters, CAPT, 
USN, Ret. 
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We Need More “War Veteran” 
Members! 

 For Aloha Chapter, MOAA, to be recognized 
as a tax-exempt veterans’ organization under Inter-
nal Revenue Code (IRC) Section 501(c)(19), 
our membership must consist of  at least 75% 
past or present members of  United States Armed 

Forces and at least 97.5% of  past or present Armed 

Forces veterans and spouses, widows, widowers and 

ROTC cadets.  Aloha Chapter easily meets this 
97.5% membership test because 100% of  its 
members qualify under these criteria. 

 For Aloha Chapter, however, to receive con-
tributions deductible on individual tax returns, 
it must also qualify as a war veterans’ organization 
under IRC Section 170(c)(3).  This means that 
its 

♦ Membership must consist of  at least 90% war vet-

erans defined as persons who have served in 
the Armed Forces during a period of  war 
specified by law as: [omitting WW I and 
earlier] (c) December 7, 1941, through De-
cember 31, 1946; (d) June 27, 1950, through 
January 31, 1955; (e) February 28, 1961, 
through May 7, 1975, in the case of  a vet-
eran who served in the Republic of  Viet-
nam during that period; (f) August 5, 1964, 
through May 7, 1975; and (g) August 2, 
1990, and ending on the date prescribed by 
Presidential Proclamation or by law; and 

♦ Purpose must also be organized and operated pri-

marily to: (a) further comradeship among 
persons who are or have been members of  
the Armed Forces; (b) honor the memory 
of  deceased veterans and members of  the 
Armed Forces and aid and comfort their 
survivors; (c) encourage patriotism; and (d) 
aid hospitalized, disabled and needy war vet-
erans and their dependents. 

 Aloha Chapter clearly meets the purpose re-
quirements for deductibility of  contributions 

to it; but it does not currently satisfy the 90% 
“war veteran” membership requirement.  Be-
cause all current members in Aloha Chapter 
(except Auxiliary) presumably have served dur-
ing one or more of  the periods of  war—not in 
any specific theater except Vietnam—specified 
by law as noted above, they qualify as “war veter-
ans.”  Aloha Chapter needs to recruit at least 10 
new “war veteran” members to meet the 90% 
threshold before members can claim deduc-
tions for their contributions during 2012.  
Aloha Chapter members (except Auxiliary) also 
need to confirm they are war veterans. 

 Because the requirements for tax exemption 
under IRC 501(c)(19) are different from the 
requirements for deductibility of  contributions 
under IRC 170(c)(3), Aloha Chapter must ac-
quire and maintain its membership level of  war 
veterans at or above 90%.  If  not, contributions 
to Aloha Chapter cannot be legitimately 
claimed on individual tax returns for this year, 
even though it may be recognized as a tax-
exempt veterans’ organization.   Let’s recruit 
at least 10 more “war veteran” members in 
2012 so our contributions can become de-
ductible! 

 Remember, the terms “war veteran” and “combat 

veteran” are not synonymous.  The Department 
of  Veterans Affairs defines “combat veteran” as 

“a veteran who served on active duty in a thea-
ter of  combat operations (as determined by the 
Secretary of  Veterans Affairs, in consultation 

with the Secretary of  Defense) during a period 
of  war after the Persian Gulf  War, or in com-

bat against a hostile force during a period of  
hostilities after November 11, 1998, is eligible 

for hospital care, medical services, and nursing 
home care for any illness, even if  there is insuf-

ficient medical evidence to conclude that such 
condition is attributable to such service 
[emphasis added].”       Larry Enomoto 
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 Sunday, March 18th was the Aloha Chapter’s 
Party Bridge day held in the Fahrni Realty Class-
room, hosted by Leney Vine.  For the 2nd month 
in a row, no substitutes were used since Leney 
got 12 regular players for 3 tables of  bridge. 

 Joan White ended the session with the highest 
score of  4,710, and was the only one earning 
double-digit points (12 & 14) for the 2nd month 
in a row.  She was followed by Bill Ernst, John 
Kim, Les Ihara and Lois Luehring, all getting 
place-shares of  their assessments.  The only 
slam bid made was a Small Slam by Leney Vine 
and her partner Lois Luehring. 

 Other players participating were:  Mitzi Aus-
tin, Dayle & Bobbi Carlson, Trudi Ernst, 
Shirley Ihara, & Harriet Weissman. 

 The next bridge session will be held on Sunday, 
April 15th, in the Fahrni Realty Classroom, hosted by 
Joan White.  Those who have not signed up but 
would like to play on that date must contact Joan by 
telephone at 681-6266 or Shirley Ihara at 239-
7947 not later than Wednesday, April 11th.  Shirley 

Personal Affairs Committee 
 The Chapter Personal Affairs Committee is 
established by the Aloha Chapter, MOAA, By-
laws to provide benefit information, services, 
and assistance for services where applicable 
and not duplicate services  provided by the 
various military casualty offices. 

 The Personal Affairs Committee must rely on 
the general membership to provide names of  

Aloha Chapter Party Bridge 

members who have been ill, hospitalized, or 
those who have died.  Every effort is made to 
call, visit, and or send get well or sympathy 
cards to members of  these families.   

 When reports are received that a member or a 
spouse recently passed away, representatives from 
Aloha Chapter, MOAA  make an effort to attend 
the memorial service, except in the event the ser-
vices were private and limited to the immediate 
family.  In addition, contact is made with the sur-
viving spouse with follow up contacts to see that 
they had received assistance from their respective 
service casualty offices. 

 At the Army Retiree Appreciation Day held in 
alternating years at Ft Shafter or Schofield Bar-
racks, the Aloha Chapter participated with a re-
cruiting and information booth to provide a 
variety of  MOAA informational pamphlets to 
attendees.  It was noted that many visitors to 
the booth were interested in the booklets enti-
tled Help your Survivors Now: Guide to Planning 
Ahead and the Personal Affairs Work Book.  These 
booklets are free to members and available 
to others for a small fee.        Bob Kozuki 

Seated, left to right:  Lois Luehring, Joan White, 
Bill Ernst, & Leney Vine 

Standing are: Les Ihara & John Kim 
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Agena, Walt Kinoshita, Janice Kinoshita, 
Larry Enomoto, Myron Brumaghin and his 
guests, and Joel Maimon and his guest.  The 
less adventurous pair, Alice Fujiwara and 
yours truly departed for the drier and more 
comfortable environment of  their home. 

 So, this is my sorry report for this month. 

 Now for the thought of  the day:  "The last 
word in an argument is what a wife says.  Any-
thing a husband says after that is the beginning 
of  another argument."  Thus, so it escalates. 

 Our next golf  outing will be on Friday, April 20th, 
at Barbers Point GC; hopefully, the foul weather 
that ruined our March golf  outing will be long gone. 

 Just a reminder that we are unable to play at 
the Navy Marine GC on Friday, May 18th, so I 
have requested and been given approval for 
Friday, May 11th, the second Friday in May.  
Please make necessary changes to your copy 
of  our annual schedule.  Aloha,  Norm 

March 
Golf Report 

 We have another sort of  an 
absent golf  outing for the 
Aloha Chapter Golf  group. 

 The primary cause for our 
cancellation of  our formal 
golf  outing was the very in-
clement weather.  However, 

we did have a number of  stout-hearted men or 
die-hard golfers in our group who showed up 
at the appointed time on Friday, March 9th, 
ready to tackle the wet and soggy Mamala Bay 
Golf  Course.  These brave souls/compulsive 
golfers who subsequently decided to play on 
their own included Kelly Lau, John Ma, Mert 

Norm Fujiwara 

Note:  PenFed has replaced the old Tripler Federal 
Credit Union and PenFed is now located at both 
Fort Shafter and Tripler Army Medical Center. 

Add these Websites to your “Favorites” 

http://www.aloha-moaa.org 

http://www.moaa.org 

Walt Kinoshita at Mamala Bay GC on March 9 
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President’s Proclamation Continued from Page 2 

 Aloha Chapter Fundraising remains a topic of  
discussion with several suggestions on how we 
should do it.  The topic will again be on the EX-
COM Agenda for our next meeting on Wednes-
day, April 18th.  Meanwhile, thank you to those of  
you who have made donations with your checks 
for our monthly pro-
grams.  Some members 
have given the price of  
their luncheon plus their 
age.  You are making a 
difference.  Mahalo! 

 By now you have un-
doubtedly received your 
tickets for our annual 
fundraiser—our BBQ 
Chicken and Sushi Sale 
to be held at Kalihi-
Waena Elementary 
School on Sunday, April 
29th—from our perenni-
ally proficient Fundrais-
ing Chairman, Herbert 
Nakagawa, Jr.  Five 

tickets have been mailed to all members; it is 
hoped that most if  not all of  you will pay for all 
of  them, donating to the Institute for Human 
Services (IHS) the tickets for the chickens you 
will not be picking up at the elementary school.  
Volunteers are needed to serve the donated 
chickens at the IHS and to pack and  hand-out 

the chickens and sushi at 
the school.  If  you 
would like to volunteer 
at the school or the IHS 
or both, please call 
Herb Nakagawa at 
271-1172 or Harold 
Kuwahara at 429-9706.  
We need your kokua at 
our only fundraising 
event.  Those that have 
helped in previous years 
will attest to this being a 
great time for fellowship 
with other members of  
our chapter.  There will 
even be a lunch for all 
volunteers!  See you 
on Sunday, April 29th!
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*   2002 5-Star Chapter 

*   2003 4-Star Chapter 

*   2004 Winner Best Website 

*   2004 2nd Runner-Up Electronic Newsletter 

*   2004 4-Star Chapter 

*   2005 Winner-Cat VII "Give Me 10"      
    Recruitment Campaign 

*   2005 5-Star Chapter 

*   2006 4-Star Chapter 

*   2007 2nd Runner-Up Print Newsletter 

*   2007 5-Star Chapter 

*   2008 2nd Runner-Up Print Newsletter 

Aloha Chapter                  Awards 

2012 Aloha Chapter Leadership 
 

Directors 

Effective 1 January 2012 

(Term in years indicated in parenthesis) 

(1) Mark Webster, USN Chairman 

 734-5994 markster96816@gmail.com 

(1) Lawrence Enomoto, USAF Secretary and Parliamentarian 

 685-1521 lawrence.enomoto@gmail.com 

(2) Gordon Cho, USA 484-2400 gcho440443@aol.com 

(2) Norman Fujiwara, USA 626-4630 nfujiwara@hawaiiantel.net 

(1) Robert Kozuki, USA 942-4047 kozukir@hawaii.rr.com 

(2) Vernon Von, USAF 732-3908 vvon777@gmail.com 

Executive Committee & Committee Chairs 

President:         Curtis D. Lee, USA 
      836-6733  leecd001@hawaii.rr.com 

Vice President:      Vernon Von, USAF 
      732-3908  vvon777@gmail.com 

Secretary:         Lawrence Enomoto, USAF 
      685-1521  lawrence.enomoto@gmail.com 

Treasurer:         Arthur Yamamoto, USA 
      833-3111  aty@hawaiiantel.net 

Community Affairs:    — 

Membership:       Gordon Cho, USA 
      484-2400  gcho440443@aol.com 

Personal Affairs:     Robert Kozuki, USA 
      942-4047  kozukir001@hawaii.rr.com 

Programs:         Jane Kekoa, Jack        
      Bohman, Melvin Soong & Ira Tagawa 

Publications/PR:     Mark Webster, USN 
      734-5994  markster96816@gmail.com 

ROTC/Veteran Affairs: Wesley Fong, USA 
      595-6127  wesleyf.fong@hawaiiantel.net 

Bridge:           Shirley Ihara 
      239-7947  lsi@hawaii.rr.com 

Fundraising:        Herb Nakagawa, USAF 
      271-1172  shibikoherb@yahoo.com 

Golf:            Norman Fujiwara, USA 
      626-4630  nfujiwara@hawaiiantel.net 

Scholarships:       Allen Ono, USA 
      536-6043  onoa002@hawaii.rr.com 


